For Alumni and Friends
Fall 2 0 1 2

Vo l u m e 1 5 , N o . 1

<< NAVIGATION KEY >>
magazine

COVER / BACK PAGE
ENLARGE VIEW
RETURN TO SPREAD VIEW
PREVIOUS / NEXT PAGE
TABLE OF CONTENTS

(CLICK ON TITLES TO GO TO STORY)

SCROLL PAGE

(IN ENLARGED VIEW)

@

WEB LINKS

(URLS IN TEXT ALSO CLICKABLE)

CLICK HERE TO EXIT
(OR USE ctrl/cmd-Q)

born
to
sing

Competitive fire.
Robust voice. Business savvy.
Meet Sidney Outlaw ’04.

pg. 18

Wes Miller’s vision pg. 24 Learning communities are the future pg. 30 At Quad, old is new pg. 34

contents

		 2

opening notes

			

by Beth English ’07 MALS, Editor

			

letters

		 3
		 4
9
16

			
			

calendar
Campus performances and events

news front
Campus news and notes

the studio
Arts and entertainment

blue & gold
Spartan athletics

		18

Born to sing

		24

Got your back

			
			

			

30

			
			

		34

			

		39
		41
49

Competitive fire. Robust voice. Business savvy.
Meet Sidney Outlaw ’04.

Wes Miller led the team to a SoCon North division title.
Now, see his vision for the future.

Learning to succeed
Why learning communities are the future of UNCG

What once was old is new again
The Quad is back and better than ever.
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The interactive HTML
version of UNCG Magazine is temporarily on hiatus
while we plan a redesign of the site. In the meantime,
visit alumnimagazine.uncg.edu to see an online
version that reflects the print magazine or click on the
archives to see older issues.

Keep it green
Think UNCG is a wonderfully well-kept
campus? So does the Professional
Grounds Maintenance Society, giving
UNCG a “grand award” at the 2012
Green Star Awards.
p h otogr a p h b y d a v i d w i lso n ,
a ss i st a n t p h otogr a p h y e d i tor

openingnotes
A few months ago I was asked to take a test on
behaviors and motivators as a member of the
Alumni Association Board of Directors. One
of my results really resonated with me – my
desire to connect with others in such a way
that I have a feeling of family.
The word “family” is wonderful; it contains
such depth. You could use other words to
describe a group of people connected to one
another – friends, partners, colleagues. But I
like family best. Recently I’ve been reflecting on all the families in my life
and feeling thankful for each and every one.
In families, no one is perfect. In fact, certain members of your family
can drive you crazy from time to time. But the love that’s there – there’s
nothing like it.
I frequently talk about my work family. After 13 years here with most
of the same folks, I feel we know each other well. We work beautifully
together because we understand each other’s strengths and weaknesses.
We know how to disagree and not take it personally. We really are a
family – in the best possible sense.
I also have a church family. And a day care family (even though my
children are no longer in day care, the relationships have lasted). And my
friend family across the street. Their children are my children, and vice
versa. We wander over to one another’s houses to talk. Share meals. Pick
up the slack. The way I feel about them runs even deeper than friendship.
I would do anything for them.
Thanks to social media, I’m back in touch with my college friends –
my first “extra” family. We recently had a loss of one of our own and the
shockwaves rolled through all of us.
I think most college students find a way to create their own friend
families. Sometimes they find each other in class or in the residence hall.
Or in something they love such as reporting for the school paper, joining
a Greek organization or connecting through religious groups.
These days, UNCG is making it even easier for students to make
those connections through learning communities. Freshmen have a
chance to start off their college life with people who share similar values
or interests. I didn’t have a chance to experience something like this
in college, but it sounds wonderful. I’d love to know how close these
students will be in the years after they leave UNCG. I suspect they
will share a bond similar to what those in the Woman’s College era
experienced.
In this approaching season of gratitude, give thanks for all the
families in your life. Enjoy all the blessings and craziness that they bring.
Then take a minute to reconnect with your college friends, professors
or anyone else who may have touched your life on campus. And don’t
forget to come home from time to time. We’re always happy to see you.

beth_english@uncg.edu

Editor

I had quite a few great classes during my undergraduate
and graduate studies, but perhaps the most memorable
professor and class experiences took place in ENG 211
– a Medieval-Renaissance Literature course, taught by
Dr. Walter Beale.  When you saw him in the hallway, he
appeared serious.  Always looking at the floor. Maybe
focused on how he was going to make “The Norton
Anthology” interesting to a group of 18- to 20-yearolds. But get him to the point in the syllabus where it
was time to read Chaucer’s “The Miller’s Tale,” and he
– and the literature – came to life. Dr. Beale would
read passages in a Middle English dialect. It was like
being in the front row of a grand theatrical event.
Twenty-six years later, I can still remember a few rather
“interesting” lines (English majors would understand
the reference to the window).
Having a lengthy break in between the previous
class and his, I decided one day to have a snack before
we began. While drinking my caffeine-loaded soda
and consuming a bag of chips, I noticed Dr. Beale
making his way over to my desk. He started chatting
about something in our syllabus that commanded
my attention. The next thing I know, he was scarfing
down a handful of my Bugles, not missing a beat in his
discussion. Still serious and stone-faced, but with a
slight hint of a twinkle in his eye.
To this day, there aren’t many people to whom I’d
surrender a bag of Bugles (or attend their literature
class)... but Dr. Beale – I’d share with you any time.
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Men’s basketball vs.
Winston-Salem State, 7 p.m.

November

Women’s basketball vs.
Radford, 7 p.m.
Nov. 13

Will Read for Food,
Weatherspoon, 7 p.m.

N o v . 1 Alumni Homecoming
reading, Faculty Center, 7 p.m.

Nov. 15

University Chorale &
Chamber Singers, 7:30 p.m.,
Christ United Methodist Church

Nov. 15

Nov. 2

N o v . 2 - 3 N.C. Dance Festival,
Aycock Auditorium
N o v . 3 Quad re-dedication,
Quad gateway entrance at Shaw
Residence hall, 12:30 p.m.

Lecture “The Meaning
of the 2012 Elections,” Dr.
Scott Keeter, Curry Building
Auditorium, 7:30 p.m.
Robin Gee &
Sugarfoote Productions, Dance
Theater
Nov. 16-17

“The Cone
Sisters Collect,” exhibition,
Weatherspoon Art Museum

Nov. 3-Feb. 17

Nov. 8

Casella Sinfonietta,
Recital Hall, Music Building,
7:30 p.m.

UNCG Magazine
1100 W. Market St., Suite 201
PO Box 26170
Greensboro, NC 27402-6170

D e c . 1 University Band, Aycock
Auditorium, 7:30 p.m.

Jan. 18

D e c . 3 Women’s basketball vs.
College of Charleston, 7 p.m.

Friends of the UNCG
Libraries book discussion, “The
Match: ‘Savior Siblings’ and One
Family’s Battle to Heal Their
Daughter” by Beth Whitehouse,
led by Dr. Terrance McConnell,
Hodges Reading Room, 4 p.m.
Dec. 3

Luminaires on campus

Commencement, 10 a.m.

Time for Three,
Performing Arts Series, Aycock
Auditorium, 8 p.m.
Men’s basketball vs.
Furman, 2 p.m.

Jan. 20

MLK Celebration,
Aycock Auditorium

Jan. 23

Women’s basketball vs.
Davidson, 7 p.m.

Jan. 23

Men’s basketball vs.
Samford, 7 p.m.

Jan. 24

Men’s basketball vs.
Chattanooga, 2 p.m.

Jan. 26

Women’s basketball vs.
Georgia Southern, 4:30 p.m.

Jan. 26

Friends of the UNCG
Libraries book discussion, “When
God Talks Back: Understanding
the American Evangelical
Relationship with God” by T.M.
Luhrmann, led by Dr. Bennett
Ramsey, Hodges Reading Room,
4 p.m.

Nov. 16-18

Fall opera, Aycock

Auditorium
Women’s basketball vs.
Gardner-Webb, 2 p.m.
Nov. 17

Men’s basketball vs.
Virginia Tech, 7 p.m.

Dec. 15

Nov. 25

Men’s basketball vs.
Rutgers, 2 p.m.

Dec. 19

Symphonic Band,
Aycock Auditorium, 7:30 p.m.

Dec. 22

Men’s basketball vs. NC
A&T State, 7 p.m.

Nov. 28

Women
Veterans Historical

Fall dance
concert, Dance Theatre

Nov. 29

Nov. 30-Dec. 1

Men’s basketball vs.
Elon, 7 p.m.

Jan. 31

Women’s basketball vs.
Norfolk St., 2 p.m.

Nov. 19

Nov. 9-10

Nov. 10

Spring classes begin

Men’s basketball vs.
Wofford, 7 p.m.

Jan. 28

University Symphony
Orchestra, Aycock Auditorium,
7:30 p.m.

Prime
Movers, Dance Theatre

Jan. 14

D e c . 2 Holiday choral concert,
First Presbyterian Church, 5 p.m.

Honors Jazz Band,
Recital Hall, Music Building,
1:30 p.m.

“Virginia Dare in Fact
and Fancy,” Alumni House,
4 p.m.

J a n . 1 2 - A p r i l 1 4 “Yoshua
Okón: Falk Visiting Artist,”
exhibition, Weatherspoon Art
Museum

Jan. 16

Nov. 18

Nov. 8

Men’s basketball vs
Lees-McRae, 7 p.m.

Wind Ensemble, Aycock
Auditorium, 1:30 p.m.
Dec. 2

Dec. 13

Nov. 27

Please respond to:

Men’s basketball vs. The
Citadel, 7 p.m.
Dec. 1

Women’s basketball vs.
Richmond, 2 p.m.

Volleyball vs. Elon, 7 p.m.

Nov. 8

December

Dec. 8

N o v . 3 Men’s basketball vs.
Bluefield State (exhibition),
Fleming Gym, 6 p.m.

Women’s basketball vs.
Samford, 7 p.m.

Jan. 7

Jan. 9

Dec. 4

Tribute to Robert
Watson, Alumni House, 2 p.m.
Nov. 3

Leigh Tysor Olsen ’88

We love letters

N o v . 2 9 - D e c . 2 Flannel
Shorts, Brown Building Theatre

N o v . 1 0 - 1 8 “Junie B. in Jingle
Bells, Batman Smells!” Taylor
Theatre
Nov. 12

or beth_english@uncg.edu or submit at alumnimagazine.uncg.edu.

2

Project Luncheon, Elliott
University Center, 11:30 a.m.

Editor’s note: If you missed stories from the online
summer magazine, you can find them in the archives at
alumnimagazine.uncg.edu.

Letters may be edited for style, grammar and length.
B e t h E n g l i s h ’ 0 7 M A LS ,

calendar
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Women’s basketball vs.
N.C. Central, 7 p.m.
Women’s basketball vs.
Florida St., Greensboro Coliseum,
noon
Men’s basketball vs.
Wake Forest, 2:30 p.m.

Dec. 22

January
Women’s basketball vs.
Chattanooga, 2 p.m.

Jan. 5

February
F e b . 1 Men’s tennis vs. Coastal
Carolina, 2 p.m.
F e b . 2 Women’s basketball vs.
Western Carolina, 2 p.m.
F e b . 9 “Diana Al-Hadid,”
exhibition, Weatherspoon Art
Museum
F e b . 9 Women’s tennis
vs. Campbell, noon

Fall 2012
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front
Underpass is under way

— Dr. Jim Settle, speaking
about the harmful repercussions
of “helicopter parents”

Living and learning
UNCG has always been prepared to take bold risks when it comes to doing

recent statistics show the overall retention rate for our students is 75.7 percent.

what’s best for our students.

When you look at the numbers for those in learning communities, the
percentage rises to 86.5 percent.

few people had heard of learning communities. But Bob Miller and Warren

	Our goal is to raise that percentage even higher. Living and learning

Ashby knew this “college within a college” would be right for UNCG.

communities are essential to reaching that goal.

	Students developed deep relationships with their professors and with one

College, Cornelia Strong College and Ione Grogan College have fostered

another, and alumni feel passionate about the memories they made there. The

community among students since the mid-to-late 1990s. In addition to the 11

Ashby Residential College web site carries this quote from alumna Megan

we already had in place, we have added four new learning communities this

Letchworth: “This program has probably been the single greatest learning

semester. Now more than one third of first-time college students are living in

experience in my entire life. I would not be the person that I am today without

communities focused on diverse subjects such as Sustainable Entrepreneurship

this program. … It is a comfort to know that I don’t just come back to a

and Achieving Together in Mathematics and Science.

residence hall, I come home.”

	In the coming years, opportunities for learning communities will grow. The

	In a world where technology is becoming increasingly important and online

newly renovated Quad has two classrooms built into the Shaw Residence Hall

education is becoming more deeply imbedded in the college experience, UNCG

and two faculty members living in Quad residence halls. Future residence halls,

is offering residential students something just as important – a chance to

such as those in the mixed-use village (now under construction), will have

connect at the human level. A chance to live in an atmosphere where learning

classrooms as well, making it easier to incorporate living and learning

is ever-present. A chance to integrate intellectual and social lives.

communities.

	It is clear to me that more communities like this are needed as we look for

	Our students are at the core of everything we do. We want them to have

ways to help our students succeed.

rich, satisfying, impactful lives, while at UNCG and beyond.

	Students who are engaged learners are committed learners. Our most

Giving them the tools for a great start is one important step in that journey.
					

uncg magazine

In about a year, the UNCG community will have a safer, underground
way to access the Mixed-Use Village south of Lee Street.
University officials, along with officials from the North Carolina
Railroad Company, broke ground for the new UNCG Pedestrian
Underpass in September. The project, which will facilitate safer pedestrian
and bicycle connection between UNCG’s main campus and the MixedUse Village, will begin just south of the Oakland Avenue Parking Deck,
cross under Oakland Avenue and the North Carolina Railroad Corridor
and end across from the intersection of Glenwood Avenue and Lee Street.
Construction is expected to be completed by the fall of 2013.
The underpass is one of many projects linked to UNCG’s
development of the Mixed-Use Village. Construction is under way on
Spartan Village, an 800-bed residential housing project slated to open
in the fall of 2013. University officials are also planning to build a new
police station, adjacent to the Lee Street exit of the underpass, which
also will open in the fall of 2013.

“I enjoy even one shooting star.”
— Dr. Stephen Danford in a News &
Record article on the potential lack
of visibility of August’s Perseid
meteor shower

“Tate Street, for me, was an
exciting glimpse into a romantic
past: of garret apartments,
tormented musicians and artists,
and harried students contemplating
the meaning of life.”
— Mary-Jude Neal, in the Aug. 12
News & Record

We’re off to a wonderful start. In addition to the legacy of Ashby Residential

And it was.

4

“ Instant gratification

is not always the best thing to
provide for students.”

C h a n c e l l o r L i n d a P. B r a d y tours the Quad
before students arrive on move-in day. Later, she greeted
students and parents there and at other residence halls on
campus. The Quad now has classrooms that
can be used for learning communities.

Ashby Residential College is a wonderful example. Forty-two years ago,

talkingitup
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— Chancellor Linda P. Brady

“It’ll open up doors for the
medical field. What we don’t know,
we’ll learn.”
— Nanoscience researcher Dr.
Marinella Sandros discussing
collaborative work using molecular
biomarkers that could help detect
medical conditions

T o p : A rendering of the semicircle plaza that leads to the underpass. It will
have a diameter of about 250 feet along West Lee Street, with a radius of
approximately 150 feet. The underpass itself will be 14 feet wide and 11 feet
tall, with a blue and gold mosaic tile ceiling. It will be illuminated 24 hours a
day. B o tt o m : A rendering of the underpass, looking southward.
Fall 2012
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How to communicate
			
with your child’s teacher

Life

101

By now, the back-to-school routines are
firmly entrenched and first parent-teacher
conferences are around the corner. Whether
your child just started kindergarten or is
entering her final year of high school, you
may be wondering how to connect with the
teacher. How do you build a partnership
with someone you see a handful of times a
year? What’s the best way to express a
concern? When do you intervene and when
do you back off?
Check out these tips from Jennifer
Mangrum and Amy Vetter, both professors
in the School of Education and former
elementary and secondary education
teachers.
	Schedule a time to talk So many
parents want to ask a quick question
when they drop their kids off in the
morning, but that’s a bad time to do so.
“So much is going on,” Mangrum said. At
the open house at the beginning of the
school year, ask teachers how they prefer
to communicate. These days, many prefer
email – especially high school teachers,
who can have as many as 150 students.
Plan ahead When you schedule a
time to talk with a teacher, plan out your
questions. “Many parents assume the
teacher will lead the conference,”
Mangrum said. Teachers are often only
required to present parents with test
scores or other academic measurements.
“(With my daughter) I wanted to know,
what was she like in class? Did she
speak up? How well did she get along
with others?” If these are the things you
would like to know, jot them down before
the conference.
	Be honest If you’re going through a
divorce or if a loved one has died, it’s
helpful to let the teacher know. It would
explain certain behaviors. Or if your child
is having difficulty with learning a certain
concept, speak up. “It took me a long
time to learn no one knows the child
better than the parent,” Mangrum said.
	Recognize it’s a partnership Along
the same lines, remember you have a
voice. Mangrum recalled one of her
daughter’s elementary school teachers
handing her a list of 10 things to do to
help her daughter get over her shyness.

6
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Noam Chomsky
pays a visit   

Jennifer Mangrum, left, and Amy Vetter stand in the library in the School
of Education building.
“I felt lectured to. I didn’t go in as a
partner. I should have balanced it out
with – how can we work together?”
Stay calm This goes for parents and
teachers. Ultimately, both parents and
teachers want what’s best for the child.
Ideally, teachers should express that. “As
a parent, you really want someone to
care about your child,” Mangrum said.
Another way to keep calm is to put
your thoughts on paper. “If you have a
concern, write it down so you know you’ll
say what you want to say. Some teachers
get nervous when they see a parent
come in with a piece of paper. I thought it
showed they cared.”
If conflict arises It’s important to go
to the teacher first. If you don’t get the
answers you need, then you can go to
the principal.
Sometimes you can bring in a neutral
third party or a mediator to help. If you’re
dealing with an issue in upper grade
levels, bring together all the teachers and
the student as well, Vetter said.
And leave with a plan of action.
Everyone wants to figure out a way to
make whatever the situation is better.
When your child is in high school
They may want to handle conflicts with
teachers themselves. But if you see your
straight-A student is suddenly failing a
class and you know he’s working hard,
you might want to contact the teacher
and let her know there’s a problem.
“There are still times when you’re going
to have to step in,” Mangrum said.

Vetter agreed. “It’s better to communicate
in most cases. …I never got overwhelmed
with parents who wanted to talk about
their child’s grades or homework.”
What doesn’t work? Telling the
teacher how to do her job. Sometimes
parents would question why Vetter was
teaching one book rather than another.
“Parents need to trust that what is being
taught is valuable,” Vetter said.
	Make use of technology Again,
email is a great way to communicate quick
questions. It’s also a way for parents to
stay involved. Some teachers have wikis
or web sites so parents can keep up with
what assignments are due and know when
their child is missing homework.
Remember you’re all on the same
team. “We’re a community of learners,”
Mangrum said. “It’s a human instinct to
love our kids.”
Mangrum, a clinical assistant
professor and co-chair of the elementary
education program, understands parentteacher communication from both sides.
From 1987 to 2004, she taught second
and third grades in Guilford County. She
is also a mother of two, the youngest of
whom is a college freshman. In addition
to her five years at UNCG, she also spent
four years as a professor at N.C. State.
Vetter, in her sixth year at UNCG, is
assistant professor of secondary English
education. She taught high school English
in Texas for five years and spent 10 years
helping students who were learning to be
certified teachers.

Olympic opportunity
Before the summer Olympics began, Cindy Hsieh,
an MFA student in film and video production,
didn’t know sculls from an eggbeater.
By the time the games drew to a close, she
was as familiar with those synchronized swimming
terms as anyone – after all, it was her job.
This past summer, Hsieh was in London working as a researcher on synchronized swimming, as
well as fencing, wrestling and shooting for NBC.
The research room was open 24 hours and
Hsieh worked the night shift, 8 p.m. to 8 a.m. She
considered that a plus, knowing it meant she didn’t
have to shift her sleep schedule too much and she
had the opportunity to watch some “awesome
sports” during the day.
She watched the gold medal soccer game of
Brazil against Mexico. “Hearing 86,000 people
erupt like that was electric,” she said. Hsieh saw
the “epic” four hour and 26 minute tennis match
between Roger Federer and Juan Martin del Potro
at Wimbledon. She remembers watching beach
volleyball and looking over the city and thinking it
looked like a postcard, it was so beautiful.
And in the middle of it all she was spending
hours in the research room. At any moment Bob
Costas or Mary Carillo would walk in and look for
the researcher responsible for a various sport to
answer questions.
“It was time-sensitive material,” she said. “We
were constantly monitoring the news wires. You
didn’t want to be the last one to know any details
about your sport.”
She didn’t get her sports assignments until the
week before she left. She used an Olympic guide
book and YouTube videos to get up to speed. She
learned the star athletes and knew all about the
Americans who would be competing. She kept up
with schedules and let producers know when to

cut over to her sports. She also was prepared with
information such as what happens in case of tiebreakers.
The researchers arrived 10 days before the
games began and started work on their first
assignment – discovering the names and pronunciations for each flag bearer in the opening ceremony, along with an interesting fact for the
announcers.
“It was a little like being a detective,” she said.
While she wasn’t familiar with the sports she
researched, she was familiar with how the research
room worked. She had worked as a figure skating
researcher for the winter Olympics in Vancouver.
That time, she knew her sport inside and out.
She started skating when she was 12 and performed in ice shows for a few years after getting
her undergraduate degree. Eventually, a former
competitor helped her get a job with ABC Sports,
which led to a job with NBC and research for the
Vancouver games.
She loved it. When the summer games were
approaching, she emailed her contact and asked
for a job in London. It was a long shot, but it
worked. “It was an opportunity I couldn’t pass up.”
Hsieh loves the ins and outs of sports journalism but she has a different goal in mind as she
works on her MFA.
“I want to head to L.A. and become a director
for Hollywood film production,” she said. “I like the
hustle and busyness of being on set. And the
product you come out with is satisfying.”
This semester, she’s back at UNCG working on
her degree. But the Olympics isn’t far from her
thoughts of the future.
“I am totally blessed in how this opened up for
me,” she said. “Four years from now I would love
to be in Rio.”

The tickets sold out within two
weeks. A music act? The hot touring
Broadway show?
No. Theorist and activist Noam
Chomsky in a peace studies lecture.
Well over 300 people attended the
talk in Sullivan Science Building. “We
could have had another 100 there,”
said Dr. Tom Matyok, who secured
the visit.
Chomsky, known as the father of
modern linguistics, is recognized for
the breadth of his highly influential
work in such areas as philosophy and
psychology. He also offers analysis of
foreign policy and the media.
“He’s such a significant public
intellectual,” Matyok said. “His
scholarship has been so significant to
our students — so we invited him.”
Matyok is assistant professor in
the Conflict & Peace Studies program,
where he is graduate studies coordinator. Jessica Roberts, a master’s student in the program, took on a large
role, serving on the planning committee and working out a lot of the logistics, including setting up the online
ticketing and handling marketing.
“For me, the highlight was seeing how excited all the guests were to
interact with Professor Chomsky,” she
said. “He was so gracious to stay and
sign books, take photos and talk with
every person waiting for him after the
program.”
Chomsky is living history, Matyok
says. “He remains so influential.”
Next spring’s talk, marking the
fifth year in the UNCG Conflict and
Peace Studies Program’s annual
speaker series, will feature David
Cortright of the Krok Institute at
Notre Dame.
Fall 2012
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You are invited to the presentation “Virginia Dare in Fact and

news
front

Fancy,” by author Marjorie Hudson. The talk will be Thursday, Nov. 8, 4 p.m.,

thestudio

in the Virginia Dare Room, Alumni House. Admission is free. It marks the
birth of Virginia Dare 425 years ago, as well as the reception hall’s
75th year. It is sponsored by the Friends of the UNCG Libraries.

Historic visit
First Lady Michelle Obama gives student
Keylin Rivera a hug during her Aug. 1 visit to
campus. Rivera introduced the First Lady
before her appearance in Fleming Gym. The
event was co-sponsored by the UNCG
College Democrats and the Obama for
America Campaign. With this visit, Michelle
Obama joined a list of other First Ladies who
have made stops at UNCG, including Eleanor
Roosevelt and Lady Bird Johnson.

Painting on a Dare
Cannon shoots straight
When it’s a week before classes
start and you have a line of
freshmen at your office door
seeking your advice, it’s obvious
you have some wisdom to share.
Every aspiring pre-med
student knows: You should talk
with Dr. Rob Cannon, Room 441.
Cannon’s been doing that
since the early 1970s. The back
story? He’d worked as an orderly
in high school. Upon graduation
from Earlham, he applied to
medical school, unsuccessfully. As
a graduate student, he lost interest
in being a physician. He found he
loved research. Since joining
UNCG, he’s been a pre-med
advisor. There’s been a steady
stream of undergraduates at his
office in 441 Eberhart for 41 years.
He is known for breaking the
tension with humor, particularly
helpful in large undergraduate
classes. Recently, he held up a
picture of himself from 40 years
ago — with a full head of hair —
and told them that’s how much
he’s aged in the past year.
His slogans, whether funny or

8
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serious, have the same effect. “It
is not the answers that enlighten,
but the questions,” is one. He
encourages his students to ask
questions in class — other students
are bound to have the same
question, so go ahead and ask.
He also is known for his realworld advice. “Do you want to be
admitted to medical, dental,
veterinary medical, physician
assistant, physical therapy,
occupational therapy school?” one

handout says. “You MUST have
hands-on experience to have a
competitive application.” He has
created a handout for every
common question. He has stacks
at the ready, in his office. “I should
just create YouTube videos,” he
jokes.
For the students, he breaks
down potential experience
opportunities. It’s very competitive.
Every medical school applicant will
share three traits: They want to be

a doctor. They have a good
GPA. They have taken the MCAT.
The challenge, he says, is how to
stand out.
Last year, about 35 UNCG
students applied to medical
school; about 16 got in, according
to Cannon. Six of the eight who
applied got into dental school, he
says.
He opens a drawer. In it are
grade books from 1972 to
2011. He goes down the list of
names. For most, he knows their
story. “He went to ECU medical
school. She’s a doctor down in
Charlotte. She went to medical
school. He’s a physician in Dallas,
Texas...”
Last year, to mark his 40th
year teaching microbiology at
UNCG, he wrote a letter or an
email to as many students as he
could from exactly 20 years ago
and 40 years ago. Many
responded. “I reconnected with
one of my first graduate students.”
If that student were to visit
campus, they’d know just where
to find him: 441 Eberhart.

The first pictures above the fireplace mantles in the Alumni House’s
Virginia Dare Room had nothing to do with Virginia Dare.
The verdict on this first set of prospective panels?
President Julius Foust considered them “garish.” Alumni Secretary
Clara Booth Byrd ‘13 particularly did not like one of the scenes.
The Alumni House Building Committee in that first month of 1936
entertained the possibility of having a painter create originals. In
February, J. Frank Jones of Richmond, who would become the
house’s decorator, made his first tour. He disapproved of those
particular panels too. He suggested, instead, early scenes of the
history of the college. Byrd suggested scenes, perhaps, of the early
history of the state.
A February letter indicates several possibilities were suggested by
the secretary of the North Carolina Historical Commission: the
baptism of Virginia Dare, “the famous John White pictures,” the old
Capitol and Tryon Palace at New Bern.
In a March 2 meeting, Jones presented to the committee a picture
of the “Baptism of Virginia Dare,” which had been sent to Byrd from
Raleigh. The committee was impressed. On March 3, a picture was
found in Dr. Alex Arnett’s “The Story of North Carolina” called “The
Tree Inscribed Croatan.” (Arnett was on our faculty.) Jones considered
them perfect.
They both were scenes from the “lost colony,” a settlement led by
John White on Roanoke Island. Virginia Dare, White’s granddaughter,
was the first baby born on this continent to English settlers. Sailing to
England for supplies but delayed in his return, Governor White and
others found a deserted settlement - and the marking of “Croatan” on
a tree. The colony, depicted in the well-known Paul Green outdoor
drama, is known as the “Lost Colony.”
In March, Jones wrote to Foust that after doing research work, “I
do not believe that it will be possible to find subjects more

appropriate and that will afford greater possibilities for decorative
panels as well as historical events than the Baptism of Virginia Dare
and the Discovery of the Croatan Tree.” He had spoken with a young
man about painting the two panels, and they’d agreed on $150 each,
what he called a “ridiculously low price.”
An unsigned July 1936 letter (located in Clara Booth Byrd’s
papers) to Jones says that enclosed is a check for $300, in payment
for the murals. “Please say to the artist that we are very much
pleased with them,” it says. An October 1936 letter to Jones strongly
requests a promised “story of the murals.”
“I should like to know the names of the characters,” the writer
says, who is obviously asked about these murals a lot. The writer
complains, “In fact, I do not even know the name of the painter, other
than that he is a Mr. Newbold, of Richmond.”
Whether or not the committee received the “story of the murals”
is unknown. But years later in an Alumni News, Byrd said they
eventually learned the young artist Sidney Newbold was originally
from London, and that he was “paying court” to Virginia Jones, the
decorator’s daughter. She was his real interest in the project. They’d
ultimately marry.
Fundraising continued for the home and its furnishings. In April
1937, Pulitzer winner Paul Green read excerpts from his then-popular
Broadway play “Johnny Johnson” at the house as a benefit for the
house. About 300 attended. That summer, his play-pageant “The Lost
Colony” premiered on Roanoke Island. The following winter, Green
returned to Alumni House to give a benefit “lecture-recital,” this time
based on his “The Lost Colony.” A review in the Feb. 11, 1938, The
Carolinian shows that he read, enacted and even sang from his play,
to a large crowd in the Alumni House “reception hall.” It does not say
if he referenced the murals. It does say, “The audience could easily
visualize the setting...”
Fall 2012
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Weatherspoon staff help
solve Goodwill art mystery
Detective work by
Weatherspoon Art
Museum staff helped an
artist confirm the deal
of a lifetime from a local
Goodwill store.
Artist Beth Feeback,
always on the look out
for large canvases to
repurpose at thrift stores,
though she’d hit the
jackpot when she bought
two huge paintings for a
mere $9.99 each.
Did she ever: One of
Beth Feeback and her husband, Steve, stand with “Vertical
the large square canvases
Diamond” – a Goodwill find that was ultimately worth $27,500.
was painted by noted
Russian abstract artist Ilya Bolotowsky and had a Weatherspoon Art Museum sticker on
the back. Someone contacted the museum staff. Could anyone help figure out how such
a valuable painting ended up at Goodwill?
Staff initially thought the work must have been part of a Weatherspoon fundraising
event, from which artworks (not owned by the museum, but created or donated for
the event) are purchased by ticket-holders. Or, perhaps it was in an exhibition at the
Weatherspoon back in the day.
Here’s an excerpt from the museum’s blog, written by Weatherspoon registrar
Heather Moore:
“Details came to us piecemeal: an image of the front of the canvas, a title (‘Vertical
Diamond’), its dimensions, and a label on the back indicating the purchase price was
$5,500 in 1979. Based on this information, I began to look through our records for events
or exhibitions at that time.
“Greensboro Collectors was described as a show of ‘privately owned art works from
collectors in and around the city’ at the museum from March 25 to April 15, 1979, and
included ‘paintings by Renoir, Corot, Pearlstein, and Bolotowsky.’ I thought that had
potential, so I went to the storage area where we keep our archived files, to dig around
for information on this particular exhibition. Bingo! The painting, ‘Vertical Diamond,’
was loaned by Burlington Industries to the Weatherspoon for the 1979 Greensboro
Collectors show. I found the original loan form in the file, and all of the details matched
– title, date of work, dimensions. (This is precisely why we registrars like to keep EVERY
sheet of paperwork, ever!)
“It was hard to contain my excitement: it seemed that some lucky person had the
real deal! …When Burlington Industries filed for bankruptcy and then moved out of its
headquarters building on Friendly Avenue in 2004, its collection of artwork was widely
disseminated.”
Feeback sent the artwork to Sotheby’s for auction. When Sotheby’s accepted the
painting, it was valued at $15,000 to $20,000. In September, it sold for $34,375 – the
hammer price of $27,500 plus a buyer’s premium.
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All ears, literally

Jason deCaires Taylor www.jasondecairestaylor.com

thestudio

Shaped like a person and sculpted from casts of
adolescents’ ears, “The Listener” stands underwater in
tropical Cancun, collecting sounds that will tell scientists like
Dr. Patricia Gray more about nature’s symphony and how
human interaction affects it.
“The Listener” is a result of a collaboration between Gray,
director of UNCG’s BioMusic program, and marine biologist
Heather Spence. The innovative installation, located in the
National Marine Park of Cancun in Mexico, and sculpted by
artist Jason Taylor, includes a hydrophone that will record the
sounds of the reef environment on a water-resistant internal
hard drive for future analysis.
“The point of this project is to explore the musicality of
the sounds of animals living in the ocean and the impact of
anthropomorphic sounds on the wild,” Gray said. “My
collaboration aims to advance research that explores the
impact of human sounds and to advance our understanding
of the underlying structures and relationships of sounds in
the ocean.”
“The Listener” is one of three hydrophone projects Gray
has deployed in recent months in Mexico. The others are
located on Isla Contoy and in the migratory channel at the
north end of Isla Mujeres.
The collaboration is a project of the BioMusic
International Research and Education Project, which is
directed by Gray.

“The Listener,” an underwater sculpture made
of casts of ears, includes a hydrophone that
will record the sounds of the reef environment
in Cancun, Mexico.

Natural born entrepreneur
Sometimes a little push is all you need.
Ivy Rutledge ’96 had been thinking about a project related to
nature education. When she returned to UNCG to get her master’s in
English, she took Terry Kennedy’s ENG 535 class, Entrepreneurship and
Independent Press Publishing.
Speakers from literary magazines and independent presses came
and shared their stories. “They all had a boldness,” Rutledge recalls.
“They made it seem not so scary.”
For their final class project, students planned some kind of literary
venture. That’s where “The Friendly Naturalist” was born.
“Once I started planning it, I couldn’t not do it,” she said in a
previous interview for Go Triad. “At UNCG, they really emphasize the
idea that you can go out there and you can do this.”
It’s a small, hand-bound paper volume, designed to be easily
carried in a pocket. The pages are filled with anything nature related –
drawings, photographs, poetry, recipes, reflections, memories and even

blank pages for people to record their thoughts.
“We (she is assisted by other members of the New Garden Friends
Meeting Earth Care Committee) wanted it to include enough variety
that it could be for everyone – regardless of age or outdoorsiness.”
Ultimately, she would like for people to take the journal outdoors
with them and be inspired to fill up the blank pages. Then maybe they
will send some of their musings and drawings to Rutledge for inclusion
in future issues.
“We’re open to content of any kind. It’s not a literary journal. We’re
looking for simple, straightforward authenticity.”
Rutledge plans to put out four issues each year, coming out
around the solstices and equinoxes. As each issue comes out, she
expects it to grow.
“I think the community is really ripe for this,” she says. “I just set it
in motion.”
To learn more, visit friendlynaturalist.tumblr.com.
Fall 2012
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A return to Aycock, with a banjo on her knee
It’s her favorite memory in Aycock: She did more than perform
the title role in the 2004 opera “Susannah.”
“I got to choreograph the square dance and teach it to
everyone.”
Rhiannon Giddens ‘04x can now add another: launching
the 2012-13 UNCG Performing Arts Series with her band.
The Carolina Chocolate Drops play old stringband tunes,
blues selections, jugband songs, spirituals, even an occasional
Celtic reel or Haitian tune — each with a historical introduction
to give it context. And they make it all sound modern. Their CD
“Genuine Negro Jig” won a Grammy last year. This fall, the
band was nominated for best group of the year in the
Americana Awards. Mentored by African-American fiddler Joe
Thompson of Alamance County, they were the first black
stringband to play the Grand Ol’ Opry. They explore styles of
traditional music — much of it African-American — that haven’t
been heard much in a century or more.
And their audiences keep growing.
That’s now. Back then, like many high school seniors,
Rhiannon wanted to get out of her hometown. So she went to
the Oberlin Conservatory in Ohio and graduated in vocal
performance.
Rhiannon didn’t know at the time that life would take her to
the Grammy Awards, Americana Awards and many big music
festivals within a decade.
Rhiannon did know a friend was auditioning for the UNCG
School of Music. Rhiannon’s stepmother, Lorraine Shackelford,
was a faculty member in Drama. Rhiannon knew UNCG had an
excellent music program. Her father had received his music
education degree there — and her parents, David Giddens ‘71
and Deborah Jamieson, had met at UNCG. Rhiannon knew of
David Holley, director of opera. Once she joined, “I got on really
well with Ms. Scott.” That would be faculty member Lavone
Tobin-Scott.
She earned a featured role in two operas in Aycock
Auditorium in 2003-04. She was Beth in “Little Women.” And
there was “Susannah.” The first opera she’d ever been a part of,

Copland’s “The Tender Land,” had a square dance, and it wasn’t
done right. “Not authentic.” It had irked her.
“Look, David,” she remembers saying, “I teach square
dances — and call them.” The production went on to win a
national award. So did “Little Women.”
When Giddens spoke to Holley’s entrepreneurship class last
fall, she told them her experiences — and what she’d learned at
UNCG. As a graduate student, she’d attended a four-day
workshop on how to be a professional musician. She learned
about the business end of it — but was mostly inspired by the
message of “You have to ‘go for it.’” It changed the course of
her life. “I have to do this myself,” she recalls thinking.
She says that year had “a huge effect on what I am now.”
Why didn’t she finish out her degree program? Money was
part of it. She also was getting impatient with the classical
process. As she says, “I wanted to go put on a concert.” She
was doing Celtic music at the time. The next year, as it turns
out, she helped found the Carolina Chocolate Drops.
At the Aycock show, as the Drops transitioned from a blues
number to a Scottish one — they each play a variety of
instruments, with Giddens usually on fiddle or banjo — she told
the big crowd her story of “Susannah.” She acknowledged
Holley and her voice teacher Scott, as well as her husband,
parents, and other family members and old friends in the crowd.
She was about to display voice modulation and breath
control you simply don’t expect to hear in your typical string
band. But she learned well.
As she said of her classical training: “It comes in handy all
the time.”
After a European tour with the band, she’ll perform some
seasonal-themed “The Gathering” shows in December with
Laurelyn Dossett before taking a maternity leave, she says, with
her second child. The UNCG Performing Arts Series continues
in the spring semester with the musical trio Time for Three on
Jan. 18 and the dance/theatrical troupe Keiwgin + Company
April 5. Both shows are in Aycock Auditorium. To purchase
tickets, call 866-579-TIXX.

alumni authors
“The Prairie Thief” and “Inch and Roly Make a Wish,” by M e l i s s a B r a n n o n ’ 9 3 M F A under the
name Melissa Wiley ° “The Word Made Flesh,” a collection of short stories by K e v i n C ata l a n o
’ 0 0 ° “Butterfly’s Child,” a novel by A n g e l a Da v i s - G a r d n e r ’ 6 5 M F A ° “The Storms of
Deliverance,” a novel by La r r y H i g d o n ’ 6 9 ° “White Bound: Nationalists, Antiracists, and the
Shared Meanings of Race,” by Matt h e w H u g h e y ’ 9 9 ° “The Church as the Surrogate Family,”
by D r . R o b b i e M i l l s ‘ 7 8 MSN ° “Pokerface,” a novel by B r a d y S i n c l a i r M o o r e ’ 1 0 °
“Stray Decorum,” a collection of short stories by G e o r g e S i n g l e t o n ’ 8 6 M F A ° “The Rigid
Body,” a poetry collection by G a b r i e l Sp e r a ’ 9 1 M F A ° “Mixed Signals,” a mystery by J a n e
T e s h ’ 7 4 ME d ° “Murder in the Dog Park,” a mystery by J i l l Y e s k o ’ 0 9 C ER T
Award: T o m K e a l e y ’ 9 2 won the Flannery O’Connor Award for Short Fiction for his collection,
“Thieves I’ve Known.” The book will be published by the University of Georgia Press in fall 2013.
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Rhiannon Giddens ’04x, second
from the right, stands with other
members of The Carolina
Chocolate Drops, a Grammy
Award-winning band.

Music library has a new name
The library in the Music Building is now the Harold Schiffman
Music Library.
Schiffman, a Greensboro-born composer, and Jane Perry-Camp
made a $2 million planned gift to UNCG. The couple’s gift will
provide music scholarships and support the University Libraries.
“During my childhood days,” Schiffman says, “the Woman’s
College of the University of North Carolina (now UNCG) was very
important, even crucial, to my development as a musician. I attended
many concerts and even had some performances of my music there.
Now, UNCG has become a home for my musical archive, and I
am truly grateful for the wonderful care for it from the staff of the
Jackson Library and the School of Music, Theatre and Dance.”
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Outtake
St u d y b r e ak Freshmen Jake Wise and Christine Fry enjoy an early fall
day by flinging a Frisbee on the Quad lawn.

p h oto b y d a v i d w i lso n ,
a ss i st a n t P h otogr a p h y e d i tor

You can discover more about a person in an hour of
play than in a year of conversation. — Plato
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DYN A MI C DUO Kellie Orewiler (9),
2011 SoCon Libero of the Year, and
Katherine Santiago (11) have shared
libero duties this season.

blue&gold

Triple play

Cat on the prowl
has ever defeated. It tops a
win against a No. 10 ranked
team two years earlier —
Wake Forest.
“You had a team, in
Wake Forest, that had about
20 different set pieces on
Friday night,” said Coach
Steve Nugent later that
weekend. Set pieces, which
come off a pause in play,
often present opportunities
for scoring. “And our team
was stellar when it came to
C at Ba r n e k o w
defending against set pieces.”
You’re facing the No. 7 team in the country.
Wake Forest didn’t get as many looks
No score. It’s a loose ball. Senior Cat
as they wanted. They got some good ones,
Barnekow, named pre-season All-SoCon,
he explained. “That’s when you need great
takes possession.
goalkeeping. I think coming into this season,
“I don’t think [the defender] really
it was the biggest change for us. Kelsey
expected me to do much, so I took advantage
Kearney ‘12 was the class of the league for
of that.” She drove it down the field.
four years. That’s a huge hole to replace.”
“I served a cross, Chesney was there, and
He adds, “Jamie Simmons has been up
it worked out perfectly.”
to the task. I couldn’t be more proud of her.
Chesney White, a freshman, calls it a
And I couldn’t be happier for our team, that
perfect pass. “I just ran straight through it and
we have filled that gap we were so concerned
headed it in.”
about, coming into this season.
It was 1-0 Spartans at halftime. The
“We have one of the top five hardest nonsecond half was a barrage of scoring attempts
conference schedules in the country. Certainly
— 15 shots on the Spartan goal in the half
the toughest for any mid-major.”
alone. But the Spartans held on for the win.
Defending national champion Stanford.
“It was on our end a lot. But we had
Santa Clara, a former national champion.
a gameplan. We knew that was going to
Kentucky and Louisville, both in the NCAA
happen. We prepared for it,” says freshman
Tournament last year. Wake Forest, a final
goalkeeper Jamie Simmons.
four team from 2011. SEC’s Georgia. “You
She acknowledges “there were a couple
start doing the math....”
(of shots) I was a little nervous about — but
The conference season will be “a big
our team was keeping my head in the game, I
challenge for us,” the coach says.
was keeping their head in the game. And we
“We want to be holding that trophy in
did what we had to do.”
November, down in Alabama. We want these
Wake Forest, at No. 7 nationally, was the
players to know what that feels like. We’ve
highest ranked team UNCG Women’s Soccer
got a lot of work between now and then.”

Making noise
on the back row
You have to rack up a courtful of digs to be
named SoCon Libero of the Year - as a
sophomore, no less.
“What you don’t see are the number of
digs I missed - which we do keep a stat on
and which I do pay very close attention to,”
Kellie Orewiler modestly says, just before an
early season practice. The 579 digs she did
create last season ranked fifth all-time in
school history.
A dig is getting under a ball that has been
spiked – and popping it up so others can
make an offensive play.
What contributes to her high number?
“We do a lot of fundamentals. We’re really
breaking down the technique of how to dig.
People don’t realize how technical it really is.”
She explains she has done a lot of extra
reps to develop the best approach. “Getting
around the ball instead of getting out and
diving - that contributes to a lot higher dig
percentage.”
Getting around the ball means “getting
my body behind the ball, not just taking a

stab and reaching out - but what we call
‘finishing the dig’.”
A libero is usually near the back row.
Some fans might not pay as much attention
to the back row as they do the hitters near
the net, she notes. “We are the person to
give everything up for them, so they can
reap the benefits. Which is totally fine; it’s
what I enjoy.”
Orewiler also is known for her aggressive
serving, as she ranked fourth in the SoCon
last season in aces per set.
“Hitting our zones” is a key, she explains.
“Coach is good at giving us spots on the
court, and we have to hit those zones.” That
helps disrupt things on the other side, she
explains, such as a pattern the other team is
about to run.
A co-captain with Ari Lysacek and Olivia
Humphries, Orewiler is a business studies
major. “I am looking into entrepreneurship I’d like to own my own business someday.”
And she is a Spanish minor. She hopes to
study abroad, most likely during her senior

spring semester or a summer.
“The idea of being bilingual, I really like
that. I think we should all be bilingual, you
know? It’s very important in today’s world.”
And this year? “Every day, we’re pushing
each other,” she says. She is sharing the
libero position this season with freshman
Katherine Santiago - sometimes they are both
on the back line.
“She’s very competitive,” Coach Patrick
Nicholas says of Orewiler. “She’s very, very
loud on the floor - which is huge.”
Coach Nicholas explains that in Orewiler’s
freshman year, he noticed that some players
were sort of quiet. He gathered the team
together. “Why is it easy to play with Kellie?”
“Because she’s loud and she talks,” said
the upperclassmen. They knew where she
was and what she was going to do.
“She has a big drive inside to be
successful - academically and on the court,”
he says, exemplified by her transforming
herself through weight training. “She has
some high goals for herself.”

A trio of new coaches are on board.
Link Jarrett, a two-time assistant coach of the year
award winner, is the new head baseball coach. He succeeds Mike Gaski ‘76 MFA, who had been coach since the
program’s founding in 1991, compiling a 657-540-1 record
and four conference coach of the year honors.
Jarrett brings 13 years of coaching experience to the
program, including stops at Flagler, Mercer, Florida State,
East Carolina and Auburn. Jarrett has spent the past
three seasons as the assistant coach/director of player
development at Auburn. During his time at Auburn, the
Tigers averaged 34 wins per season and advanced to the
Southeastern Conference Tournament all three years. He
was in charge of the team’s offense and helped the Tigers
set school records for batting average, home runs and
slugging percentage.
He played shortstop at Florida State and played in the
minor leagues for several years.
Sarah Sargent, a former LPGA Tour and Duramed
Futures Tour member, is the new women’s golf coach.
Sargent spent six years on the Futures Tour and two years
on the LPGA Tour before heading into collegiate coaching
at Furman and Coastal Carolina.
Sargent played at Furman University for Hall of Fame
head coach Mic Potter, earning National Golf Coaches
Association All-America honors and the SoCon Player
of the Year award in the 2003-04 season. She also was
named the Furman Female Athlete of the Year in 2004.
She led the Paladins to four SoCon titles and four NCAA
Regional appearances, including a berth in the NCAA
Championships. She was a member of the LPGA Tour in
2007 and 2008, and has twice participated in the U.S. Open.
Janelle Breneman, who has spent the past eight years
in the SEC and ACC, is the new head softball coach.
Breneman brings 17 years of collegiate coaching experience to UNCG, including nine years as a head coach at
both Bucknell and East Stroudsburg.
Breneman spent the past two seasons as the top assistant coach at South Carolina. Before that, she spent six
seasons as an assistant coach at UNC Chapel Hill.
She also was a standout on the field, playing two years
in the Women’s Pro Softball League for the
Georgia Pride and was a four-year letterwinner at
Bloomsburg University, where she earned All-America
honors as a senior.

quickstats
Find athletic team schedules at

uncgspartans.com

Chelsea Sumney won the cross-country
Elon Invitational, besting the second-place
runner by
.

34 seconds

30

Men’s goalkeeper Peyton Ford, a fouryear starter, was one of
national
candidates for the 2012
Senior CLASS Award in collegiate soccer.

Women’s golfers Berglind Bjornsdottir
and Courtney Taylor and men’s golfer
Robert Hoadley were named

A ll -

American Scholars

by national golf coaches associations.
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Men’s cross country was ranked

ninth

in the Southeast by
the U.S. Track & Field/Cross Country
Coaches Association.
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Competitive fire.
Robust voice. Business savvy.

Meet Sidney Outlaw ’04.
B y L a n i t a W i t h e rs G o i n s , st a ff wr i t e r
P h otogr a p h y b y D a v i d W i lso n ,
a ss i st a n t p h otogr a p h y e d i tor

Some singers sign up for a vocal competition for the experience.
Not Sidney Outlaw ’04.
“I came to put on a show,” he says. “I came to put on a show because that’s what they came to see.”
He approaches the stage with the same intensity as the professional athlete who knows a clutch
performance will determine the outcome of the match. There’s no microphone. The power of his diaphragm propels his earthy baritone into the recital hall’s acoustics.
More than 300 singers signed up for the 2010 Concurso Internacional de Canto Montserratt
Caballe, an international vocal competition held in Spain. The first cut whittled the number to 45.
Entering the finals, only 11 remained. When the final votes were tallied, Sidney was the last man
standing, winner of the Grand Prize.
Winning the prestigious competition is a highlight in Sidney’s ascending career. The New York
Times called him “a baritone with a deep, rich timbre.” The San Francisco Chronicle hailed him as
“an outstanding powerhouse.” Opera Now noted his ability to hold an audience at rapt attention.
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‘Move the
tongue’

Sidney visits his
UNCG vocal coach
and mentor Levone
Tobin-Scott when
in Greensboro,
fine-tuning his
mechanics and
technique for optimal performance.

Perhaps the Washington Post put it best: “Outlaw has made great
strides for a young budding baritone and possesses great potential to
seize a world-class vocal career.”
That’s certainly Sidney’s intent. “I’m very competitive. I’m going
to compete against you the way Lebron James is going to compete
against Kobe Bryant in a basketball game. The way I compete at that
level is by singing through the heart and with soul and by giving
those people a show. I don’t care if they speak Spanish and I don’t
speak the language. We speak a universal language through music.”

‘The stage is where I belong’
Sidney, 31, always knew he wanted to do something in music. It was
almost predestined for him, coming from a family whose members
have been leading the faithful in worship in the hills and mountains
of his native Brevard, N.C., since the 1800s. As a teenager he filled
notebooks with lyrics, dreaming of songwriting for legendary R&B
producer Kenneth “Babyface” Edmonds.
Then he found opera. Or, as Sidney puts it, “opera found me.
“There’s something about orchestral music, chamber music —
something about that genre of music that sparks a fire in me and
moves me in a way I can’t even describe. Singing opera, it’s just the
most high art form for me — the most grand, high art form — and
to be able to keep that tradition alive, to sing in opera houses on the
world stage, to be able to share it with others, that’s an amazing thing.”
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In finding opera, he found his calling. “Sidney Outlaw was born
to sing,” says his UNCG vocal teacher and mentor Levone TobinScott. “There’s no question about it. That was a gift that was given to
him before he was even born.
“There are a number of people who are given the gift to sing, to
play piano, to do whatever. But many of them do not delve into their
gift the way that Sidney does. Sidney eats, sleeps, drinks and lives to
sing. Nothing on this earth — other than his family and his God —
is more important to him than the preparation that he puts into his
practice to perform. He is a professional.”
And he always has been, even before he stepped into Scott’s
studio as a UNCG freshman. Scott first met Sidney at a high school
vocal competition held on UNCG’s campus. By virtue of his firstplace finish, Sidney performed at the Winner’s Recital, where students could showcase any song from their repertoire. Scott was
standing by the doorway with a colleague named Charlie when
Sidney approached the stage.
He didn’t choose a classical Western composition stemming
from English, German or Italian traditions, Scott recalls. “He sang an
arrangement of a Negro spiritual. I was very impressed. And not only
did he chose to sing a spiritual, but he chose to sing it a cappella.
“He opened his mouth, and both Charlie and I reached for each
other and just held hands because this voice, when it comes out of
his mouth, it’s captivating. It’s like no other voice you’ve ever heard.

And for him to just be 17 years of age. He wasn’t even 18. He hadn’t
even graduated high school yet.”
After his performance, Sidney made a beeline for Scott. “You’re
Mrs. Scott, aren’t you?” he asked.
“Yes,” she replied.
“I’m coming to UNCG. I’ve already auditioned. I’ve been accepted. I want to study with you. Is that possible?”
“Yes it is. When you send your acceptance letter back, request me
as your teacher.”
Several weeks passed and in the midst of other preparations, Scott
forgot about the earnest student. But not for long. “Three weeks after
he gets back to Brevard, an email pops up,” she says. “Two weeks
later, another email. Sidney must have written four or five times over
the summer. He was just so eager to jump into college life.”
Sidney blossomed at UNCG. “Sidney walked into this institution
knowing what he wanted, how he was going to go about and get
it, what he needed to do to get it, and he accomplished all of those
goals,” Scott says. “Every one of them. Had he not, he would never
have gotten a free ride at Juilliard.
“I simply took care of Sidney’s voice,” Scott adds. “I made sure
no harm came to it. God gave him that instrument; there’s no one
else who could have done that. Sidney was grounded and focused —
and he still is.”
Sidney graduated from UNCG in 2004 with a bachelor’s of music

in performance. The next stop was New York City, where he’d spend
three more years fine-tuning his craft while earning a master of vocal
arts from The Juilliard School. He still calls the city home.

Survival of the fittest
Don’t let the elegant refinery fool you. The world of professional
opera is hyper-competitive. A rising performer in the notoriously
cut-throat industry, Sidney knows that he has to be “on” all the time.
“It’s survival of the fittest. People get bored very quickly. I try to look
and sound better each time they see me.”
The life of a professional musician is one of constant competition,
explains Warren Jones, a pianist with decades of experience who has
known and worked with Sidney for years.
“There’s only so many jobs and there’s always a pile of people
for every one of them,” says Jones, who will accompany Sidney
during the singer’s Carnegie Hall debut in January. “It’s not like
someone who gets a job in an office and knows they’re going to have
a regular paycheck and they’re comfortable. In the kind of work
that Sidney does, there’s no such guarantee about anything because
you’re only as good as the last time you stood up and sang.
“The selection process is long and very detailed. Just having the
will to get through that is quite something. When you get through it,
then you have to stay on top of it, and staying on top of it is like riding a wave because there’s always a gazillion people after you trying
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1)

Sidney talks with his
friend and frequent piano
accompanist Carol Wong
after a rehearsal at
Juilliard

2)

Brandy Monge,
Sidney’s CrossFit coach,
guides him during an
early-morning workout

1) 2)

3)
to knock you down and take your place.”
Sidney tracks his time — down to seconds — in part because
being late to an audition, a rehearsal, a performance could close a
door for him. “From where we got off the train at Broadway, it’ll take
22 to 24 minutes to get to Lincoln Center,” Sidney says as he strides
through Manhattan. Legs sore from a tough early-morning workout?
He knows to add two minutes to his commute.
He has a personal rule for excursions that take him to the areas
between 50th and 90th streets in Manhattan, the nexus of New York
City’s performing arts landmarks: No casual looks. Shirts have collars, his pant legs are crisp, his look is together. A lot of people hear
with their eyes before they ever hear with their ears, he explains.
He studies music for work and entertainment. Seeing him
strap-hanging on the subway, backward ballcap and oversized Beats
by Dr. Dre headphones perched on his head, you’d never guess the
music bumping through the speakers was American soprano Leontyne
Price or German baritone Dietrich Fischer-Dieskau. He meets up with
friends on the weekend to read music scores “just for fun.”
“You always have to stay on the cutting edge. There’s no rest. I
have four to five music scores in my head,” he says. “That’s why I
don’t walk in a straight line. I’m thinking about music.”
Even after years of professional training, Sidney still works with
a bevy of vocal coaches and music professionals, each helping him
hone and perfect his craft. When in Greensboro, Sidney visits Scott
for a fine-tuning. She sits at the piano in her studio, correcting subtle
errors in posture and singing mechanics that could hinder Sidney’s
warm, regal sound.
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3)

Sidney peeks at Ivy
Julease Newman’s laptop
as they discuss his
revamped web site

“I need you to create more backspace for that octave,” Scott
instructs. “Move the tongue.”
“You have to create the space to get high before you hit the high
note.”
“Make sure every sound that’s made moves forward without any
interference from Sidney.”
He’s committed to his practice. He’s committed to his craft. He
knows what’s at stake. “When you’re tired and you can’t fall back on
your talent, you need your technique to pull you through.”

Introducing Team Outlaw
As an artistic entrepreneur Sidney has to not only care for his voice,
but also establish and cultivate his personal brand. He’s a faithful
student, observing and taking notes from a wide array of inspiration.
“I look at the way other people run their careers, especially the
successful ones. I look at people like Jay-Z, Diddy, Russell Simmons,”
he says, rattling off the names of some of the most successful hiphop entrepreneurs. “People laugh at me when I throw those names
around as a classical musician, but those are some smart guys.
“I’ve always been one of those people who dream big,” he adds.
“I’m having visions of grandeur, of finding a way to talk to New
Balance or Nike. In my head, I’m thinking, ‘I wonder how I can get
Nike endorsements? To get paid to wear their apparel?’ To find a link
between opera singers and workouts. I think big.”
One thing experience and observation have taught him: It takes
more than training and talent to make your living as a professional
artist.
It takes a team.
Sidney’s, dubbed Team Outlaw, is full of friends, family and
advisors who have helped him along the way. “It’s good to have an
amazing cabinet — your cabinet, your administration — because I’m
just one person.”
His cabinet includes people like trainer Brandy Monge of
CrossFit Queens. Gone are the days of the operatic stereotype of fat
ladies and gents singing. Sidney uses the intense, full-body workouts
as a way to train his body as hard as he’s training his voice. “Opera
is very Hollywood now because The Metropolitan Opera has an HD
(high definition) broadcast,” he says. “Now, we have to be very fit
and ‘made for TV.’
“Singing is athletic. A lot of people think singers have it easy, but
there is a lot of technique that goes into singing. It’s a very athletic art

form. Not only am I singing over a 75-100 piece orchestra, but I have
on a costume that will add 15-20 pounds to my body with lights and
makeup.... I think it’s just as athletic as playing football or baseball or
basketball — you just don’t get knocked over as much.”
The focused dedication he has toward his music? Same goes for
his time in the gym. “He’s one of my favorite clients,” Monge admits.
“It’s about energy and goals. He’s motivated.”
He meets with his web designer, Ivy Julease Newman, to go
over the look, feel and branding of his revamped web site, www.
SidneyOutlaw.com. “I want him to be a luxury brand in the arts
world,” Newman says. “This backwards baseball hat is him on a
regular day, but as a singer, he’s a luxury brand.”
In the opera world, Sidney’s talent is matched by his relentless
work ethic. Newman said she’d heard of him through the classical
music grapevine before she ever had the opportunity to work with
him.
“He’s well-respected among his peers and they see him as an
example of what they need to do. Sidney is the hardest working guy
in the opera business and that’s why he’s going to the top.”
It’s serious work, but Sidney doesn’t take himself too seriously.
“He was the most comical individual that’s probably ever walked
through this school,” Scott says. “Sidney Outlaw doesn’t take himself
so seriously. He takes his music, his professionalism, everything that’s
associated with what he has to do very seriously. But not himself. He
thoroughly enjoys life.”

From updating his Facebook fan page followers on his latest
engagements, to multitasking while managing his career, to preparing for a new role, Sidney is always on, always aware, always ready.
“I’ve never had a ‘real job,’” he shared with some of Scott’s students during a visit to Greensboro. “I’ve never been behind a counter
saying ‘how are you?’ I knew what was at stake for me.”
Not just for him, but for the generations that follow him. At 31,
Sidney is just entering his prime, the age when his voice — his instrument — will come into its own. His best years are before him. He’s
thinking even further.
“My biggest goal is to take my right foot along with my left foot
and break the racial barriers in the classical music world with my
music,” he says. “I want to break the glass so that, two generations
from now, singers look back and say ‘Really? That was an issue?’”
When his singing days are over, he wants to stay connected to the
classical world. Perhaps as the general manager or artistic administrator of a noted opera house. Perhaps starting a foundation to help
young artists just starting out in super-expensive New York City.
“I know that I want to start the process of giving it back ... making sure this art form stays vibrant and alive for the next generation.
“Success to me is being healthy and being able to share my gift.
Success to me is being able to touch you, the fact that you were moved
by my singing. It’s not about the money — that’s a perk so I can live
my life and I can take care of myself. But success to me is being able
to touch people and expose people to this little piece of heaven.” g
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Got
your
back
A kid growing up in Greensboro. His dad has
built him a wooden basketball goal on the back
patio. The stuff of dreams.
There’s college basketball on television. And,
Wes Miller recalls, one well-used VCR tape:
Michael Jordan’s “Come Fly with Me.”
He remembers watching that video “over
and over, every day. Then going out in the
backyard and trying to do the moves that he did
in the highlights.”
His dad would take him to ACC tournament games in the
Greensboro Coliseum. His first basketball team was as a 5- or 6-yearold, at the old Market Street YMCA (at Tate and Market streets).
Miller moved to Charlotte when his parents divorced. Followed
by prep school in New Hampshire, college in Harrisonburg, Va.,
then Chapel Hill. But basketball has been a constant. And he has
come full circle: After guiding the men’s Spartans to a Southern
Conference North Division championship as interim coach, he
signed a five year contract to be head coach. With his family, his
players and mentor Roy Williams looking on, he was announced in
an event in the Greensboro Coliseum. As he told everyone assembled there, “You have brought somebody home.”

B y M i k e H a rr i s , u n cg m a g a z i n e
a ss i st a n t e d i tor
P h otogr a p h y b y c h r i s e n gl i s h ,
p h otogr a p h y e d i tor

got your back
Relating to 18- to 22-year-olds

“Anytime
he walks into a room he has that command and
that energy that he gives off, and guys really buy
into what he says,” says assistant coach Kevin
Oleksiak.” He’s got a good feel for what they go
through. Obviously, his still being fairly young —
his playing days not being far-removed — that
helps him out. I think he has a good way of
gauging where they’re at.”

From Chapel Hill to Greensboro

“(Coach
Williams) asked me, ‘What do you want to do when
you’re finished playing basketball?’ My answer was that I
want to coach. And he said, ‘I don’t mean this in an arrogant way at all, but if you want to coach basketball, this
is the best place for you to go to school.’” Miller played
at UNC Chapel Hill from 2004 to 2007. His team won a
national title in 2005. The following year, he was named
the team’s defensive player of the year and most
improved player. The political science major was a starter for 17 games as a Tar Heel. He played professionally
one year in England. He was an assistant coach at Elon,
then High Point, then UNCG.

He has his superstitions.
During the seven-game winning streak
last year? “I wore the exact same suit,
shoes, socks and shirt and tie for every
single game. I did change my underwear.”

Love and marriage

Ashley Love Miller, his
wife, attends every home game. Wes and
Ashley celebrated their one-year anniversary
this past August. When he was offered the
interim head coach position, mid-season, they
sat down and talked about it. “She let me know
she was 100 percent behind me. She realized
how difficult the rest of the season was. She
made me feel like she would support me in any
way she could .... and that, um, we’d spend
some time in March when the season was
over.” He pauses. “The funny thing is, when the
season was over and I was hired as head
coach, it got crazier.”

Basketball 24/7

“He works hard, and he’s
determined to prove people wrong. He’s a competitor, and those are a lot of the qualities Coach
Williams has. Playing for [Williams], those things
tend to rub off on his players,” says new assistant coach Jackie Manuel, a former Tar Heel
teammate.

Fact is, every young basketball player dreams.
The lights dim. The video montage on the overhead scoreboard starts.
The music cranks. And a player hears his team name called, and then his
own name called, as the crowd roars.
Pregame introductions at a men’s Spartans home game always
include a crowd-revving video. On a late August day, the Spartan
players are being filmed in short clips, a green screen behind them.
Trevis Simpson enters the gym. He’s sporting his uniform for
the first time this semester, ready for his video shoot.
Asked his feelings as the season approaches, he says,
“Excitement — extreme excitement and anticipation.”
“It just feels good,” he explains. “I’ve never experienced something like this before, and I’ve been on some good teams.”
As a sophomore last year, his reverse stuff at Miami made
the ESPN Top 10 Plays of the Day. After leading the Southern
Conference in scoring, the public health major was named Firstteam All-SoCon.
His focus for the next two years is solely on championships, he
says.
“I want to feel that. I want UNCG to feel that.”
Korey Van Dussen, a senior public health major, steps into the
gym. He’s asked about the coaching change last December when
Head Coach Mike Dement stepped away and Wes Miller was
announced as the interim head coach.
“It was hard,” Van Dussen says. Dement was well-liked. “He
was like a father figure,” Simpson says. When the players were told
the news, there was a period of mourning.
At the time, Miller acknowledged the obvious: having an interim coach named in the middle of the season was not an easy situation. In his news conference after the change, Miller said, “We met
with the players immediately after Coach Dement talked with them.
They were obviously emotional.”
Assistant Coach Kevin Oleksiak ‘08 recalls Miller telling the
players he wasn’t experienced like other league coaches. But the
players responded when he said: “I’m going to bust my butt just for
you. I’m going to try my best to put you guys in situations to win
games. And the only thing we can do right now is get together and
be ‘all in.’”

“His first few days, just trying to build that culture
— it was impressive to watch,” Oleksiak says.
Miller consulted with his mentor, Tar Heels Coach Roy
Williams. And he talked with his team.
“I’m going to work harder than anyone in this conference, I’m
going to work harder than anyone in this country, at being the best
head coach I can be,” Oleksiak remembers him saying.
Van Dussen reflects on that month. “Coach Miller brought
us together — and made us closer as a team. We turned things
around.”
Van Dussen says the players learned something: We’ve got to
have each other’s backs.
The team had two wins and eight losses when the change
occurred. Their tough non-conference schedule continued, including
games at Duke and Miami. Director of Basketball Operations J.B.
Tanner, a former Tar Heel walk-on, explains, “Even though we were
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got your back
not compiling wins over that 5-6 game stretch, we were definitely
improving and kind of figuring each other out.”
They were riding an 11-game losing streak on the road to play
Bobby Cremins’ College of Charleston and The Citadel. They won
both. In the latter game, they won on a last second alley-oop dunk
by Simpson. They returned to Greensboro invigorated.
Today — in addition to mementos, family pictures and photos of
each of his players — a framed newspaper hangs in Miller’s office.
In a story that fills two-thirds of the front page, that Citadel play is
diagrammed. The headline: UNCG’s Triumphant Return. The season
took on a different cast. The streak continued, ultimately extending
to seven in a row.
One of those wins had a call you rarely see. Near the end of the
Appalachian State contest after a timeout, six players took the floor.
Referees called an automatic technical, allowing the Mountaineers to
tie the game in regulation. But the Spartans rallied and won in overtime. Some of the student body rushed the court in celebration. In
his postgame press conference, Miller took full blame for having six
leave the huddle — a rookie mistake, he said. “These guys had my
back tonight,” he told reporters.
Van Dussen points out a key quality: “He wants to win — he’s
one of the most competitive guys I’ve been around.” And there’s
something else. “He cares for us.” He sees them as “his brothers, his
sons.”
The team’s winning streak finally ended at seven games. They
then won three more straight and took the Northern Division regular season title. Miller was named by the media SoCon Coach of the
Year. In late March, he was named head coach — the interim title
was gone.

there’ll be a larger-screen scoreboard and more comfortable seating
for the fans.
He signed a five-year contract. His vision for the next five years
includes excellence from team members beyond the gym, he says.
But as for basketball...
“I think our vision from a pure basketball perspective is winning
multiple conference championships, competing in multiple NCAA
tournaments — and doing damage, having wins, making a splash in
the NCAA tournament.”

Fun and games and wins
As Miller walked into his summer UNCG basketball camp — his
first as head coach — he went over to shake hands and talk with a
few of the smallest guys. He was once one of them. They probably
have their own basketball dreams.

Our Greensboro. Our team.

are you all in?

The run of 10 wins in 11 games — in addition to some memorable
slams — sparked excitement last season. At the conclusion of one overtime win, some
UNCG students rushed the court to celebrate. UNCG Athletics plans for a record number
of students at this year’s home opener.

As the season nears, there’s a buzz about Spartan basketball that
reaches nationally. A lengthy ESPN.com profile on Miller and the
team notes they have four starters returning. One is senior guard
Derrell Armstrong, Third Team All-SoCon.
First-Team All-SoCon honoree Simpson, now a junior, returns as
well. Last season, he became the first player in the program’s history
to lead the SoCon in scoring.
“I think he has the chance to be one of the greatest players to
ever put on the UNCG jersey if he continues to take steps in the right
direction,” Miller says.
Miller adds that he looks forward to seeing his team and
Simpson develop. “I think it’ll be something fun for people to
watch.”
What can fans expect this year? “What I hope fans will see is a
team that plays with incredible energy, effort and passion and competitiveness. ... From a more technical side, we’re going to play really
fast.”
He adds: “We’re going to be really darn good in half-court in
our man-to-man defense. I have a level of stubbornness to me, and I
think that comes out on the defensive side of the ball.”
In the offseason, camps and recruiting were a big focus. “We see
the prospects are really excited about what’s happening on campus,”
he says, citing upgrades to buildings, to academic programs, to the
athletic facilities and the Greensboro Coliseum, where this year

The campers heard his message, a promise: “You will learn basketball. You will learn fundamentals. You will have fun.” Weeks later at
the Elite camp for older boys, the message was the same: “Basketball
has got to be fun.” He added, for these older, more accomplished
players: “But don’t confuse fun with easy. Cutting down nets is fun.”
Ask him what will be his message at the first practice in October,
and he’ll tell you: “That we have big-time goals and dreams —
and we’re going to keep that in mind with everything that we do
throughout the whole year. And the way we’re going to achieve
them is by getting better every single day.” g

The Spartans will host such opponents as Virginia Tech,

Wake Forest, Rutgers, NC A&T and Winston-Salem State this
season — in addition to a very strong SoCon schedule. Season
tickets are on sale. Details on season tickets or individual
games are at www.uncgspartans.com/tickets/mbk_tickets
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Learning to succeed
Why learning communities
are the future of UNCG
B y M i c h e ll e h i n e s , st a ff wr i t e r
P h otogr a p h y b y D a v i d W i lso n , a ss i st a n t p h otogr a p h y e d i tor
a n d C h r i s E n gl i s h , p h otogr a p h y e d i tor

Sunlight floods the glass-walled classroom as
students talk about 9/11. Their faces are solemn, their expressions
thoughtful, as they think back on a tragedy that took place when they
were in second grade and how it shaped their collective worldview.
“9/11 is kind of like the JFK assassination; it’s the same thing for
our generation,” says one young woman, breaking the silence. “We
didn’t realize that what we were witnessing would be in our textbooks by the time we got to high school.”
A young man chimes in. “It was such a confusing time. I was
asked by adults not to play with certain other kids, but I ignored that.”
He’s still playing with those “other kids” now, living with them
and learning with them. The 26 freshmen in the class are a diverse
group — black, white, Latino, Middle-Eastern, gay, straight – with a
common interest and an emerging bond. It seems fitting that they are
all part of UNCG’s new Mosaic Living-Learning Community, a group
committed to social justice, multiculturalism and global citizenship.
Mosaic is just one of several new Living-Learning Communities
(LLCs) emerging at UNCG and across the country. LLCs represent a
new model to help students, especially freshmen, adjust to college,
succeed academically, feel more connected to the campus and stay
on course to graduate.
Mosaic students live together in Phillips/Hawkins. They kick back
together, study together and take some classes together, including
this morning’s class, a required integrated studies lab taught by Pierre
Campbell. Campbell, Phillips/Hawkins’ coordinator for residence life,
lives with the students and is employed full time by the university.
“So can we face global problems without facing domestic problems?” he wants to know.

A brief history of learning
LLCs grew out of an earlier push toward the Residential College
(RC) model that took place in the 1920s. Alexander Meiklejohn
started the first residential college, the Experimental College, at the
University of Wisconsin-Madison.
“Meiklejohn and John Dewey kind of came around at the same
time, really thinking about what areas of higher education we were
lacking,” says Laura Pipe, UNCG’s director of learning communities

and a walking encyclopedia on the history of learning. “They really
believed that this specialization of discipline can have a downside.
They were worried about students in the undergraduate curriculum,
particularly in the general education area, getting left out. Alexander
Meiklejohn proposed creating this pre-disciplinary track for the first
two years, looking at the great books of history. He had this vision of
students and faculty sitting under a tree discussing how Plato related
to philosophy, to physics, to mathematics, to English, and how all
those pieces came together. The funny part is, this was Wisconsin, so
how much of the year can you sit under a tree?”
But the idea caught fire. Universities, including UNCG, began
to adopt residential college programs. UNCG’s Ashby Residential
College began in 1970 and is now the oldest residential college in
North Carolina. The university’s Strong and Grogan residential colleges followed in 1994 and 1997. But there are only so many spaces
in residential colleges, and some students don’t want to live in such
close proximity with their classmates.
“Institutions began to outgrow the residential colleges,” Pipe
says. While older communities like Ashby are still thriving and serving their purpose, UNCG has necessarily turned its attention to less
formal LLCs and LCs (Learning Communities).

As engaged as you want to be
So how do RCs, LLCs and LCs differ? Pipe sums up UNCG’s three
learning community models simply: “I always tell students, it’s
almost like a spectrum. How engaged do you want to be?”
At the top of the spectrum are the traditional RCs.
“RCs are the most intense, with the most engagement,” Pipe
says. “Students live together, and in the case of Ashby, take their
entire Gen Ed curriculum together. They have faculty members who
are spending a lot of time in the residence hall, holding courses in
the residence hall, spending a lot of time doing extra programming
in the physical residence hall space.”
Pipe concedes that RCs aren’t a good fit for all students. “Not
every student needs or even wants that full experience. We are able
to provide the students the experience they want and need.”
LLCs represent the next level. “They take the course structure,

St u d e n t s i n M o s a i c , a l i v i n g - l e a r n i n g c o m m u n i t y committed to social justice and multiculturalism, spend time together in
class and out. In the top and lower left pictures, students reflect on questions posed in class. In the middle photo, they take a picture of themselves while hanging out. In the bottom right photo, students tie-dye a T-shirt.

Learning to succeed

		 Why learning communities are the future of UNCG
with those integrated learning components, and they also live together on the same floor,” Pipe says. “A faculty member might come
into the residence hall a couple times out of the year, but the faculty
member isn’t spending a significant amount of time up on the residence hall floor. They might teach a class there, they might not.”
On the minimum end of the spectrum are LCs. Some courses are
integrated together, there are outside events and speakers. Students
don’t necessarily live together, making LCs ideal for commuters and
other students who want to build connections while maintaining
more personal space.

Paradigm shift
All three models, says Pipe, mark a cultural shift in the teaching paradigm. And at UNCG all three are built around the idea of integrated
learning, where material from one class melds with other classes and
ideally carries into everyday life with outside activities, debate and
discussion. When Pipe talks about learning communities (lowercase),
she refers to RCs, LLCs and LCs collectively.
“A lot of universities have adopted learning communities, and
things like honors colleges,” she says. “Most of the research out there
shows that students in learning communities are much more likely to
stay at an institution and graduate. Students in learning communities
have higher GPAs. Students in learning communities are much more
involved on campus. We see all of those pieces, but those are all byproducts of what’s really happening. What’s really happening is that
the students are truly becoming part of the academy.”
For freshmen, learning communities are an indoctrination into
discussion-based inquiry, Pipe says. And in today’s higher education
environment, that’s essential.
“Students are coming in from high schools being taught toward
tests, being asked to memorize and regurgitate information,” she says.
“They’re not really prepared for what the classroom’s going to look
like at the college level. The learning community helps them through
that process. They’re doing that in a smaller, more intimate setting,
with a faculty member who’s helping them through that process the
first year. It’s really getting them to a point where they’re at a level of
learning we need them to be at to be successful in the next four years.”
And part of that success lies in tying all the pieces together.
“So instead of looking at the Gen Ed as a checklist – I’ll take something from here, something from there — they’re seeing that these
are building blocks, one right after another,” Pipe says. “They understand why they need to take them and why they’re so important.
To me, that’s really the biggest benefit – that students are seeing the
value of lifelong learning.”
A national assessment by the Washington Center for Improving
the Quality of Undergraduate Education, an Olympia, Washingtonbased hub for learning community research, shows that UNCG is
getting it right. More than 90 percent of UNCG students in learning
communities can see that integrated learning in the classroom.
“They can see where their faculty members are pulling information from one class to another,” Pipe says. “Our students are saying
that they are seeing a much higher contact with faculty than they
had before. ”
Having live-in faculty in residence halls is good for both students
and faculty, Pipe says. Students begin to see faculty as regular people
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who have lives outside the classroom, and conversations that begin
in the classroom get carried into everyday life.

Building the academy
Pipe, who attended the N.C. School of Science and Mathematics, has
immersed herself in learning communities for her entire career in
higher education. She completed her graduate study in the Syracuse
University School of Education, where the entire curriculum centers
on learning communities, collaborative learning and interdisciplinary learning. At Syracuse, she worked under Dr. Vincent Tinto,
renowned for his research on learning communities and retention.
In her post-graduation work at a Jesuit college near Syracuse and
at Florida Atlantic University, she has seen the positive impact learning communities have on students and their value for recruitment.
“Our goal at UNCG is to make as many LLCs as we can,” Pipe
says. “When I was at Florida Atlantic, a lot of students said, ‘I picked
Florida Atlantic because of a learning community.’”
Last year — the first year for Pipe’s office, the Office of Learning
Communities in Undergraduate Studies – more than 500 freshmen,
about 18-20 percent of the first-year class at UNCG, were part of learning communities. That number exceeded the benchmark of 15 percent.
The benchmark this fall is 30 percent. Pipe says the numbers
should come in just over that, at 31-32 percent, or just under 900 firstyear students.
The benefits for those students are striking.

The story’s in the numbers
Learning communities at UNCG tend to draw a greater number of
underserved students. On average, learning community students
come in with a greater gap that includes lower average SAT scores.
However, the data for 2011-12 is more than promising.
Those same students who entered with lower SAT scores ended
their freshman year with an average GPA of 2.76, higher than the
average of 2.64. On top of that, the learning community students
attempted and completed more credit hours than other freshmen.
“UNCG is really on the forefront with learning communities,”
Pipe says. “The size of our program and our chancellor’s commitment to learning communities is bigger than other institutions’.”
As a result, UNCG is getting national attention. Universities like
Rutgers have called Pipe recently to pick her brain. She also is working closely with Western Carolina University to launch a web magazine and establish a statewide learning community listserv.
“We are starting to have people look at us closely, and it really is
quite remarkable how quickly we’re doing this.”

Administrative support
Dr. Steve Roberson, dean of Undergraduate Studies, is behind Pipe
all the way. He recognizes the need to accommodate more students,
especially freshmen, on campus and he can give you a long list of
reasons why learning communities are essential to UNCG’s future.
“Data shows us that if a kid lives on campus even one year, they
are more likely to earn a degree,” Roberson says. “It’s bonding with
the university, becoming part of a community and feeling connected
to the institution that is important. Becoming a residential campus is
very important. We are now 70 percent commuter. We will become a

50/50 school within the next few years, with the capacity for all firstyear students to be in learning communities.”
New beds are in the works, with the recently completed renovation of the Quad residence halls and the university’s expansion
across Lee Street into the Glenwood area.
Roberson says Brady is allocating resources to create more oncampus housing and, with it, more learning communities. Why? The
bottom line is retention.
“She is investing a good deal of her time, talent and treasure in
this. You know an administrator is serious when they are giving lots
of financial support to an initiative, especially at a time when budgets are strained,” Roberson says. “There are a lot of good reasons,
but one is that the funding model is evolving in the UNC system
to include student performance measures. And we will be funded
going forward partially based on retention and graduation. It is not
now just an ethically good thing to do, to try to support students, it
becomes a fiscal imperative.”
Roberson says Fall 2011 data shows that learning community
participants were retained at about 10 points higher than the average
UNCG freshman. That’s a percentage of 86 percent versus 76 percent.
The most effective learning community models show integration
at all levels — classes, students, outside activities and faculty, he says.
Faculty will play a crucial part in learning communities at UNCG.

‘Town and nightgown’
Roberson jokingly refers to the idea of live-in faculty as “town and
nightgown,” but he is serious that the model works.
Brady wants to expand faculty-in-residence programs at UNCG,
with plans for faculty apartments in the new residence halls at the
future Spartan Village across Lee Street. Plans also call for putting
faculty apartments, whenever possible, in any residence halls that are
renovated. Faculty already are living in newly renovated Quad halls.
“I would love, ultimately, if we can afford it, to have a faculty
apartment in every residence hall on this campus,” Roberson says.
“We know that this is high-impact. We know that the learning communities that have the greatest impact … involve faculty, involve
staff and involve small cohorts of students — where they really feel
connections and family. And think of having faculty there in the
midst of all this — not just wandering in for a couple of hours a day
but really there.”

L e ft, Pierre Campbell, Phillips/Hawkins’ coordinator for residence life,
walks along the Quad on his way to class. He lives in Phillips/Hawkins with
the Mosaic students. R i g h t, Mosaic students eat together in the Caf.

The attraction for faculty is a given — free housing.
“Can you imagine if you were a young faculty member and you
could move in and your utilities are paid, your rent is paid, you
don’t have any maintenance to worry about, you just call Facilities,”
he says. “I think once this word gets out we’ll have particularly
young faculty lining up. The other advantage is that faculty who
really like interacting with students, who like that sense of something
always going on, will find this charming.”
Tim Johnson, director of Housing and Residence life, agrees
with Roberson that close relationships with faculty are crucial for
students. As a graduate student, he created a faculty-in-residence
program at his alma mater.
“That was what my college experience was about,” Johnson says.
“It amazed me when I’d talk to classmates who would be struggling
with figuring out who was going to write them a reference.”
Some faculty have a misperception of life in residence halls that
is somewhat stereotypical, he says. He relishes the chance to walk
faculty through the residence halls and give them a taste of what
undergraduate life is really like at UNCG.
“I like being able to get faculty members into the residence halls
and show them it’s not ‘Animal House,’” Johnson says. “If you walk
around the campus at night and you look at Jefferson Suites or the
Quad, places where you can actually see through those big glass windows that show you lounges, those lounges are full of students. They’re
in there, they’re working, they’re studying, they’re interacting. ”

Starting in their own backyard
The Mosaic LLCers in Pierre Campbell’s classroom are nothing like
the outrageous college kids in “Animal House.”
They are quiet, respectful, frank, on this anniversary of 9/11, as
they ponder Campbell’s question: “So can we face global problems
without facing domestic problems?”
A woman nods her head. “You have to start in your own backyard,” she answers.
And for now, for these young people, their backyard is each
other. g
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What once
After a little more than a year,

was old
the Quad is back and better than ever

is new again
B y B e t h E n gl i s h , U N C G M a g a z i n e E d i tor
P h otogr a p h y b y C h r i s E n gl i s h , p h otogr a p h y e d i tor , a n d
D a v i d W i lso n , Ass i st a n t P h otogr a p h y E d i tor

On a hot, overcast day in
Times were vastly different then.
July, several alumnae walked up to
Students couldn’t wear shorts or pants
the nearly finished Coit Hall. Sarah
on campus. If they did, they wore
Pearlman had tears in her eyes.
raincoats to disguise it. Every night they
“I lived in Jamison in ’56,” she
had closed study from 7:30 to 10:30 p.m.
explained. “This looks so different — in
If they weren’t in their rooms, they had
a wonderful way. It’s beautiful.”
to be in the library.
The group ooohed and ahhhed as
They signed in and out of the
they stepped inside the large common
residence hall. “It was kind of like being
area on the ground floor.
in a convent, but no one knew any
“Elevators,” one said. “We never
different.”
had elevators.”
They weren’t to drink within 50
Off to the side, light poured in
miles of campus, which technically
through the two floors of windows
included Chapel Hill, but well, you
in the parlor, while a construction
know…
worker stood on a scaffold putting
“We got around a lot of things and
finishing touches on the wall.
thought we were brave in doing them,”
Motioning to the area they had just
she said. “We still talk about the things
walked through, Tim Johnson, director
we tried to get away with.”
of Housing and Residence Life, noted it
Sarah met her husband, a Greensboro
was designed to be a gathering space.
native, while visiting Chapel Hill. One
A kitchen in the common area could
day, he planned to pick her up on
be a place where students bake cookies
campus to meet his parents. When his
During a tour of Coit Residence Hall, alumnae stop
and then come into the parlor. “A place
family’s big, white car pulled up, she
to admire the nearly finished parlor. Tim Johnson, in
where students can come together and
jumped into the car and hid under a
the fluorescent vest, talks about how he hopes the
room will be used. Sarah Pearlman, in the black and
hang out.”
tarp. “That’s the way I met my in-laws,”
white print top, is among those who listen.
One alumna asked if students still
she said, chuckling.
have dorm counselors.
But it wasn’t all structure and no
“No dorm mothers, but they have a dorm dad — me,” said
fun. The women had water fights. Listened to fraternities serenade
Ed Keller, associate director of operations for Housing and
them from the grass on the Quad. Enjoyed their house mother,
Residence Life. He — along with folks from Facilities Design and
Miss Cunningham — “the most incredible woman I ever met.”
Construction — oversaw the construction, starting when students
Developed a bond.
left in May 2011, and ending in time for students to move in
During the tour, Sarah was struck by so many things. Especially
Aug. 14, 2012.
the bathrooms. “Everybody shared a bathroom,” she said. “We
In the intervening 14 months, construction moved swiftly.
would have to yell ‘flush’ if someone was in the shower.”
All seven residence halls — Bailey, Coit, Cotten, Gray, Hinshaw,
The restoration was amazing to her. “I couldn’t believe it, how
Jamison and Shaw — were essentially gutted, leaving the familiar
wonderful, how beautiful it was. If you knew what it looked like
exteriors but creating new interiors for students who now expect
before… it was old even then.”
elevators, air conditioning and suites.
Originally, the university wondered if it would be better to tear
Moving upstairs to one of the student rooms, Keller pointed
down the old buildings, which had been built in the early 1920s, and
out the furniture, which was selected based on a student survey.
start fresh. The residence halls needed $32 million worth of deferred
The beds can be raised up, leaving room for desk and dresser
maintenance. They had worn out systems. Students didn’t seem as
underneath.
interested in living there as before.
All the rooms are put together in suites, with one single and one
Starting fresh would have given UNCG the option to include 345
double occupancy room sharing a common bathroom.
more beds to accommodate the student population growth.
Many of the alumnae on the tour whipped out cell phones and
But alumni had strong feelings about keeping the Quad intact.
took pictures to show others.
“We were in an uproar,” Sarah remembered. “We spent a big part of
“The young people entering this fall are going to be very lucky,”
our college years there. It was a special place.”
Suanne Haney said.
The university held forums to get opinions from alumni, faculty,
staff and students. Ultimately, renovation won out over replacement.
For many, the Quad holds a unique place in memory — a place
And it put a spotlight on the need to find locations for more
of friendships and mischief, a place of learning and growing.
campus housing. As a result, UNCG developed its first strategic
Sarah considers her time at UNCG, and especially her freshman
housing plan and construction on Jefferson Suites began. Today, the
year in Jamison, some of the happiest of her life.
university is at work on a mixed-use village along the Lee Street
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what once
was old
is new again
corridor that will include an 800-bed residence hall.
With the Quad renovation, alumni like Sarah are thrilled,
especially after seeing it firsthand.
“The tour was wonderful. We were all in a state of shock.”
Mike Gates ’01 has his share of memories of Hinshaw Hall
and is relieved to see the Quad renovated.
He moved into the then-all-male residence hall as a
freshman. He liked that the buildings were older and had bigger
rooms than the high rises, even if the high rises had AC.
“They are cool old buildings,” he said. “New construction
wouldn’t have the character of the old buildings.”
He also loved the open, grassy space of the Quad. “There
were always all those people outside playing Ultimate Frisbee
or football,” Mike said. “It made it so hard to sit inside and
study for a test.”
But his most vivid memory? Hurricane Fran.
“The power was out for the whole area. It was completely
dark. We’d had a lot of rain and it was really soggy, muddy.
Everybody was hanging out in the dark, acting kind of crazy.
People were sliding in the mud. They were taking off running
and sliding face first. It was pure craziness.”
While that was his only year on the Quad, Mike and a few
other guys from Hinshaw continued to hang out together.
“I always missed that dorm,” he said. “That was a fun year.”
Two days before Commencement in 2011, Ty
Buckner ’84 revisited his old residence hall, Bailey. Not only
had it been his home for several years, it was also where his
brothers, John Buckner ’88 and Will Buckner ’93, had lived.
As he walked through the empty building, he took pictures
to help him capture the past before the renovation. “It hadn’t
changed a lot,” he said.
In his three and a half years in what was once an allmale residence hall, he had a number of different rooms and
roommates but one thing remained wonderfully constant —
housekeeper Rose Murphy.
“She was more than a housekeeper. She was a friend.”
Rose began working in Bailey in 1981 (after a year in other
UNCG halls) and continued there until her retirement in 2000.
When Ty saw that the university was raising funds for
community spaces in the Quad through naming opportunities,
he turned to his family. He, John, Will and their parents
decided to make a $15,000 gift to honor Rose. Now the vestibule
at what is now the main entrance to Bailey carries her name.
“She was our common experience,” he said. “She was
always happy to see us. She didn’t treat us as only a job.”
Rose isn’t an over-the-top bubbly, gregarious person, he
added. “But she made it clear in action and words that she was
interested in us and cared about us.”
For example, when Ty graduated in December 1984, he
didn’t expect to hear from her again.
“I didn’t have a job, and I’m sure I was anxious about my
future,” he said. “She picked up on that and sent me a note
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What’s new

A STRONG FOUNDATION

The approximately 600 students who live in the Quad this year —
predominantly sophomores and upperclassmen — enjoy a
number of amenities, such as:
•	Elevators
•	Laundry rooms on each floor, not in the basement as before
•	Suites, with no more than four students sharing a bathroom
•	Several single rooms
•	Bike storage in the basement
• Carpeted rooms
• “Loftable” beds
•	Lockable storage
• ADA accessibility
•	New outdoor walkways

The Quad renovation couldn’t have happened without the support of alumni –
financial and otherwise. Below are some reflections by alumni who financially
supported the renovation:

Shaw Residence Hall, which fronts Walker Avenue, is the focal
point of the Quad, with a large gateway leading to a plaza and
seating walls. Shaw also is the site of a new recreation room,
the Tillman-Smart Parlor, to be used for gatherings of all kinds,
and two classrooms that are used for learning communities and
other classes.

At times over the last half-century I have dreamed I was back again in Hinshaw
Hall. So, poetically speaking, it’s a dream come true.
The chancellor’s decision to protect the historic place of the Quad speaks to our
school’s enduring philosophy of residential living and learning. This project
awakens my deepest memories of the past and strengthens my hopes for the
future. — E m i l y H e r r i n g W i l s o n ’ 6 1
The Quad was a safe haven our first year of college. Being together there as
freshmen encouraged great friendships and school spirit. Many school events
took place on the Quad lawn and we spent many hours studying outside while
soaking in the sunrays. I’d even take my pitching wedge out on the lawn to
practice my short game! My gift to the Quad Renovation program is a way to
pass on that same camaraderie to future classes. — P e n n y K . C o o p e r ’ 6 8
I arrived on the WC campus in September of 1958. I was alone and a bit nervous
as my parents were unable to come with me. I quickly felt welcomed in Cotten
Dorm and was comfortable making new friendships in the caring and supportive
atmosphere of the Quad. After a few months the Quad felt like home — a
“Sense of Place.” My junior year I was privileged to serve as assistant house
president with President Mary Lib Manning (Slate) in Bailey Dorm. It was a year I
will never forget. Being back on the Quad and getting to know all of the “Bailey
Bunnies” (new freshmen) was a wonderful experience. Working with Lucy T.
White, the dorm counselor, was a delightful experience. We met with her many
evenings after “lights out” to problem-solve over Vienna sausages and crackers.
She always had snacks for us. She became like a second mother to us as well
as the “Bailey Bunnies” and was loved and respected by all of us … It was a
magical year. My hope is that all of those who live in the Quad in the future will
also find it a magical “Sense of Place” as we did. I am happy to honor Lucy and
the history of the Quad at UNCG with my gift to name the “Lucy T Parlor” in
Bailey. — Ma u r e e n T u r n e r Va n d i v e r ’ 6 1
I am glad to be a small part of giving the Quad a fresh face. The campus is
increasingly beautiful. More important, the continuing focus on undergraduate
liberal arts education through communities of learning is the core of UNCG’s
future, as well as its legacy. — A l i c e J o y n e r I r b y ’ 5 4
While student fees help cover the costs of the room renovation, the community
spaces that are vital to learning communities — parlors, lounges, classrooms,
meeting rooms and faculty offices — do not generate student rent. That’s why
alumni have been asked to help raise $1 million for the Quad to renew it as a
place with plenty of common areas to meet, gather and learn.
As of September, almost $600,000 had been raised. More opportunities to name
rooms, vestibules and other spaces are still available. Those levels range from
$10,000 to $150,000. But all contributions, no matter the amount, are welcome.
To see more quotes from alumni about their Quad memories or to learn more
about how to make a contribution, visit http://studentaffairs.uncg.edu/quad. You
can also contact Miriam Bradley at (336) 944-2778 or email mebradle@uncg.edu.
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connections
Fall is here, students have returned to campus, and soon alumni will descend on
the university to celebrate Homecoming. Whether you’re coming to see old friends,
professors, the Quad re-dedication, the parade or a basketball game, this year’s
celebration promises to be exciting. We’re looking forward to Homecoming and a
record return of alumni to UNCG.
The harsh economic reality our nation faces has had a deep and lasting impact on
higher education. In North Carolina, we’re keenly aware of the challenges facing the
UNC system and our leaders. Under the leadership of Chancellor Linda P. Brady,
UNCG’s academic standards continue to rise, the quality of education continues to
progress, the campus continues to grow and our place as one of the original flagship
institutions of the UNC system is preserved. The university leadership is excelling in moving our university
forward; as alumni we must do our part to preserve and promote UNCG.
Your Alumni Association is now 105,000 members strong. We’re launching six flagship Alumni Clubs this
year, launching the Spartan Legislative Network and partnering with the university to recruit America’s best
and brightest students. If you’re coming to Homecoming, stop by and ask how you can get involved. If you
can’t make it this year, visit the Alumni Association web site (alumni.uncg.edu) for opportunities to serve your
Association and university.

Students walk through the new Shaw
gateway. By opening up the space, it’s
easy for all students to access the Quad.

with encouraging words. I suspect she did that for other students, too.”
He received that letter from Rose at his home in Lincolnton.
When the Buckners decided to name the vestibule for Rose, Ty
called to tell her the news. They wanted her to know how much they
appreciated all she had done for them. She and Ty got together and
talked about old times and all the people they both knew. She still knew
the names of many of the students who lived in Bailey through the
years. Some, like Ty, had looked her up and visited her.
“There’s something special about the people who work where
you live,” Ty said. “The student experience is impacted by faculty
and interactions with other students and friends. But I think the
housekeepers, grounds staff and dining hall staff are just as important or
more important.”
Laura Horsfall, a sophomore, lucked out this year. Really, she did.
“I have four humongous windows and a giant living space,” she said
of her new corner room in Shaw. Last year, she lived in Mendenhall. “This
is so much different. As far as living goes, it’s quieter.”
Because she’s on the first floor, only 10 other people live on her hall
and share the washers and dryers. The rest of the rooms are dedicated to
offices and classroom space.
“It’s very open and very clean,” she said.
Of course, some of it was more than luck. She elected to live in a
mixed-gender suite, which meant getting the corner room. Sharing a
bathroom with guys doesn’t bother her.
“I get along better with men,” she said. “They don’t want to use my
girlie soap.”
When signing up for rooms this year, her top three choices were all
Quad buildings — Shaw, Cotten and Coit.
“I watched it being built, and that made it even more exciting for
me. I thought there was no way it was going to be done.”
But construction was done on time for everyone to move in. And
Laura couldn’t be happier.
As for location, it’s almost perfect, she said. She’s a theatre education
student, so 90 percent of her classes are in Curry and the theatres are just
up the street. The only thing that will make it even more perfect? When
construction on the Dining Hall finishes.
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The Quad renovation is about more than restoring old
buildings for future generations. It’s also about helping students feel
more connected more quickly, such as with the refurbished parlors and
learning communities.
In learning communities, students enroll in two or three common
courses exploring a specific theme or major. With an eye to that future,
Shaw Residence Hall was equipped with two classrooms that can be
used for students in learning communities.
And while the Quad no longer features “house mothers,” spaces
have been created for faculty to live in the residence halls. This year, two
faculty members live in Quad buildings — Carola Dwyer, a lecturer in
German Studies, lives in Hinshaw, and Seniye Vural, a Fulbright visiting
researcher from Turkey, lives in Cotten.
Both work with learning communities; Carola with Global Village
and Seniye with UNCG Teach.
When she knew she would be coming to UNCG, Seniye contacted
the International Student Office and requested a place on campus. Two
weeks before she was due to arrive, they offered her the room in Cotten.
“I have a perfect room,” she said. “It’s a decent size; it’s clean,
generally quiet, new and, most important of all, safe.”
As the semester progresses Seniye plans to act as a judge for the
best-dressed room competition and get involved in other events.
While she doesn’t go out with the students, she is a friendly
presence in the hall who chats and says hello to all.
The Quad has come full circle. g

Take a look
If you’re planning to come to Homecoming,
make time to tour the renovated halls.
A re-dedication celebration is planned
for Saturday, Nov. 3, at 12:30 p.m. inside
the Quad gateway entrance at Shaw
Residence Hall.
	Self-guided tours will be available in Shaw, Gray and
Hinshaw. Staff guides will be available in each of these halls.

M i c h a e l K e n n e d y G a r r e tt ’ 0 7

UNCG Alumni Association President

Tag, you’re it
The campaign to put UNCG on the road is still in high gear.
As of September, the Alumni Association had collected
nearly half of the 300 applications needed to start production on
a UNCG license plate.
The Spartan plate, featuring the UNCG rising shield, will cost
$25 above the standard license plate fee. If you want to
personalize it, the cost will be an additional $55. A portion of
the fees from each plate will go to support the UNCG Alumni
Association and the Spartan Club.
To sign up, visit uncglicenseplate.info and fill out the
application and payment information. When UNCG reaches 300
orders, the Department of Motor Vehicles will make the plates
and send them directly to those who have registered for them.

alumni calendar
Oct . 2 9 - N o v . 4

Homecoming

N o v . 6 Class of 1957 monthly
lunch gathering, Southern Lights
Bistro, Greensboro
N o v . 1 4 School of Nursing
Alumni Association Board of
Directors meeting, 5:30 p.m.

D e c . 4 Class of 1957 monthly
lunch gathering, Southern Lights
Bistro, Greensboro

Ma r c h 1 3 School of Nursing
Alumni Association Board of
Directors meeting, 5:30 p.m.

Legislative reception,
5:30 p.m., Cardinal Club, Raleigh

Weekend

Jan. 30

April 12-13

Alumni Reunion

Dates and times are subject to change.
For more information about alumni
events, email the Alumni Relations
Office at alumni@uncg.edu or call
(336) 334-5696.

F e b . 9 Alumni Association Board
of Directors meeting, 8 a.m.
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HomeComing
HomeComing
NOVEMBER 2-3, 2012

C om p i l e d b y t h e off i c e of a lum n i R e l a t i o n s

profile
Finding her way back home

There’s nothing quite like coming home.
When alumni return for Homecoming celebrations, they can get swept up in a number of festivities.
Special events this year include a re-dedication of the historic Quad at 12:30 p.m. on Saturday, Nov. 3.
After the dedication, enjoy touring the residence halls during an open house from 1-3 p.m.
This year UNCG will also honor the memory of professor and poet Robert Watson on Saturday in a
“Literary Homecoming” from 2-4 p.m. in the Virginia Dare Room of the Alumni House.
Nov. 3 has all the fun everyone has come to expect from Homecoming — live music, games, food,
beer garden, alumni tent reunions, children’s festival, parade and ending with a men’s basketball
exhibition game.
Other highlights of the week include:
Friday, Nov. 2

• Rugby Alumni 35th Annual Past vs. Present
		Match
• Weatherspoon Art Museum 2nd Annual 		
		 Masquerade Party
• LGBTQA Alumni and Friends: Mix and 		
		Mingle
• Neo Black Society Jazz Reception
• Hot chocolate in the Quad
• North Carolina Dance Festival
• Movie under the stars in the Quad (free to
		 all UNCG students)
Sat u r d a y , N o v . 3

• Re-dedication of the historic Quad
• Quad Open House
• Spartan Village
• Children’s Festival
• Trolley tours of campus
• Homecoming Parade
• Leigh Nash Band
• LGBTQA Alumni & Friends: An Open 		
		Conversation
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•
•
		
•
		
•

Tailgate party with Brice Street Band
Men’s Basketball exhibition game vs. 		
Bluefield State
Men’s Soccer match - SoCon 1st round
(if UNCG hosts)
All Black (Attire) Party

In addition to all the events and activities,
various groups will have special reunion
activities.
Those groups include:
Bryan School
Campus Rec
Chemistry
Class of 2007
Class of 1987
All Greeks
Elliott Hall

Former Student-Athletes
Literary Homecoming 2012
Neo Black Society
Political Science
Rugby
Speaking Center
HHS

For more specifics about any of the times or
locations of Homecoming, visit homecoming.uncg.
edu or contact Donegan Root at d_root@uncg.edu or
(336) 256-2013.

Join the club
No matter where you are, you can
stay connected to UNCG.
The Office of Alumni Relations
and the UNCG Alumni Association
have helped alumni start six regional
UNCG Alumni Clubs. Currently,
alumni have clubs in Washington,
DC; Atlanta; NYC; Raleigh; Charlotte
and Greensboro.
It’s a winning combination for all
involved.
Clubs give alumni a chance to
socialize and network with others in
their area. In addition to enjoying
social gatherings, alumni can take
part in educational programs
featuring university professors or
experts in your area and also keep
the motto of “service” alive and well
with projects to help your community.
For the university, alumni clubs
serve as ambassadors for UNCG.
Sometimes that means helping
attract future Spartans by hosting
admissions events and summer
send-off gatherings. At other times,
it means advocating for UNCG and
higher education to legislators in
your area.
If you would like to learn more
about an alumni club in your area,
contact Mary Swantek, assistant
director of alumni relations for
constituent programs, at (336) 2562011 or email m_swante@uncg.edu.

The first time J a n W h i t e Da i g l e ’ 7 5
visited Peru she fell in love.
“The first time you go on an overseas
mission trip, you have a first love for your
first place,” she says.
That trip was in 2002. Now she’s been more
than 15 times, each time staying anywhere
from 10 days to a month.
“The people are warm and loving,” Daigle
says. “And the needs are overwhelming.”
While in Peru, she and her husband Rich
try to meet a variety of needs: participating
in feeding programs at orphanages, creating
women’s conferences to help women
understand domestic abuse doesn’t have to
happen or simply loving on the children in the orphanages. They have also created a nonprofit organization,
Face to Face Missions (facetofacemissions.org), to help bring more teams to Peru.
But her biggest passion is providing medical help. Jan, a nurse, kept seeing all the physical needs of the
people and ached to find a way to help. After doing her research she pulled a medical team together. They
made their first mobile clinic visits in 2004.
“I worried – is anybody going to show up? As the bus rounded the corner, we saw more people than we
could see in two days, much less in one.
“The hardest part was closing at the end of the day. That continues to be a challenge.”
As a neonatal intensive care nurse, Jan sometimes feels far out of her comfort zone when meeting with
patients in such a low-tech environment. But her UNCG training has stood her well.
“You depend on the things you learned,” she says. “Basic assessment skills that are people-oriented rather
than technology-oriented. In some ways it’s refreshing to have a basic, one-on-one patient relationship.”
Last year, Jan stayed home from her usual two to three yearly trips to Peru. She was all set to go in January
2011 when a breast cancer diagnosis changed her trajectory.
She started chemotherapy and watched while others made trips to Peru. “I was off on a different kind of
adventure,” she says. “I wondered if I’d ever get back there.”
This June, with the blessing of her doctor, she returned.
“Some of my Peruvian friends met me at the airport with flowers to welcome me back home,” Jan says. “I
kept pinching myself, asking ‘Am I here? Am I really here?’”
She took a few precautions but otherwise did everything the team did. They stayed just over two weeks.
She’s still undergoing chemotherapy, but she’s continuing to work full-time and live the life she wants to live.
“I choose not to let cancer define who I am and what I do.”
And she’s already planning her next trip to Peru.

[

Share your news

Have a personal or professional accomplishment
you would like to share? Visit us online and click on “Submit a class note.”

}

alumnimagazine.uncg.edu
You can also mail your information to Class Notes, UNCG Magazine,
UNCG Alumni Relations, PO Box 26170, Greensboro, NC 27402-6170.

1930s
Alumni deaths
Mildred Winston Allen ’31
Matilda R. Sugg ’31
Laivora Sally Ehrhardt ’34
Mary Elizabeth Keister ’34
Rachel A. Nachman ’36C
Mary Anna Miller Wilkinson ’36
Eloise Efland Watson ’37
Virginia Anne Brittain Tew
Kirkman ’37
Edna Levine Glass ’39
Helen Bolling Potts ’39
Carolyn Elizabeth Dukes Ahlin ’39

Sympathy is extended to
Margaret Phillips MooreMcClanahan ’39 in the death of
her husband, David Stewart
McClanahan III.

1940s
Alumni deaths
Shirley Piller Barr ’41
Celeste Spivey Sawyer ’41
Janie Paschal Thaxton ’41
Annis Hines Hooke ’42x
Nancy Katherine Idol White ’42
Joyce Piersol Brown ’43C
Joan Flanagan O’Brien ’43
Sarah Hopper Harvie ’44
Margaret McCabe Hearring ’44C
Mary Matilda Thompson Moore ’45
Jean Cox Chase ’46
Doris Theodore Johnson ’46
Martha Virginia Setzer McLean ’46
Nora Lee Cook Tate ’46
Margaret Bloodworth Glenn 		
	Dillard ’47
Mary Penelope Self Smith ’47
Allie Weinel Zingarelli ’47
Helen Norman DiCola ’48
Judy Vann Edwards ’48
Margaret Montgomery Honeycutt
	House ’48
Meade Moore Lamb ’48
Claire DeHart Lewis ’48x
Nancy Souther Merritt ’48
Janet Marue Summerlin ’48, ’71 MEd
Sarah Jane White Taylor ’48
Marianne Niven Belk ’49
Mary Forney Burke ’49

Fall 2012

°

uncg magazine

41

gradtidings

Margaret Alice Williamson
Gibson ’49
Jane Paton Bradsher Shotwell ’49

Sympathy is extended to

profile
Astronomer, theatre patron and philanthropist dies
D r . J a y l e e M o n tag u e M e a d
’51,

one of the first professional
women hired by NASA, died Sept.
14 at the age of 83.
Jaylee made an impact in
many areas – from professional
to philanthropic. The auditorium
of the Sullivan Science Building is
named for her. She gave $1 million to
purchase equipment for the building.
In a 2001 interview, she said her
reasons for giving included gratitude
for the training she received while at Woman’s College.
“I want other young people to be able to get training
and skills, particularly if they have the aptitude for science,”
she said. “I’d like them to have first-class equipment and
facilities.”
She graduated magna cum laude at Woman’s College
and chose to major in math because she feared other majors
wouldn’t land her a job.
“There were the fewest people taking math,” she said. “I
had this Depression-era mindset. I wanted to be sure to do
something where I could get a job.”
After getting a master’s degree in educational counseling
from Stanford, she held a variety of jobs including working
with primitive computers, teaching junior high school, a twoyear stint as a WC residence hall counselor and typing clerk
for the State Department in Foreign Service.
When NASA formed in 1958, she was asked to apply.
She eventually became the associate chief of the space data
and computing division. “There were not many women
trained in math and science,” she said. “I did stand out, but it
seems in a good way.”
Until she worked at NASA she had never taken any
classes in astronomy. She got her doctorate by taking night
classes at Georgetown. After completing her dissertation on
the atmosphere of Mars, she changed her focus.
“I decided to work on something that would leave more
of a legacy to pass on to other people. I saw the need for
computerized databases. Because I knew computers, and
most people did not at that time, I could apply those skills to
store data.”
So she did. Her database of stars and galaxies allows
scientists to learn all they can about celestial bodies within
a certain area or determine if an unusual object in the sky is
like any other objects that have already been identified.
While at NASA, she received the Goddard Award
for Outstanding Service, the NASA Medal for Scientific
Leadership and the Women in Aerospace Lifetime
Achievement Award.

42

uncg magazine

°

Fall 2012

in
the death of her husband, Walter L.
Hannah.

Nancy Edmunds Hannah ’46

She retired from NASA in 1992, but stayed active in the
cultural life of Washington, DC. She served on numerous
boards: The Studio Theatre, Helen Hayes Theatrical Awards,
Corcoran College of Art, Carnegie Institution of Washington,
Washington Regional Association of Grantmakers, and the
Council on Foundations Committee on Family Foundations.
She and her husband also established the Gilbert and Jaylee
Mead Family Foundation in 1988, which supports education
and crisis prevention efforts for youths.
They were presented with the Mayor’s Award for
Excellence in the Arts and the Washington Post Award
for Distinguished Community Service. They also were
recognized as Washingtonians of the Year in 1999.
The Washington Post notes Jaylee and Gil helped
transform Washington’s cultural scene by donating more
than $50 million to local theaters. “Their generosity is
widely credited with helping complete the revival of D.C.
neighborhoods, including the Southwest Waterfront and the
once-crime-ridden area along 14th Street NW.”
In an article on NASA’s web site, Jaylee talked about
her love of theater – the plays, the actors and the joy of
supporting causes she felt passionate about.
“I’d like to be remembered as someone who liked to give
money to help things.”

in the death of her
husband, E. Kemp Reece Sr.

Alumni marriages
to
Francis John Burnett Aug. 5. Bobbie
recently retired from Belk Stores
Services and Belk SouthPark. Bobbie
has two sons from her first marriage,
Stephen and Todd. The newlyweds
live in Charlotte.

Bobbie Oxford McFadden ’50C

Janie C. Reece ’47

Alumni Deaths
Marilyn Tolochko Shapiro ’52

1950s
Vira Rodgers Kivett ’55, ’60 MS, ’76

was inducted into the Southern
Gerontological Society’s Hall of Fame
in recognition of her contributions to
the field through research, teaching,
administration and advocacy. Vira
taught in UNCG’s Department of
Human Development and Family
Studies for 39 years and has received
numerous honors including being
named a fellow in the American
Gerontological Society, receiving the
O. Max Gardner Award from the UNC
Board of Governors and receiving
the Distinguished Mentorship Award
in Gerontology from the Social and
Behavioral Sciences section of the
Gerontological Society of America.
Vira lives in Greensboro with her
husband, Allen.
PHD

Cenieth Catherine Elmore ’53
Carolyn McIntyre Feinglass ’53
Winnie Frances Luffman ’53, ’55 MS
Margaret Ann Blackwell Miles ’53
Helen Houston Hawfield
	Stephens ’53
Marian J. Fortune ’54, ’67 MEd
Mary Daniels McRainey Bradish ’55
Mary Austin Graham ’55 MEd
Mary Johnson Vance ’55x
Mary Catherine Kirkman Fuller ’56
Josephine Phillips Krimminger ’56

Janice Murchison Johnson ’52

in the death of her husband, James
Archer Johnson.
Mildred P. Lail ’52 in the death of her
husband, Robert Eugene Lail.

in the
death of her husband, Robert Lynn
Buckner.

Sally Beaver Buckner ’53

in
the death of her partner, Corinne H.
Vincelette.
Carolyn Allen Feinglass ’53

Toaksie Tucker Maloney ’57 in
the death of her husband, Joseph T.
Maloney Jr.
Norma Jean Parrish Dinkins ’58 in
the death of her husband, Robert Lee
“Bob” Dinkins.
Sallie Carroll Park ’58

of her sister, Martha
Carroll ’62 .

in the death

Elizabeth

Sue Sigmon Williams ’58 in the death
of her husband, Neil Williams.

Carolyn Ann Wilkie ’57
Caroline McKenzie York
	Hutton ’59 MEd
Kay Stewart Kidd ’59

Sympathy is extended to
Patricia Hubbard McLean ’50 in
the death of her husband, Calvin C.
McLean Jr.

in
the death of her husband, Philip R.
Bernanke.

Edna Friedman Bernanke ’52

1960s
Carolyn Heafner Williams ’60 and
her husband, Robert, host an annual
competition at Lincoln Cultural
Center in Lincolnton for singers
age 18 to 40. Carolyn studied at the
Metropolitan Opera Studio in New

York City, then sang with companies
there and in Germany. She and Robert
married in 1983 and created their vocal
competition 10 years ago to encourage
and reward talented North Carolina
vocalists. They split their year between
homes in New York and North
Carolina.
and her
husband, Donald, celebrated their 50th
wedding anniversary in April. Priscilla
was a teacher, retiring after 35 years
spent teaching mostly in Lee County.
Priscilla earned a master’s degree from
Campbell University. In 1999 she was
named a Fulbright Scholar to Japan
and in 1998 she presented a paper on
teaching reading at the University of
Beijing, where she was a member of a
delegation of educators. Priscilla and
Donald have four children and six
grandchildren. They live in Sanford.

Priscilla McGee Dollar ’62

Mitzi Byrd Shewmake ’62 MFA had
a collection of her ceramic sculptures
on display at Artworks Gallery in
Winston-Salem this summer. Mitzi is
the former director of Diggs Gallery at
Winston-Salem State University and
a founding member of Artworks. She
is also an emerita professor of art at
Winston-Salem State University and
studied at the Cleveland Art Institute
and the Art Students League in New
York. Mitzi’s work in this show
centered on fairy tales and told the
story from a viewpoint not usually

Wishing on a Starcatcher
Being at the Tony’s must be a breeze,
right? Not necessarily. Especially if
you’re a producer of a nominated
production.
“It’s a scary night. The stakes are
high!” explains H u g h H y s e l l ‘ 8 8 .
He was a producer of “Peter and the
Starcatcher,” nominated for
nine awards. “The room is
profile
very hot — lots of lights.”
Stars are going up and down the aisles,
and you’re in your tux, trying to stay
cool, he says.
“You could win nothing — or nine!” The Broadway
production won five, more than any other new play last season.
It’s still running, while he and his producing partners work on
several new projects.
How did he get his start? A Rhode Island native, he toured
North Carolina universities — his parents were looking to retire in
the state. He wanted a BFA in Theatre. “UNCG really struck me ...
really popped for me.” He got an alumni scholarship and earned
his degree in acting.
“I didn’t understand how good the program was till I left,” he
said. Later, after years as an actor, he earned a master’s degree at

the University of Florida — and realized that
UNCG’s undergraduate program had been
better, for him, due to the level of teaching
and the quality of the faculty-led and
student-led productions. He now teaches one
class a semester at Columbia University, on
marketing/promotions for theatre.
He owns HHC Marketing, which
specializes in Broadway and live
entertainment. He has directed off-Broadway.
He has produced, both off-Broadway and
with “Peter,” on the Great White Way.
He’s also writing a book, a result of many
interviews with professionals in a gamut of theatre occupations.
He wants aspiring actors and theatre professionals to know there
are a great number of career opportunities. They don’t have to give
up their dream of being in the industry, just because one career
path, such as acting, doesn’t work out.
It’s a matter of finding your niche — or a blend of them — that
matches your strengths.
He has found his. He’s a marketer, writer, entrepreneur,
former actor and director. And a Broadway producer. “I’m at all
the production meetings — giving my two cents.
“That’s fulfilling.”
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central to the story, such as the father
in “Hansel and Gretel.”
Bishop Ann Brookshire Sherer-

profile
CrossFit convert
coached some of
the world’s elite athletes at an international competition this summer. And it
wasn’t the London Olympics.
Meeks, 37, guided his team from
CrossFit Greensboro to the 2012
CrossFit Games, an international competition designed as a test of overall
functional fitness where the winners
are crowned “The Fittest on Earth.”
“This was the first team we put
together to try to make it to the
Games,” says Meeks, a Morehead City
native. “And we made it.”
John, co-owner and head coach of CrossFit Greensboro, studied finance at UNCG as
a Bryan Scholar. His son was born the same year he graduated, cementing John’s decision
to do what many finance majors dream of — moving to Charlotte to take a job in banking.
“I did that path for a while,” he says. “Realized it wasn’t for me.”
So he returned to his first love — fitness. He was a martial arts instructor trainee
in high school and had opened his own school as a UNCG freshman. He moved from
Charlotte to California to work with a strength and conditioning coach. He played competitive beach volleyball, which led to an opportunity to help create a speed and agility program used by Misty May-Treanor and Kerri Walsh Jennings (who would later
win three Olympic gold medals in beach volleyball). He returned to his native North
Carolina to teach strength and conditioning at the Greensboro SportsPlex and to coach the
Greensboro Fire Department’s competitive fire combat team. Which led him to CrossFit.
“CrossFit at the time was very counter-culture,” John says. “Nobody knew what it
was. It was very much an elite group of police, military, fire and certain athletes who
would do it.”
He’d met his match — and a new passion. “I’d been working out my whole life and
the first CrossFit workout I did kicked my butt,” he says. “Even people who are in really
good shape, the first workout kicks their butt. That’s attractive. People know within the
first class if they like it.”
He added a level one CrossFit certification to his ever-growing resume of fitness
certifications and in 2008, along with Bruce Fields, opened CrossFit Greensboro, the first
CrossFit “box” in the Triad.
In previous years, athletes from CrossFit Greensboro had competed in the CrossFit
Open and Regionals as individuals. But in 2012, a group decided to band together for the
team competition. They placed first in the Mid-Atlantic Regional — setting a world record
along the way and earning a spot in the international Games, which were held in Carson,
Calif., in July.
John made the decision to coach and not compete. “I’m competitive, so it’s hard to not
be a part of the team,” he says. “But to be the best coach you have to take the bias out of
the equation.”
The team placed 32nd in the world in the final Games standings, but they’re hungry
for more.
“Next year we want to do better at the Games,” he says. “We’ve learned a lot and
we’re not looking back.”
John Meeks ’98
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Simpson ’64 retired from her position
as Episcopal leader of the Nebraska
Methodist Conference in September,
a position she held since 2004. Ann
earned a doctor of ministry degree
from Candler School of Theology
at Emory University and a master’s
degree from Andover Newton
Theological School in addition to her
undergraduate degree from UNCG.
She serves as the vice chairman of the
Board of Trustees of Saint Paul School
of Theology and is a member of the
boards of the Lydia Patterson Institute,
Southern Methodist University and
Nebraska Wesleyan University.
Bertha Lyons Maxwell-Roddey ’67

earned the Luminary Award from
the Charlotte Post. Bertha, a lifelong
education activist, is the founder
of the Africana Studies Program at
UNC Charlotte and co-founder of
the Afro-American Cultural Center
(today known as the Harvey B. Gantt
Center). Bertha was the principal at
Albemarle Road Elementary where
she is credited with desegregating the
school. She has also taught elementary
school, been the corrective reading
teacher for Charlotte-Mecklenburg
Schools and been assistant principal
of Villa Heights Elementary School.
Bertha lives in South Charlotte.

MEd

will celebrate the
release of her latest mystery novel,
“Mixed Signals,” published by
Poisoned Pen Press in October. Jane is
a retired media specialist who serves
as music director for productions at
the Andy Griffith Playhouse. Jane lives
in Mount Airy.

Jane Tesh ’74

Carol Gillespie Walters ’74, ’77
MLS retired as director of the Sandhills
Regional Library System in July.
Carol, who will oversee the transition
of leadership through December, has
served the library system for 31 years.
She lives in Troy.

finished her
term as president of the Yadkinville
Rotary Club and still serves as the
club’s projects chairperson. Donna
also served as president of the Yadkin
County Chamber of Commerce and on
a board with the Salvation Army. She
and her husband, John, live in Advance.

Donna Willingham ’76

Michael Pratt ’78 gave a presentation
titled “50 questions about wills, trusts
and estate planning” at a free program
sponsored by the Transylvania Regional
Hospital. Michael and his wife, Vicky
Pratt ’76 , live in Brevard.
Patti Morgan ’79 retired as principal
at W.D. Williams Elementary after 33
years. Patti taught with Asheville city
schools, Pinellas county schools in
Florida and Charlotte-Mecklenburg
schools. She lives in Asheville.

was named
Chaplain of the Year by the NC
Chaplains Association. The annual
award recognizes distinguished
ministry by a chaplain who serves
patients, community and colleagues
with grace and innovation. She lives in
Pittsboro.

Patricia Cadle ’79

Alumni deaths
Martha Elizabeth Carroll ’62
Margaret Sue Lemmond Helms ’65
Andrea Dobson Vest ’65
Jeane Fisher Hildebrandt ’68 MEd
Carol Ann Harrelson Carruth ’68
Roland Smith Watts ’69 MFA
Carita Jones Brindle ’69x

Alumni deaths

Sympathy is extended to

Kenneth Ray Truitt ’70

in the death
of her brother, Neil Williams.
Sue Williams Keith ’62

in
the death of her husband, Donald A.
Moffat.

Paula Richardson Moffat ’62

Margaret Umberger Holton
’70 MEd
Lacey Delores “Dee” Brewer ’72
	MED, ’83 MA
Bettye Mebane ’72 MEd
Clyde E. Murphy ’75 MEd
Suleiman Mansaray ’77
Doris “Dean” Rakestraw

1970s
is a published
author and certified teacher who
taught at Florida State University and
in public and private schools in New
England and the South. Sarah lives in
Hilton Head Island, S.C.
Sarah Hobson ’71

exhibited her
work at the Randolph Arts Guild’s
Sara Smith Self Gallery in Asheboro.
A feltmaker for more than 30 years,
Sharron teaches workshops in felting at
Penland School of Crafts. She and her
husband, Kenneth, live in Wake Forest.
Sharron Parker ’74

	Burgess ’78
Norma Skeels ’78 MEd

Sympathy is extended to
Margaret Ann Butterfield Michel

in the death of her husband,
Albert J. Michel.

’75 MEd

1980s
retired as chorus
director at Lexington Senior High
School in June. Lee enjoyed a 30 year
career with the Lexington City Schools
and was also instrumental in starting
the middle and high school all-county
choruses. The high school named the

Lee Mabe ’80, ’87 MM

W. Lee Mabe Auditorium in his honor
last spring. Lee has been the music
director at First Methodist Church in
Lexington since 1984.
became
a Fellow of the American College of
Healthcare Executives, the nation’s
leading professional society for
healthcare leaders, in June. Lynda
is senior vice president and COO
of Dosher Memorial Hospital in
Southport.

Lynda Williams Stanley ’82

Because every
student can be
something more
with our support

became
director of the Forsyth County
Parks and Recreation Department in
December. Michael’s innovative work
with Tanglewood Park was featured in
the Winston-Salem Journal in February.

Michael B. Anderson ’83

Christopher M. Stephens ’83 was
the featured artist in a solo exhibition
at Red Door Gallery in Richmond in
September and October. Christopher
is a noted landscape painter and
painting instructor from Front Royal,
Va., who specializes in the scenery of
the Shenandoah Valley.
Deborah Trogdon Stout ’86 MS

was named Randolph County’s 2012
Assistant Principal of the Year. Debbie
is the assistant principal at Wheatmore
High School. She lives with her
husband, Jeff, in Asheboro.
Carolyn Jean Kates Brown ’87 MA,

is author of “A Daring Life: A
Biography of Eudora Welty” published
by University Press of Mississippi on
Aug. 1. Carolyn is a writer, editor and
independent scholar. She has taught at
UNCG, Elon University and Millsaps
College. Her work has been published
in “College Language Journal” and
“Notes on Mississippi Writers.”
Carolyn lives in Jackson, Miss.
’91 PhD

Martin Reid Ballew ’88, ’92 MBA was
named midsize company CFO of the
year by the Triad Business Journal.
Martin is CFO of Food Express in
Greensboro.

was named
nonprofit CFO of the Year by the
Triad Business Journal in July. Kim
is business manager of the Reynolda
House Museum of Art in WinstonSalem.

Kim Sisk Hampton ’88

Sharon Phillips Pearce ’88, ’92 MSN

was elected as vice president of the
board of directors for the American
Association of Nurse Anesthetists.
Sharon took office at the national
meeting held in San Francisco in
August. Sharon is a certified registered
nurse anesthetist from Lexington,
where she lives with her husband,
Michael.

Alumni deaths
Holly Lynn Sims ’83
Michael A. Hall ’85 MEd, ’90 EDS
Phillip John Todd ’85x
William Carter Keith Jr. ’86 MM
Carol K. Hayner ’86 EdD
Fred D. Avery III ’87

Retired as assistant director of the Greensboro Historical Museum, Gayle
Fripp ’63 remembers what it was like to have engaged, supportive
professors. That’s why she and her husband, Terry, give back, from serving
on the 50th reunion planning committee to helping her class reach their
fundraising goal by establishing a Public History Program Fund through a
charitable gift annuity.

“This university gave me everything I needed to be a
success. As we look back over our careers and lives, if
we are honest, we have so much that we owe to what
we gained here. I encourage all of my reunion class to
make a gift of some size and, if possible, to stretch and
make a gift with lasting impact.” — Gayle Fripp ’63
Take advantage of having access to dedicated and knowledgeable
gift planners who emphasize your personal vision. We can help create
a strategy that will prepare you – and deserving UNCG students – for
the future. Gift annuities to UNCG provide significant fixed income
each year for the rest of your life and build the university’s
endowment for a lasting impact.
One-Life Gift Annuity Rates
Ag e 6 0 4 . 4 %

Ag e 7 0 5 . 1 %

Ag e 8 0 6 . 8 %

Two-Life Gift Annuity Rates
60/60

3.9%

70/70

4.6%

80/80

5.7%

For more information, please contact
Lee Knight
Director of Gift Planning
336.256.1277
Mobile: 336.339.1531
Lee_Knight@uncg.edu

Barbara Wike ’80
Director of Gift Planning
336.256.1272
Mobile: 336.404.8469
Barbara_Wike@uncg.edu
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1990s
Camille Nutte Reese ’90 MSN was
named vice president for instruction at
Mitchell Community College. Camille
has been with the college for 10 years
and was serving as MCC’s dean of
nursing, health services and public
service technologies. Prior to coming
to MCC, Camille served as assistant
professor/RN-BSN coordinator at
Winston-Salem State University,
associate director of nursing education
at Bowman Gray School of Medicine
and clinical instructor at Forsyth
Technical Community College.

was
named principal of Gregory School of
Science, Mathematics and Technology
in Hanover County. Krista began her
career with New Hanover Schools in
2000 as assistant principal at Bradley
Creek Elementary School, and in
2004, she became principal of J.C.
Roe Pre-K Center. In 2006 she was
named the district’s pre-kindergarten
director. Following that appointment,
she served as assistant principal at

Krista Crawford Holland ’92

profile

Bellamy Elementary School and as
assistant principal at Noble from 2011
until her current appointment. Gregory
School of Science, Mathematics
and Technology is one of three
magnet schools in New Hanover
County serving students in grades
kindergarten through fifth.
Kristen Jackson Miller ’93 ’98

was named principal of
Grays Chapel Elementary School in
Franklinville. Kristen began her career
in 1994 as a teacher assistant in Guilford
County Schools, then taught first grade
for three years and was a principal
fellow during the 2002-03 school year.
She came to Randolph County Schools
in 2003 as assistant principal at Trinity
High, moved to Braxton Craven the
following year as principal and then to
Northeastern Randolph Middle School
as principal. She served as assistant
principal at Archdale-Trinity Middle
School last year.

MEd, ’03 MS

was
appointed captain of the Thomasville
Police Department effective July
1. Mark will serve over the field
operations bureau where he will
oversee the department’s four patrol
teams. His law enforcement career

Mark Gerard Kattner ’93

spans 24 years beginning in law
enforcement with the High Point
Police Department, where he served
for 10 years prior to working for the
Thomasville Police Department.

Marcia H. Thomas ’95 MEd was
named Teacher of the Week at East
Forsyth High School where she
teaches in the family and consumer
science department.

Dr. Tracey Lavette Keck-Staley

Kelly Hasick Pinnix ’96 ’99 MS

is owner
and director of Lessons of Love, a
company that offers tutorial services,
educational consulting and curriculum
development services. The company
also offers Math Connections, a
year-round program designed to
expose children to careers in science,
technology, engineering and math
(STEM). Tracey lives in WinstonSalem.

received the CFO of the Year Award
from The Triad Business Journal for
her work with the Piedmont Triad
Charitable Foundation, which oversees
the Wyndham Championship Golf
Tournament. Kelly has held the
position of director of finance with the
Foundation for five years.

’93, ’01 MEd, ’07 PhD

Mark Stephenson ’94 was
designated the official portrait artist
of the 75th anniversary of the Miss
North Carolina Pageant. The 42 x 32
inch oil portrait of Arlie Honeycutt,
Miss North Carolina 2012, will hang in
the Progress Energy Center in Raleigh.
Mark is a nationally recognized artist
with works in private collections
throughout the United States. He was
a long-time resident of New York City
where he studied at the Arts Students
League. His studio is at 110 South
Main Street, Salisbury.

The lion hearted
Nothing had quite prepared H i l a r y R i v e r s ’ 1 1 for this.
After arriving in South Africa as an intern for the Global White
Lion Protection Trust, the rains came. For 36 hours, storms pelted
the landscape. Trees fell, blocking the roads. Fences collapsed.
It was the worst flood in the history of South Africa. Trust
employees spent the next four to five weeks fixing fences.
“The lions could have gotten out at any time,” Hilary said. “We
were working fast and
we always had someone
with us tracking them.”
At one point, they
had to cut down a line
of trees to fix the fence.
One person had a
chainsaw; another had
a cutting panga, similar
to a machete.
“I had never done
anything like that in my
entire life,” she said.
Welcome back to
South Africa.
Hilary first traveled
to the country in 2007, just before starting classes at UNCG. Her
family took a four-week vacation in South Africa and stayed at a
home that bordered the white lion trust. During the trip, her family
took a tour of the property.
Hilary saw the lions – their white heads and golden eyes – and
heard how some were found in zoos and others rescued from
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canned hunting camps. They had been extinct in the wild for more
than a decade.
She saw the young cubs and heard how they were showing that
white lions were just as capable of hunting and surviving in the
wild as their tawny cousins. That was all it took.
“I had an epiphany,” she said. “I had to come back.”
She started classes at UNCG and majored in communication
studies with a minor in English. In one of her final classes with
Dr. Jody Natalle she put all of her loves together.
For that class, she was asked to create an outreach project. She
developed a poetry project for the South African schools about the
white lions. After she graduated, she put her teaching plan into
action, working with two schools while she interned with the trust.
Once a week, she visited two different schools. Each class was
broken down into groups and each group wrote one part of the
poem. Then, they memorized their poems and performed them.
“It turned out way better than I thought,” Hilary said. “These
kids fell in love with me and me with them.”
And her work in communication studies, with her focus on
speech codes and intercultural communication, helped as she
adapted to this new role as teacher.
She tried the program from January to March. In May, she
returned for a three-year stay.
She’s continuing to work with the trust and the poetry project.
She was offered a full scholarship to a leadership academy, which
started this summer.
And she has a family vacation to thank for it all.
“In 2007, something just changed in me,” she said. “I fell in love
with South Africa. I cried when I left. I felt I was leaving my home.”

Mariah Vignali ’96 MEd was named
principal at E.M. Holt Elementary
School in Burlington. Mariah has
worked in the Alamance-Burlington
School system for 20 years as a health
and physical education teacher,
assistant principal and principal. She
was recognized as ABSS’ Assistant
Principal of the Year in 2003.

was named
Alamance Community College
Adjunct Faculty Member of the Year
for her continued effort to improve
the education of students who attend
the campus in Graham. Shanda taught
four years as a part-time faculty

Shanda Ingle ’98

member in the math department.
Prior to coming to ACC, Shanda
taught special education for grades
kindergarten through 12th grade.
Shandra and her husband, Nick, have
three children.

2000s

Journal in July. Jerry is CFO of Cross
Co. in Greensboro. He has been with
the company for 15 years. Jerry, his
wife, Joy, and two children, Cole and
Tyler, live in Pleasant Garden.

Charles A. McAninch ’00 MSA

was named
publisher and executive vice president
of Smyth & Helwys Publishing, a
resource provider for many churches
affiliated with the cooperative Baptist
Fellowship. Phillip is an 11-year
veteran of the privately owned
company in Macon, Ga., where he
served as vice president for production
since 2007. He also holds degrees from
Appalachian State University and Duke
University. He has served on the staff
of First Baptist Church of Greensboro
and while at the Divinity School at
Duke University, he was a member
of the newly formed Baptist House of
Studies. Phillip and his wife, Jayne, and
son, Eliot, live in Macon, Ga.

became principal of West Forsyth
High School on Aug. 1. Charles and
his family, wife Tracy and daughters
Abby and Taylor, live in Pfafftown.

Kim Adele Dixon ’01 MSA became
principal of Wallburg Elementary in
Davidson County in August. Kim lives
in Kernersville.

Dr. Phillip Gammons ’98

Ingrid Williams Medlock ’00 MSA

was named principal of Northwest
Middle School by the Winston-Salem/
Forsyth County Schools in August.
Ingrid lives in Winston-Salem.
and wife
became
captains for the Salvation Army in
New Bern on July 1.
Ray Dennis Morton ’00

Whitney Paige Morton ’00

Nicka Thompson Thornton ’93 MEd

Lucy B. Robbins ’00, ’04 MEd began
her pastorate of Caroleen United
Methodist Church on July 1. She was
commissioned by Bishop Larry M.
Goodpaster at the 2012 meeting of the
Western North Carolina Conference
of the United Methodist Church. She
lives in Ellenboro.

Ruskin King Cooper ’95 DMA

Jerry Bohnsack ’01 MBA

Alumni deaths

was named
CFO of the Year by the Triad Business

Jason Niels Petersen ’01 became
director of the Chowan Recreation
Center in April. He and his wife and
three children live in Edenton.
Captain Ricky Adams ’02 is stationed
at Camp Lejeune along with his wife,
Morgan, and his son, Jack.
Jason Marcus Johnson ’02 MSA, ’11
EdD was named principal of Orange
High School by the Orange County
Board of Education in June. He lives
in Whitsett.
Dwight Davis ’03 MA was named the
night copy editor for The Dispatch
newspaper in Lexington in July. He is
responsible for designing pages and
editing stories that come in each night.
Dwight lives in Trinity.
Crystal Kitchens Ralph ’04

collaborated with her father, Gary
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Kitchens, to complete the unfinished
novel of her late brother, Keith. The
fantasy novel, “The Rise of Landia:
Tales of Audhalialand,” is featured on
Amazon and is available at Barnes &
Noble. Crystal lives with her husband
and son in Burlington.
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taught
the basics of screen printing at the
Asheboro Library on July 30. Derek
combines inspirations from graffiti,
skateboard culture and urban
landscapes into his artwork which
has been shown in galleries in Miami,
Chicago and Portland, Ore.

Derek Scott Toomes ’04
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was named
manager of the town of Troutman in
June.

Ann G. Bailie ’05 MPA

Daniel Patrick Shamblen ’05 MSA

was named principal of Midway
Elementary in Lexington in June.
Susan Rhue Butler ’06, ’12 MM

was named Teacher of the Year for
Asheboro City Schools in June. Susan
teaches band to sixth, seventh and
eighth graders at South Asheboro
Middle School.
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Ashley Lawson Harris ’06 joined
the Oak Ridge office of Allen Tate
Realtors in August. Ashley is a fouryear veteran of the real estate business,
serving Winston-Salem, King,
Greensboro and Oak Ridge. She lives
in Winston-Salem.
Larrishia Jacobs ’06 earned
certification as a professional in
human resources (PHR) in August.
The certification is awarded by
the HR Certification Institute, the
credentialing body for human resource
professionals. Larrishia is with HR
Generalise International Paper. She
lives in Murrells Inlet, S.C.
Toby Travis Bunton ’07 joined the
faculty of the Millennium Charter
Academy in Mt. Airy as a teacher in
June.
Brian Scott Muller ’07 MSA, ’11

104,374 copies of this public document were printed at a
cost of $50,202.77 or $.48 per copy.

EdD became principal at Southwest
Guilford Elementary School on August
7. Brian, his wife and three children
live in Greensboro.

is the
transfer counselor for support
services at Beaufort County
Community College. The program
provides tutorial services, academic
counseling, college-transfer help,
skills-development workshops, access
to technology, and cultural enrichment
opportunities. Phylicia also serves as
chief executive officer for Finding Your
Heart Inc, a Greensboro nonprofit
which works through churches and
community in the Triad to help build
confidence and self-esteem among
the region’s young people. She also
volunteers at Grace Fellowship
Church of God in Christ in Hamilton,
where her father serves as pastor.

Phylicia L. Bridgers ’08
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was appointed
finance officer for the town of Dobson
in July.
Laura Rachel Hill ’08
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Toni Gore ’09 was promoted to the
rank of First Lieutenant in the U. S.
Air Force. She is assigned to the 633rd
Medical Group, Labor and Delivery
Joint Base Langley-Eustis, Va. and was
deployed to Qatar at the end of May.

is
a nurse practitioner at the Durham
Veteran Affairs Medical Center. She
and her husband, Frederick, were
honored by Strengthening the Black
Family, Inc. as one of its traditional
families of the year.

oldschool

responsibilties is adult programming,
which will bring people into the
library who have never used it before.
Brooke Zehmer ’12 MSA was
appointed assistant principal of
Lindley Park Elementary in Asheboro.

The birth
of the Spartans

LaDonna Clark Thomas ’09 MSN

earned
a master’s in accounting with a
concentration in tax accounting from
UNC Chapel Hill Kenan Flagler
Business School on May 9. Ashlyne is
a tax accountant with McGladrey, Inc.
in Charlotte.

Ashlyne Kelly Reid ’10

Der Xiong ’10 was profiled by the
Charlotte Observer in August along
with members of her family for
the flowers her family sells at the
Conover, Hickory and Charlotte
(King’s Drive) farmers market.
Customers often stop and ask “are
those real?” upon seeing the brilliant
colors and huge blooms. Der is an
immigrant program coordinator
at Catawba County’s cooperative
extension office, but during her
spare time helps her parents with the
flowers they grow on her parents’
farm. Der lives in Newton.

is a health
educator with the Cherokee County
Health Department and serves as
Smart Start consultant and physical
activity programmer. Lindsey lives in
Murphy.

Lindsey Blair Allen ’11

Jason Andrew Slayton ’11 MLIS

is youth services librarian for the
Clemmons Library. Jason lives with
his son, Elliott, in Winston-Salem.
Nicholas Darrell Johnson ’12

earned the title of United States
Marine after graduating from recruit
training at Marine Corp Recruit Depot,
Parris Island, S.C., in August.
is a fifthgrade language arts teacher at Bethel
Hill Charter School in Roxboro.
Lauren Naomi Morton ’12

shared his journey
and experiences with the congregation
of Rosemary United Methodist
Church in Roanoke Rapids, Va., in
June. While he was a Green Beret in
the U.S. Army’s Special Forces he was
seriously injured in Iraq in April 2008.
Philip lives in Winston-Salem with his
wife, Leslie.

Phil Peedin ’12

Alice Danielle Shepherd ’12 began
her career as a second grade teacher
at Thomasville Primary School in
August.
Megan Araminta Smith ’12 began
her career as a first grade teacher
at Thomasville Primary School in
August.

is the
assistant manager for the Jamestown
Public Library. One of Katherine’s

Katherine Whetzel ’12 MLIS

Alumni marriages
Cynthia Yvonne Parlier ’00, ’04 MA

to Stephen Paul Nemec May 20. The
couple live in Hendersonville.

Ever wondered how we became the Spartans? Or how our first
men’s basketball team fared? University Archivist Erin Lawrimore
tells us a bit about our men’s basketball beginnings.

to
Elizabeth Coates Whalen June 2.
Joshua is financial advisor at Suntrust
Investment Services, Suntrust Bank.
The couple live in Asheville.
Joshua Douglas Tallent ’01

to Christopher
’03 . The couple live in Durham.

Samantha Lewis ’03
Atkins

Megan Lynn Honeycutt ’04

to Charles Norman Assey June
23. Megan is an English teacher
and assistant athletic director for
Brookland-Cayce High School and is
also head coach of the school’s girls
basketball team. The couple live in
Columbia, S.C.
to Sara Ann
Sweet March 31. Joseph is a senior
web developer at Northstar Marketing
in Burlington.

Joseph Cardwell ’05

to Jason
Lee Jolly July 14. Nicole is a third
grade teacher in Guilford County. The
couple live in Greensboro.

Nicole Maria Pfaff ’06 MEd

to Jefferson
June 2. Erin and
Jefferson are in the film industry and
live in Burbank, Calif.

Erin Tara Connarn ’06
Kerr Loftfield ’05

to Justin
Glendale Andrews on June 9. Allison
is employed by Chatham County
Schools. The couple live in Graham.

Allison Reid Hamm ’10

Jessica Ann Andrade ’10 to James
Bryan Crabtree April 7. Jessica is
a special education teacher in the
Sampson County Schools. The couple
live in Stedman.

to Brian
James Haberny March 10. Brittany is
the service and training manager for
GAP/Old Navy. The couple live in
Greensboro.

Brittany Leigh Kneip ’11

Rebecca Irene Whiteside ’11 to
Samual Grant Stalls May 26. Rebecca
is a nurse at Moore Regional Hospital.
The couple live in Sanford.

to
Spiros Panagiotis Langotsis July 1.
Kimberly is a teacher at B. Everett
Jordan Elementary School in Graham.
The couple live in Burlington.

Kimberly Ellen McAdams ’11

Ashley Meredith Hastings ’12 to
Evan Mitchell Simmons July 14. The
couple live in Greensboro.

Arc h i v a l P h otogr a p h y court e s y u n i v e rs i t y
a rc h i v e s & m a n uscr i p ts , j a ckso n l i br a r y

One year after undergraduate men became a new facet of campus life,
administrators hired Frank Pleasants to coordinate competitive athletics
for male students at UNCG. They saw a robust athletic program as a
significant way to encourage male enrollment.
In 1966, Jim Swiggett, a highly successful coach at a nearby
high school, was hired as UNCG’s first men’s basketball coach. He
developed his inaugural squad from the existing student body, with
open tryouts for players across campus. In October 1967, after the first
two days of team practice, Swiggett reported 14 men participating
in workouts. He stated, “We have some boys who have played some
basketball, and some who haven’t,” adding he had “15 uniforms, and if
these boys who are out want to play, we’ll carry them.”
Also in October 1967, after discussions with athletes and other
students, UNCG athletic teams officially adopted the “Spartans” as
their mascot. Pleasants noted they “were looking for a name which had
a masculine ring and one also which had associated with it a tradition
of courage.” Additionally, they avoided duplicating names of other
teams in the region, specifically veering away from “animal names,”
like the Wolfpack, Catamounts or Tigers, for that reason. Strong
consideration was given to the “Generals” and the “Brigadiers” in an
effort to honor Revolutionary War hero General Nathanael Greene. But
Pleasants noted that Greensboro’s professional hockey team at the time
was named the Generals, and argued that the Brigadiers “sounded a
little too jazzy.”
Only the men’s teams used the name at first, according to a 1983
interview with Swiggett.
With a roster and mascot in place, the first Spartans squad prepared
for their opening game on November 20, 1967, against the College
of Charleston. Days before the game, Swiggett noted, “The spirit on
the team is excellent, and we’re really looking forward to beginning
intercollegiate play. But actually, I don’t really know what to expect.
We want to win, but we want to look good whether we win or lose.”
While the match-up with Charleston was a close one, ultimately
a lack of height coupled with a lack of experience resulted in a onepoint loss for the Spartans (80-79). The team lost its first seven games,
with five defeats by a margin of four or fewer points. The Spartans
earned their first win against N.C. Wesleyan at home in Coleman Gym
by a score of 87-65. They finished their inaugural season with a 2-11
record and secured their spot in the history books as the first in a long
tradition of UNCG Spartans.

Alumni deaths
Cameron Laine Foley ’00
Sekxanh Chanthaboury ’02
Lisa Ann Fawell ’10
Lauren Taylor London ’11
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Our goal: 7,000 fans
at the Nov. 12 men’s
basketball home opener.
Free T-shirts for the
first 2,000 fans.
For tickets call
336-334-3250.
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