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openingnotes
On this weekend morning, my household
is sleeping. All is quiet except for the hum
of the refrigerator and whoosh of the air
conditioning. Outside, nothing moves
behind fogged-over windows.
Quiet. Peace. Stillness. Home.
In probably less than an hour, the
children will wake. One will chatter about
dreams featuring stuffed animals and the
other will flip on ESPN. Neither will eat
breakfast until prompted. They will hang out in their pajamas and
hope that I forget to remind them to brush their teeth. At some point in
the morning, they will bicker. They will also giggle. My husband will
come downstairs and the day will officially feel like it’s begun.
This, too, is home.
I love so much about this phase of our family life. This summer,
our family traveled to Massachusetts so I could meet with Becky Levin
’79 and learn more about The Possible Project. In between meeting
inspiring young entrepreneurs, we explored Boston – a place we had
never been. The weather was exquisite. Warm, with a touch of a breeze
off the harbor. Bright sunshine in a crystalline sky. In a word, perfect.
I’m ashamed to admit that by the end of our visit I wasn’t sure I
was ready to come back to North Carolina. It was August, after all.
And as we searched for our car in the long-term parking lot, I felt the
slap of sticky humidity, the prickle of sweat rising on arms and legs
and hairlines. Home.
We arrived at our house and, while I was delighted to be back
among the familiar, I still wasn’t convinced I was ready. My brief stay
in the land of no cooking and no laundry was over. With the suitcases
unpacked, I set my alarm for work and stretched out in bed. And
then I heard what I had been missing– the lullaby of a North Carolina
summer night. I relaxed and felt connected to all the generations
before me who fell asleep listening to the same creatures who sing in
darkness. I was in love with my home again.
Each year, the desire to see what’s beyond my backyard grows.
Looking at the spray of ocean off the New England coast felt like
crossing an item off my bucket list – but it was a desire I didn’t realize
I had. And looking around, I see that the travel bug has bitten a
number of my friends. We live in a great, grand world with so much to
see and feel and do.
I think we are all a bit like Henry David Thoreau, endeavoring to
live deeply and suck the marrow out of life. But in the end, it’s good to
come home. It’s good to come back to a place that centers you. A place
where you are most yourself.
Maybe that’s the place you’re living now. Maybe it’s where you
grew up. Or maybe it’s the years you spent at UNCG.
Enjoy your life. Live deliberately. But don’t forget the deep
satisfaction of coming home.
BETH ENGLISH ’07 MALS,

beth_english@uncg.edu
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Editor

letters
At the end of “A most beautiful
heritage” in the summer issue we
asked alumni to share their best
memories or spots on campus.
Here’s one response. If you
missed the video and story, visit
ure.uncg.edu/magazine/2013_
summer/feature-beautifulheritage.htm
One of my favorite spots in
freshman year was to just sit in
the large window in our dorm
room, Coit 206, and watch
outside to the Quad. That
was a year when “streaking”
was the fad and I saw my
first “streaker” looking out
that window. But, more
importantly, it was just great
to open the windows in your
room and watch the world go
by. The windows were large
enough to sit in and of course,
no air conditioning, so they
were open a lot.
For sophomore, junior
and senior year, I lived in
Winfield. We loved to sit out
on the hill on the back side of
Winfield and sun ourselves in
the long awaited early springs
as well as grab a cafeteria tray
and sled down the hill in the
winter if there was snow.
SUZIE HENNEMAN
CLASS OF 1977

Last spring, we asked alumni for
their memories of their dining
experiences on campus.
To help with my college
tuition, I applied for and got
a job as a server in the Home
Economics cafeteria. The food
preparation was assisted by
the Quantity Cooking class
taught by Miss Ellen Penn.
The cafeteria was open for
meals Monday thru Friday
and we served mostly the
staff, sometimes including
Chancellor Graham.
I remember some of my
favorite menu items were fried
chicken, Salisbury steak, corn
meal waffles, creme brulee,
and cherry pie with ice cream.
All the pastry items were
prepared by a locally-hired
woman [appropriately] named
Candy.
PATRICIA GORDON
BEAMER ’55

I loved the chipped beef
on toast for breakfast and
the Cornish hens that were
served around Thanksgiving/
Christmas. The dining hall
staff packed great bag lunches
for me to pick up on the
way to my social work field
placement.
DONNA VAIL MORGAN ’73

October
“Songs of Jack Jarrett, a
retrospective,” Recital Hall, Music
Building, 7:30 p.m.

OCT. 20

“Loving Jane,” led by
Dr. Hephzibah Roskelly, Virginia
Dare Room, Alumni House, 7 p.m.

OCT. 21

”Bachelorette,” play,
Brown Building Theatre
OCT. 24-27

Women’s soccer vs.
Samford, 6 p.m.

OCT. 25

Alumni poetry reading,
Kelly Cherry and Jillian Weise,
Faculty Center, 7 p.m.

OCT. 25

calendar

Jackson Library, 4 p.m.

N O V . 5 Present-Continuous,
Recital Hall, Music Building,
7:30 p.m.
N O V . 7 Casella Sinfonietta,
Recital Hall, Music Building,
7:30 p.m.
N O V . 8 Men’s basketball vs.
High Point, 7 p.m.

“Peter Pan,” play,
Taylor Theatre

NOV. 9-17

N O V . 9 Women Veterans
Historical Project luncheon and
panel discussion

Jeff Warner, folksinger,
Organ Hall, Music Building,
7:30 p.m.

NOV. 11

Men’s basketball vs.
ECU, 7 p.m.

NOV. 12

NOV. 14-17

Fall opera, Aycock

Auditorium

Prime Movers dance
concert, UNCG Dance Theatre,
8 p.m.
NOV. 15-16

OCT. 26

Homecoming, Saturday

OCT. 26

Volleyball vs. Furman,

6 p.m.

UNCG Old Time
Ensemble, Organ Hall, Music
Building, 5:30 p.m.

NOV. 19

UNCG Magazine
1100 W. Market St., Suite 201
PO Box 26170
Greensboro, NC 27402-6170
beth_english@uncg.edu

UNCG Symphonic Band
and Wind Ensemble, Aycock
Auditorium, 7:30 p.m.

University Chorale
and Chamber Singers, Aycock
Auditorium, 3:30 p.m.

FEB. 18

NOV. 24

University Symphony
Orchestra, Aycock Auditorium,
7:30 p.m.

NOV. 25

Women’s basketball vs.
VCU, noon

NOV. 27

Men’s soccer vs Georgia
Southern, 7:30 p.m.

NOV. 19

MC Lyte, hip hop
concert, UNCG Performing Arts
Series, Aycock Auditorium, 8 p.m.

NOV. 20

Men’s basketball vs.
Greensboro College, 7 p.m.

D E C . 2 Jazz Ensemble II, Recital
Hall, Music Building, 7:30 p.m.

NOV. 20

University Band,
Aycock Auditorium, 7:30 p.m.

DEC. 18

Will Read for Food
benefit reading, Weatherspoon
Art Museum, 6 p.m.

DEC. 30

OCT. 26

OctubaFest, Tubas in the
Sun Quartet, Recital Hall, Music
Building, 3:30 p.m.
OCT. 27

Author reading, Jill
McCorkle, Virginia Dare Room,
Alumni House, 7 p.m.

OCT. 29

Symphonic Band,
Aycock Auditorium, 7:30 p.m.

NOV. 21

North Carolina Dance
Festival, Aycock Auditorium,
8 p.m.

NOV. 1-2

“The Colony:
The Harrowing True
Story of the Exiles of
Molokai,” led by Drs.
Janne and Rob Cannon,

Men’s basketball vs.
James Madison, 7 p.m.
Men’s basketball vs.
NC State, 7 p.m.

University Band, Aycock
Auditorium, 7:30 p.m.
Men’s basketball vs.
Elon, 7 p.m.

FEB. 19

University Symphony
Orchestra, Aycock Auditorium,
7:30 p.m.

FEB. 20

Jazz Ensembles I and II,
Recital Hall, Music Building,
7:30 p.m.

FEB. 21

Tony Rice Unit &
Peter Rowan, bluegrass, UNCG
Performing Arts Series, Aycock
Auditorium, 8 p.m.

FEB. 22

Men’s basketball vs.
Chattanooga, 2 p.m.

FEB. 23

“Goodbye to All That,”
book discussion, led by Dr. Ron
Cassell, 4 p.m.

FEB. 24

JAN. 18

Men’s basketball vs.
Davidson, 5 p.m.

FEB. 27-MARCH 2

Men’s basketball vs.
Appalachian State, 7 p.m.

FEB. 28

JAN. 30

November

NOV. 4

December

January

Women’s soccer vs.
Elon, 7 p.m.

Letters may be edited for style, grammar and length.
Please respond to:

Men’s and Women’s
Glee Clubs, Aycock Auditorium,
5:30 p.m.

OCT. 26

OCT. 30

We love letters

NOV. 23

“This,” play,
Brown Building Theatre

Chamber Singers,
location tbd, 7:30 p.m.

J A N . 3 0 - F E B . 2 Studio opera,
Aycock Auditorium

Wind Ensemble, Aycock
Auditorium, 7:30 p.m.

February

NOV. 21

Fall dances, UNCG
Dance Theatre
NOV. 22-23

F E B . 1 4 - 2 3 “Pride and
Prejudice,” play, Taylor Theatre
FEB. 14

Carolina Band Festival:

March
M A R C H 2 University Chorale,
Aycock Auditorium, 3:30 p.m.
M A R C H 6 Friends of the UNCG
Libraries dinner, featuring Nikki
Giovanni
Fall 2013

°

uncg magazine

3

front
Spirit of support, inclusiveness
Six-year graduation rate for UNCG’s black students
is 60.1 percent, much higher than the national
average, report says

A REPORT BY THE EDUCATION
TRUST, A NATIONAL WATCHDOG
GROUP FOR PARITY IN EDUCATION,
SINGLES OUT UNCG AMONG THE
NATION’S UNIVERSITIES FOR ITS
SUCCESS AT CLOSING THE GAP
IN GRADUATION RATES BETWEEN
BLACK AND WHITE STUDENTS.

Our mission, our place
I’d like to share excerpts from this year’s State of the Campus
address, which celebrates our historic strengths while
addressing national changes in higher education. To read it in its
entirety, visit newsandfeatures.uncg.edu/2013-state-of-campus.
Today I want to focus my remarks on our mission, our place and our future. From
State Normal and Industrial School to Woman’s College to present day UNCG, our
institution has changed greatly since its inception in 1891. But at our core we have
always maintained our commitment to:

• Empowering students to succeed by providing access and opportunity in a
challenging and supportive environment;

address compelling needs. And we will reinforce our commitment to the role of
scholarship in the humanities and the arts as a fundamental part of our research
mission. We understand that the major challenges facing us cannot be addressed
without the wisdom of the humanities and the inspiration of the arts.
We will move beyond the physical boundaries of the campus to serve student and
community needs. Our shared value as a campus community is to do something
more with what we teach, learn and discover — something that impacts those beyond
our borders. This is what motivates us. And this is how we define success.
Last year I spoke of breaking down traditional, physical walls — in the creation

• Creating, sharing and translating knowledge into solutions for the problems

of new learning environments in our residence halls. Now I believe we must take

• Contributing to the public good, enriching quality of life and enhancing

the campus and those we serve, including many of our own students. We all have a

we face, locally, statewide, nationally and even globally;

economic development through our research and engagement.

Throughout our history the way in which we have fulfilled our mission has been
linked to a belief in our responsibility to serve as stewards of place. Today, UNCG
faculty, staff and students support the needs of students in K-12, new North
Carolinians, and the business and non-profit organizations in this community.
This university has an incredible opportunity to build on our history and expand
our reach and impact in the coming years. Let me suggest a starting point for our
dialogue.
We will maintain our focus on access and student success, while adjusting to
changing demographics and utilizing technology to enhance learning.

4

We will make a more compelling case for the value of a research university
education. We will define areas for investment that leverage our strengths and
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the next step and eliminate physical and virtual obstacles and boundaries between
role to play in our evolution as an engaged community.
This fall we will launch a strategic visioning process. Our goal will be to work
together, across all of our constituencies, to establish a strategic vision for UNCG
that will provide a framework within which the details of the next strategic plan can
be developed. This will be a collaborative process that will set the direction for our
collective future.
I ask that we all — faculty, staff, students, alumni and friends — continue to

“At UNCG, we pride ourselves on providing a supportive and
challenging learning environment for all students and it is
gratifying that The Education Trust continues to acknowledge
our success in this area,” says UNCG Chancellor Linda P. Brady.
“Above all, I am pleased to see our emphasis on support and
inclusion reflected in the strong graduation rates for our AfricanAmerican students, a trend UNCG has maintained over the last
decade.”
UNCG — with a black student population of just over 23 percent
— has graduated black students at similar or higher rates than white
students at least since 2002, the report says. Graduation rates for
black students at UNCG jumped to 60.1 percent in 2011 from 52.3
percent in 2010; the graduation rate for UNCG’s white students was
51.9 percent in 2011.
“Whatever is at work here is phenomenal, and we are a
national story because of it,” says Steve Roberson, UNCG’s dean
of Undergraduate Studies. “UNCG has a welcoming and inclusive
spirit. That, to me, is really the only explanation that seems
plausible. That atmosphere is self-authored by this university and
by the communities themselves. It’s a grassroots explanation.”

talkingitup

“ I think the periodic

table of elements is the
most beautiful thing in
the world. It’s breathtaking.”
— Dr. Terry Nile, professor of
chemistry, in the May 8, 2013,
News & Record

“The culture of care is very real; it’s
not just a catchphrase. Everybody
here is really friendly, and really
does care.”
— Chelsea Boccardo ’13, president of
SGA 2012-13

“I sit in Jackson Library, fifth floor,
booth on the left. That’s my spot.
Every time somebody’s in there, I
just cry.”
— Kelly Donovan, a senior, talking
about her favorite place to study

“The pursuit of knowledge attracts
me to research. You answer the
question before you, but that answer
raises a lot of other questions. So
you keep digging. That suits me. I
never want to stop learning.”
— UNCG Guarantee student
Juan Collazo

work together to further solidify this great university’s mission and our place in this
community.
				

— Chancellor Linda P. Brady
Fall 2013
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Perrin to return to teaching
P R O V O S T D A V I D H . P E R R I N has announced plans to return to
the university’s teaching faculty at the end of the academic year.
“This academic year will complete my seventh as provost, and
now is the time to begin the search for UNCG’s next chief academic
officer,” Perrin told faculty in September. “My term as provost will
end on June 30, 2014. It has been an honor and a thrill to serve this
wonderful university for six years as dean and seven years as provost. I am looking forward to preparing for the next phase of my
career as professor of kinesiology. ”
Chancellor Linda P. Brady praised Perrin.
“Dr. Perrin has served as UNCG’s chief academic officer since
July 1, 2007, a period of great challenge and change in American
higher education. He led the academic restructurings that created
the School of Health and Human Sciences and the School of Music,
Theatre and Dance and concluded a comprehensive academic program review that has positioned the university for future investment
and development,” Brady said. “Under Dr. Perrin’s leadership,
UNCG collaborated with other universities to launch initiatives such
as the Joint School of Nanoscience and Nanoengineering (with N.C.
A&T) and, more recently, the Downtown University Campus.”
A national search for Perrin’s successor will begin this fall.

Professor’s study shows young adults overestimate their own conservatism

right on

?

New on Lee

6

Young adults tend to be more liberal than they
think they are, according to a study by a UNCG
researcher that’s getting national attention.
Ethan Zell, a psychologist at UNCG, co-authored the study with Michael Bernstein, a
psychologist at Pennsylvania State UniversityAbington. Zell and Bernstein based their results
on three separate surveys of college students and
other adults under 30 and published the study in
the journal Social Psychological and Personality
Science.
Across the board, subjects underestimated
their liberal leanings with the exception of those
who considered themselves liberal democrats.
The gap between self-perception and reality was
more pronounced among those who considered
themselves conservative.
While Zell can’t be certain of why this trend
exists, he and Bernstein speculate that there may
be a difference in psychology among conservative
and liberal thinkers.
“Conservatives may value loyalty more than
liberals, including loyalty to a political party,” he
says. “They may want to see themselves as fitting

uncg magazine
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into a particular group more than they really do.
We’re not trying to make either group look better
or worse, or to make any judgments.”
Zell, whose research focuses on self-knowledge,
is also a self-described PBS News Hour fan. When
he took an online quiz on 12 major political issues
— including gay marriage, health care, abortion,
welfare and the environment — designed for News
Hour by the Pew Research Center, he began to
wonder how accurately people can predict their
own political leanings.
Zell and Bernstein used the Pew Quiz to gauge
students at their respective universities and also
recruited young adults online through Amazon’s
Mechanical Turk to round out their sampling.
Altogether about 700 young adults were sampled
in three surveys.
The researchers plan to continue their research
with a sample of older adults, but the initial study
has important implications for young voters.
“If their perception of themselves is wrong
they may be voting for the wrong person, or at
least voting for people who don’t match their
views,” Zell says.

Spartan Village, UNCG’s new
apartment-style housing for
upperclassmen, opened its
doors in August. Three of
Spartan Village’s four buildings
— Haywood, Lee and Union
halls — are now home to 560
students. Highland Hall,
damaged by a constructionrelated fire in March, is being
rebuilt and should be ready to
open in January.
The $52.5 million, universityowned Spartan Village
complex includes space for
offices and retail. It is the first
phase in UNCG’s expansion
into the West Lee Street
Corridor, which also will
include a new station for
UNCG Police and a pedestrian
underpass beneath the
railroad corridor.
The expansion syncs with
Greensboro’s revitalization
plan for the High Point Road/
West Lee Street Corridor and
is expected to spur significant
economic development in
the area.

Driving economic growth
Miles Wright drove from Research
Triangle Park for the big announcement in July, telling the crowd
gathered at the Joint School of
Nanoscience and Nanoengineering
that its new consortium is an
“unbelievable” opportunity for
Xanofi, the nanotech company he
started 2 ½ years ago in RTP.
“It provides access to expensive equipment that a small
company would never, ever have
access to,” Wright said of the
Nanomanufacturing Innovation
Consortium (NIC). “Instead of having to pay an outside firm or university to do lab work for you, with the
proper training I can walk in and, at a much-reduced cost, I can do it
myself — prepare my sample and see the things that I want. And there’s
a huge advantage to that. It is not just having access; it’s sitting in the
driver’s seat.”
The consortium founded by JSNN aims to be a global leader in
research and education as well as a driver of local economic development.
NIC provides access to unique capabilities for product development, materials testing, analysis and evaluation to address the diverse
needs of consortium members. Members gain insight into JSNN’s
ongoing research in nanobiology, nanomaterials and cleanroom technologies, and access to JSNN’s state-of-the-art research and education

facility at Gateway University
Research Park in Greensboro.
JSNN’s goal is to support economic growth throughout the region.
And NIC appears to be working well
already.
When Wright found out about
the consortium, he decided to hire a
PhD to drive his company’s life science projects, bringing the number
of Xanofi employees to 12. “So you
could say that Xanofi created the
first job from this consortium. The
launch of this consortium will drive
jobs.”
Companies that have joined the consortium range from Xanofi to
Syngenta, a leading agriculture company with 27,000 employees worldwide and six global research centers.
“At UNCG, we are redefining the traditional definitions of community engagement and economic development because we know that
one cannot thrive without the other,” Chancellor Linda P. Brady said.
“Together, they serve as parallel mechanisms to create and sustain
healthy, safe and vibrant communities. NIC is the perfect example of
this value.”
NC A&T Chancellor Harold Martin and UNCG Chancellor Linda P. Brady during
the announcement of the new Nanomanufacturing Innovation Consortium.
Fall 2013
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Ten years of talk

Sustainable UNCG
From new construction to new curriculum, decisions at UNCG are made with
an eye toward reducing human impact on the environment.

Freshmen and seniors
Suffice it to say this was no ordinary college fair.
Prospective students enjoyed wine and cheese to the sounds of a
live cellist as they strolled from table to table checking out the offerings
at UNCG. The event took place in an elegant setting at Well•Spring
Retirement Community in Greensboro. And the guests? All were senior citizens.
The gathering in August marked the beginning of a groundbreaking
relationship that leaders of the partner institutions believe will benefit
members of both Well•Spring and UNCG by bringing together talented
and experienced adults and a vibrant academic community.
“This has been a dream of mine since I came to Well•Spring nearly 14
years ago,” President and CEO Stephen Fleming told the crowd. “The whole
point of this is we do not stop living. Aging is not dying — it is living.”
Beginning this semester, residents of Well•Spring have the opportunity
to attend on-campus lectures, concerts, recitals, athletic events and other
activities as well as enroll in or audit classes. In turn, they may serve as
mentors or volunteers for student and community activities, sharing their
business expertise and life experiences with UNCG students.

Bettie Williams, a 19-year resident of Well•Spring with strong ties to
UNCG, listened intently from the audience. “I’m just an old home economics graduate,” the 1941 alumna of Woman’s College said, adding that her
mother was a professor at the school as well.
“I am really impressed,” she said, flipping through a catalog of the
offerings. “It’s not just a vague idea anymore. We have dates, we have
times, we have places.”
Fleming and Chancellor Linda P. Brady said both Well•Spring and
UNCG are committed to community engagement and service to older adults.
“This partnership seems to make perfect sense,” Brady said. “I can
think of no better place for us to be than Well•Spring. It is a community
that believes we have the freedom as we age to explore.”
Fleming, who forged a similar partnership with Dartmouth College
when he worked at a retirement community in New Hampshire, described
Well•Spring as “a living, learning lab of positive aging.” “You are taking
the steps to be proactive in aging well,” he told the residents. “We hope
UNCG students will learn from that.”

The campus’ three newest building projects
are also its most environmentally friendly. The
trifecta of LEED-certified buildings on
campus — the School of Education, The Quad
residence halls and Jefferson Suites — all
earned the coveted LEED designation from the
U.S. Green Building Council for their
sustainable design and function. The Quad
and the School of Education building achieved
LEED Gold certification; Jefferson Suites has
been certified LEED silver.
Existing buildings are being made more efficient,
a move that helps improve the university’s
carbon footprint and saves money on the
electric bill. Buildings that are a part of the
Standards of Comfort program have an almost
7.3 percent decrease in electrical consumption,
a reduction that has led to a $179,000 cost
avoidance in electrical consumption and a
greenhouse gas reduction of more than 1,381
metric tons of carbon dioxide.
This summer, UNCG installed its first set of
photovoltaic solar panels. The panels, on the

8
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roof of the Sports Turf Maintenance Building,
will typically produce enough energy to power
the building with a little surplus. “This is the
first step in UNCG’s path to developing
renewable energy on campus,” Jorge Quintal,
UNCG’s associate vice chancellor for facilities,
said. “This is an important project not only
because it contributes, although modestly,
toward UNCG’s carbon neutrality — it also will
serve as a learning tool for students interested
in alternative energy and other sustainability
issues on campus.”
And the push for sustainable education has
even permeated the classroom. This fall, the
UNCG Bryan School of Business and
Economics launched a bachelor’s degree in
Sustainable Tourism and Hospitality. This
program, among the first of its kind in the
nation, focuses on marrying the best business
practices of the tourism and hospitality
management field with environmental
sustainability practices that help conserve the
earth’s resources.

The University Speaking Center is celebrating
a decade of helping students and community
members hone oral communication skills.
The center, established in 2002, served a
record 7,373 speakers during the 2012-13 academic year.
Expansion in the center has happened on
multiple fronts. Five consultants assisted 81
speakers the first year. Last year more than 50
consultants gave assistance to 2,965 speakers.
In addition to supporting their peers in
the center, student consultants have won
awards, published research, presented at
conferences and worked in the community. A
few examples of the work they do:

Voices of the People - Helping citizens who
want to address the Greensboro City Council
during its weekly public meetings.

Interactive Resource Center - Helping IRC
guests as they participate in mock job interviews.

Interlink Language Center and Beyond
Academics at UNCG - Facilitating weekly
one-on-one conversation practice consultations for those students.

Middle College at UNCG - Working with
students in the middle college program to
help organize and practice their oral presentations.
Dudley High School - Helping students create an elevator style speech or write a letter to
the editor in the format of the elevator speech
about an issue they care about.
English Conversation Club - Facilitating
weekly consultations at the Glenwood Branch
Library with members in the community who
are learning English as a second language.

Fall 2013
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In honor of Moran

Dance across the decades

A N E W V I E W The gathering space for
generations of students has a new look and a new
name - the William E. Moran Commons & Plaza.

????

If you’ve been on campus lately, you
may have seen changes to the former
dining hall. The “bird cage” is gone,
replaced by glassed-in balconies. And the
name is different as well – the building
and the fountain area are now called the
William E. Moran Commons and Plaza.
Former Chancellor Bill Moran was
on hand at a dedication of the space
in May. Many came out to honor
the accomplishments of his years on
campus. Take a look at a slideshow of the
festivities at alumnimagazine.uncg.edu.
He is being honored in another way

?
WHAT DO

YOU THINK

UNCG Magazine

is conducting a
readership survey.

We’d like you to tell us what we’re doing well and
what we should improve. We also would like to
know what you want to read and how you want to
read it – print, web page, tablet, etc. Please take a
few minutes to give us your opinions.
Each survey participant may be included in a
drawing for a $50 or $20 Barnes & Noble gift card.
surveymonkey.com/s/PFKLNJS
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For more than a century, UNCG Dance has had a big impact.
“Everyone wants an instructor who was trained at UNCG,”
says Janet Lilly, professor and department head. Many alumni
are now on university and high school faculties. Other alumni
have become choreographers and performers.
The program receives about 140 applications each year.
After auditions, 30 are accepted.
Dance was originally part of physical education, with modern
dance first offered in 1936. An MFA came in 1949. The program
continued to progress to its present-day form.
Lilly created a display near the Dance Theatre to show some
of this heritage.
She gathered the photos for the 2013 American College
Dance Festival Association’s Mid-Atlantic Conference, where
UNCG hosted about 450 students and faculty from 31
universities. The photos from UNCG Archives filled a bulletin
board. Two of those are shown here. Enjoy.

as well. An endowment fund has been
established in his name.
The William E. Moran Chancellor’s
Endowment will generate unrestricted
funds that may be used by current
chancellors to support programs
such as seed funding for research
program development; faculty and staff
development activities; campus projects;
and, facility planning and enhancements
– all areas that were focal points of his
administration.
To contribute to the endowment,
contact Judy Piper at jrpiper@uncg.edu.

IN THE

BALANCE

There’s been quite a lot of talk about work-life balance these days.
One of our professors, Dr. Paige Hall Smith, has even conducted a
study on issues that affect UNCG employees in this arena.
We’re planning a story about work-life balance for the spring
issue, and we’d like to hear from you.
What do you think constitutes a healthy balance between
work life and home life?
How do you manage the push-pull between family and
the job?

See more at alumnimagazine.uncg.edu

KATIE HALTIWANGER SCHMITZ ’84
performing the work “Disposition” in 1983.
Choreographer was Emily Adams. Dr.
Schmitz, a third-generation Spartan,
danced professionally with such companies
as the Martha Graham Ensemble and is
professor of epidemiology at University of
Pennsylvania Perelman School of Medicine.
JOHN GAMBLE AND JAN VAN DYKE
in 1990. The longtime professors and
leaders recently retired and were honored
at a special joint concert of their
companies earlier this semester. “Van Dyke
and Gamble were really instrumental in
building the program,” Lilly says.

Is it possible to have a balance or will something always
feel off-kilter?
Do you think you have an ideal situation? If so, what
makes it work for you?
Send your responses to beth_english@uncg.edu or Beth
English, UNCG-University Relations, 1100 W. Market St., Suite
201, P.O. Box 26170, Greensboro, NC 27402-6170. Be sure to
include your contact information.
Fall 2013
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thestudio
Learning through the ‘Art of Seeing’
Poetic ending
It took almost 10 years, but Terry Kennedy ’99
MFA never gave up.
Kennedy wrote the poems that would become
his new poetry collection “New River Breakdown”
over the space of several years. Along the way,
some were published in literary journals. But as a
collection, they simply hadn’t found a home.
Until now.
The book will be published this month by
Unicorn Press in Greensboro – along with the help
of several alumni.
Andrew Saulters ’08 MFA edited the book.
Saulters also hand-stitched 500 paper and 100 hard bound copies and
created the watercolor cover.
However, that is only one of five covers for the book. Four other area
artists – Tristin Miller ‘10x, Matthew Brinkley ’12, Chuck Johnson and
Woodie Anderson – designed other covers.
As associate director of UNCG’s creative writing program, Kennedy
teaches courses on both independent book publishing and poetry for nonmajors. This book – his first – speaks to both of those interests.
“New River Breakdown” is a collection of prose poetry with a
narrative arc. “Prose is the perfect sort of bridge,” he said. “It’s something
non-poets can delve into.”
Kennedy often tells students everyone responds to poetry a little
differently. That’s one of the reasons he loves the genre.
“It has reach and meaning in so many directions.”
And Kennedy is happy with the way his book evolved.
“I really liked it,” he said. “I had faith (in this book) just long enough.”

Train Dreams
Today, winter has returned, the crocus has collapsed,
the near-ripe rosebuds frozen like the sunken sky. And
we’re outside with our two dogs, who circle your feet
as you stand by the car – rain pimpling your naked
legs, sliding inside your knee-high boots. Rain fills my
slippers too, as I follow your eyes, to the pearled buttons
of your wrinkled shirt. The train’s distant whistle cries
beyond the edge of town but I’ve been carried so far from
this dreary moment that its lament, and your words,
fall to the ground like last summer’s lilies. I’ve gone to
a place that’s just as cold as the afternoon that you first
disappeared from my heart; the sharp winter sun cutting
the branches of the leafless trees, igniting the buildings
that lined the sidewalk. You were framed by the burning
glass – shining the way camellias shine, glazed in ice –
walking away, as you are now. Don’t you realize that
this leaving does not fade when you round the corner?
That it keeps returning, like this winter that seems to
have turned to one long season?

Queen for a month
When you think of Hans Christian Andersen, fiddles, guitars and
banjos may not come to mind.
But that’s the sound that will fill Triad Stage, as his fairy tale “The
Snow Queen” inspires the Appalachian-set “Snow Queen.”
The adaptation is the latest collaboration between UNCG lecturer
Preston Lane, one of the founders of Triad Stage, and Laurelyn Dossett
‘99 MS. Their earlier work together includes “Bloody Blackbeard,”
“Providence Gap,” “Brother Wolf” and “Beautiful Star.”
The wintry fairy tale was a jumping off place for the play, which
draws on Appalachian folk tales and Native American myths as well,
Lane said.
“I love the stories of Hans Christian Andersen. There is a sweet,
childlike wonder at the heart of the stories that goes hand in hand with
the unique Scandinavian bleakness. I think that the mythology of the
Scandinavian countries is easily transported to the mythology of the
Southern Appalachian region.”
Lane and Dossett’s collaborations have involved myth and the way
myth exists in everyday life, he added.
“It’s a classic fairy tale,” Dossett said. Two friends. One gets

12

uncg magazine

°

Fall 2013

whisked away by the Snow Queen. One searches the world to find him.
The hero is a little girl.
She got the call to work on the adaptation in January and, wanting
inspiration for the music, drove the back routes of West Virginia to
Canaan Valley. It was the only place she could find snow.
“Lots of snow, very foggy. Everything was white ... and super
quiet.” She imagined a child being lost in that. And for the scenes set in
a garden that eternally blooms she went up to Pearson’s Fall in Saluda
this summer, where there are lots of flowers.
The December play will be magical, Lane said. “Writing stage
directions like ‘Two enormous black bears pull their sleigh across the ice
field out of sight’ and ‘a sudden snow storm surrounds her, then begins
to try to pull her back down the mountain’ and ‘the crow flies away,
stopping to look back and wave’ is so much fun, but I have to realize that
as director I am going to need to make all of this actually happen.”
He has some UNCG acting talent to draw on. “In fact I’ve written
several roles with some students in mind. One of the great perks of
teaching at UNCG is that I get to watch the progress of young actors
and sometimes write roles specifically for them.”

and what’s not. Being able to
detect small movements.
These are things that are
important in the study of
physical movement.”
Studying works in the
Weatherspoon’s collection
encourages students to slow
down and process what they
are observing. “It’s something
that we take for granted, that
we can see,” Grimaldi said.
“We work with them to help
hone those observation skills.”
There’s much to learn,
whether you’re studying a
sculpture or a piece of
Ann Grimaldi, curator of education, talks with a student in Religious
abstract art. “One of the first
Studies 201 about the Tom Otterness sculpture “The Frieze” in the
questions I ask them when
atrium as part of “The Art of Seeing.”
they come in is ‘What did you
see on your way over here?’” Grimaldi explained.
Did you see what you thought you did? Is there
“It’s amazing how much visual information we
more to explore? These are some questions
see on a day-to-day basis – but also how much
UNCG students are challenged to consider when
we filter out. We store what we think is
they take The Art of Seeing, a two- to three-hour
important, but there’s more to see.
study of works of art in the Weatherspoon Art
“A favorite topic for students is visual bias.
Museum collection.
We try to answer the question, ‘Why do I think
The class trains students to see more
that about this piece of visual information?’”
acutely, said Ann Grimaldi, the Weatherspoon’s
Also, being able to detect subtle patterns and
curator of education. Students studying
visual clues can help students see beyond the
kinesiology and nursing are among the dozens
obvious. “Abstract and non-representational art
who have taken the visual literacy course during
especially challenges students to think
the four years it’s been offered.
differently about how they interpret visual
In kinesiology, students “have to be able to
images. Ultimately, we want to help students
see a lot of information very quickly,” Grimaldi
sharpen their observation skills, and if they
explained. “For instance, while scanning a ball
discover they enjoy looking at art in the
field or a gymnasium, they have to be able to
process, even better.”
pick out what’s the important visual information

The stories behind ‘Toy
Story’ and more
Did you enjoy
“Cars,” “A Bug’s
Life,” “Toy Story”
and “Toy Story 2”?
Hear stories from a
creative force
behind these
animated films.
Pixar production
designer Bill Cone will speak Thursday, Nov. 14,
at 7 p.m. in Curry Auditorium. The public is
invited to the Art Department-sponsored event,
free of charge.

Free play
This will be music to
your ears.
Admission to the
majority of the UNCG
School of Music,
Theatre and Dance
music concerts and
recitals are now free
of charge.
Free events for 2013-14 include most band,
orchestra and choral concerts, as well as faculty, chamber music and guest artist recitals. A
few select events will remain ticketed, and
these performances will be clearly identified on
the school’s events calendar.

alumni authors
“The Forgotten First: B-1 and the Integration of the Modern Navy,” by A L E X A L B R I G H T ’ 7 5 M F A ° “Message of the
Medallion,” a novel by B E N J A M I N B R A G D O N ’ 0 5 ° “Inch and Roly and the Very Small Hiding Place,” a children’s
book by M E L I S S A B R A N N O N ’ 9 3 M F A U N D E R T H E N A M E M E L I S S A W I L E Y ° “The Life and Death of Poetry:
Poems,” by K E L L Y C H E R R Y ’ 6 8 M F A ° “Taking the Tumble,” a romantic suspense novel by E V E L Y N D E W I T T
C R O O K ‘ 4 9 , U N D E R T H E P E N N A M E E V E D E W C R O O K ° “The Ruby Earring,” a mystery novel by R . D A L E
C R O T T S ’ 9 3 M B A ° “Hospital Work,” a poetry chapbook by S T E V E C U S H M A N ’ 0 2 M F A ° “Modern Just War
Theory: A Guide to Research,” by M I C H A E L F A R R E L L ’ 0 4 M L I S ° “House Bound,” a novel by E L I Z A B E T H
G E N T R Y ’ 9 8 M F A ° “Night Buddies and the Pineapple Cheesecake Scare” and “Night Buddies: Impostors and One
Far-Out Flying Machine,” by S A N D S H E T H E R I N G T O N ’ 7 2 M F A ° “Red Shoes,” a novella, and “Wraith’s Heart,” a
paranormal romance, by D O N N A H O N E Y C U T T ’ 7 5 , U N D E R T H E N A M E D O N N A S T E E L E ° “Thieves I’ve
Known,” a collection of stories by T O M K E A L E Y ’ 9 2 ° “New River Breakdown,” a collection of poetry by T E R R Y
KENNEDY ’99 MFA
“Belligerent,” a novel by B R A N D I M A U L D I N ’ 1 3 ° “Conditions are Favorable,” a novel by
T A R A W A L L S T A L E Y ‘ 9 4 ° “The Book of Goodbyes,” a poetry collection by J I L L I A N W E I S E ’ 0 4 M F A
Fall 2013
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Outtake
D I N I N G R E A C H E S N E W H E I G H T S The new dome in the center of Moran

Commons displays remarkable engineering. It will allow for a user-friendly and
modern dining space for Spartans for many years to come. Ten glue-laminated beams, as well as intermediate struts, were put into place by crane in
September. The dome and skylights will make for plenty of natural light and
fewer interior walls. The commons retains its history, with the old, beautiful
beams in the building’s wings now exposed, complementing these new ones.
And yes, the cupola was preserved — it’ll likely be displayed in the commons.
This renovation will be paid for over time by a portion of meal plan fees. This
renovated part of Moran Commons, with its variety of food prep areas, is
scheduled to open in January.

PHOTOGRAPH BY DAVID WILSON,
ASSISTANT PHOTOGRAPHY EDITOR
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blue&gold
Birdies, eagles and a very big Cardinal

Tim Cowie/UNCG Athletics

On hardwood, lots of new faces

Only one golfer finished under-par at the prestigious Cardinal Amateur.
Sophomore Taylor Coalson won by five strokes. “It was one of those weekends,”
he says. “I didn’t have any mistakes. … It’s kind of hard to put into words.”
Coach Terrance Stewart noted the progress. One top-10 finish last fall was followed by several in the spring, including fourth place at the Pinehurst Intercollegiate.
He placed second at the SoCon Championship, winning conference Co-Freshman of
the Year honors, a first for the program. This summer, he placed third in the NC Open
and sixth in the NC Amateur.
When he joined the team, his mentality had been, “Coach, I want to win or nothing.” Now he has learned the value of consistently putting himself in the top 10 and
letting success take its course.
His goal this year? “Winning the Conference. ... Hopefully I’ll be in the hunt on the
last day.”
He and his coach both mention NCAA Regionals and Nationals. The last Spartan
to reach Regionals was Nathan Stamey in 2008.
Stewart expects the team to be outstanding this year. Coalson and Carter Jenkins,
a freshman, are special players, he notes. Jenkins won the NC Amateur Match Play
Championship and the Carolinas Amateur Championship this summer. The others in
the Spartan top five had great summers, too. There is no senior on the team — which
bodes success for coming years as well.
Why does Coalson love this game? He grew up playing at Cross Creek and Mount
Airy country clubs in rural Stokes County. He played other sports through age 13, but
golf grew into his passion. “Golf’s so much different. You can’t dominate in golf.”
He cites NCAA basketball, where one team can win most of their games. You’re
playing against only one other team on any given day. But in golf, you find yourself
competing against everyone at once. “There’s no other game like it.”

Men’s basketball will host NC State, High Point, ECU and
James Madison plus a full Southern Conference schedule
with key home games against Davidson, Appalachian
State and Elon. Their trip to Chapel Hill will mark the program’s first-ever game against the Tar Heels.
The roster includes seven newcomers and two players who redshirted last year, Coach Wes Miller notes. It’s
a young squad with potential.
Senior Drew Parker, junior Nicholas Paulos, and sophomores Kayel Locke, pictured, and Jordan Potts are
among the returning players. Trevis Simpson, last year’s
leading scorer, decided to forego his final year to pursue
a pro basketball career.
Redshirt freshman center RJ White returns after suffering a season-ending injury after just seven games last
year. Redshirt junior forward Kyle Cain sat out last season
due to NCAA transfer rules. He lettered two years at
Arizona State.
Freshmen Tevon Saddler, Tyrone Outlaw, Jordy
Kuiper, Diante Baldwin, Clay Byrd and Allen Baez plus
transfer Modestas Masiulionis are the newest Spartans.

Tickets are available at 336-334-3250.

In all the land, second to one
P A U L C H E L I M O came into May’s
Outdoor National Championships having
been injured earlier in the year, not able to
train as he’d like.
P A U L K A T A M had finished 9th the
year before, one spot away from FirstTeam All America honors.
They left Oregon’s legendary
Hayward Field as national runners-up.
It was Katam’s first First-Team AllAmerica honor. For Chelimo, it was his
fifth - he’d also finished second in the 5K
the year before.
“I’d made a mistake the year before,”
by starting the 10K too quickly, Katam
says. “This year I relaxed.” He let others
lead. He has learned the last mile determines who wins the race.
Chelimo had persevered all year.
He’d never been injured, but in the fall
Cross Country season his IT band hurt
him. He points to the side of his left knee.
“A mile into the run, the pain would start.”
It affected his training for months. “In
March I was fit, so I concentrated on
Outdoor.”
One runner finished ahead of both of
them at May’s Outdoor championship:
Arizona’s Lawi Lalang.
Is he a senior this year? “Yeah, he’s
back,” Katam says.
Chelimo explains you can’t worry
about who else is competing. You just
have to work on your own training. “It just
depends on how strong you are — confidence and good training.”

Both runners have been honored for
their academic achievements. Chelimo,
who’ll graduate in public health this May,
sports a 3.68 GPA. Katam, a biology
major who entered the year with 1 1/2
years of eligibility remaining, has a 3.33
GPA.
Chelimo will run professionally and
plans to get his master’s in nursing afterward. He may start a clinic back in Kenya,
his home country.
Katam may run as a professional.
He’ll get his master’s degree in biology or
a related medical field.
They’ve had a lot of success as
Spartans. Chelimo holds six SoCon titles;
Katam holds three. In Cross Country,
Chelimo finished 10th nationally last year,
while Katam placed 76th. In Indoor season, Chelimo placed 4th nationally two
years ago in the 3K. On the world stage
last summer, Chelimo represented Kenya
in the World University Games in Russia
and won silver in the 5K.
They each have big plans for this
year. Chelimo says, “We’re working on
bringing a national title to UNCG.”
Katam adds, “He might bring a 5K,
me 10K. Not one title - maybe two.”
Chelimo, runner up at Outdoor
Nationals two years in a row, adds, “I’m
tired of getting second.”
Paul Chelimo took second in 5,000
meters at 2013 Outdoor National
Championships.

Eric Evans/UNCG Athletics

Find athletic team schedules at

uncgspartans.com

quickstats
After a 3-0 start, men’s soccer
was ranked

No. 15

by Soccer America.
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Freshman golfer Carter Jenkins

won

the 99th annual

Carolinas Amateur Championship.

Baseball’s Christian Wolfe led the

.421.

4.0 GPA

Seven Spartan athletes earned

SoCon and set a new team record

a perfect

by batting

in 2012-13.
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★★★
Moving from corps to campus isn’t easy.
But at UNCG, veterans are thriving.
BY MICHELLE HINES, STAFF WRITER
PHOTOGRAPHY BY CHRIS ENGLISH, PHOTOGRAPHY EDITOR

CHRISTY HINNANT SPENT EIGHT YEARS IN THE U.S. ARMY.
Although she worked as a human resource specialist, her time in Iraq — at one
point she was with an explosives disposal unit when their truck ran over a bomb —
left her with post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD).
Christy finished an associate’s degree while in the military. In January, she came
to UNCG to earn a bachelor’s degree in psychology. She plans to become a therapist
specializing in PTSD patients.
Christy says UNCG’s support for veterans, including a full-time veteran services
coordinator and an active Student Veterans Association (SVA), has made her return
to civilian life much less overwhelming. She is older, more mature, more worldly
than her classmates.
Military life is simpler, she says. “You only have one purpose, and that is to
focus on the mission at hand.”
Christy’s current mission is completing her psychology degree. When she and
her husband, a military recruiter, moved to Burlington, she looked into several area
universities. UNCG stood out because of its commitment to diversity.
“The diversity in the military is outstanding,” says Christy, who is SVA
treasurer. “The diversity at UNCG is excellent as well.”

Fall 2013
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IN FALL 2012, about 475 students

received Veterans Administration (VA) funds,
including
veterans and active military

241
personnel and 234 dependents. These
numbers represent about 2.3 percent of

the total student body, giving UNCG the

FIFTH-LARGEST veteran population

in the 17-campus UNC system.

M A N Y T H A N K S Christy Hinnant, above, receives applause from her classmates
when her professor tells them of Christy’s military service. Center, Thomas
DiStefano ’10, pictured during the time he was a student, credits caring people on
campus for bringing him back to UNCG after multiple deployments. Right, Tavia
Brightwell, on track to graduate in 2014, studies with friends in EUC.

UNCG HAS ESTABLISHED A NEW
VETERAN STUDENTS SUPPORT FUND

A CAMPUS TO LEAN ON

By contributing to the Veteran Students
Support Fund, donors will support the success
of veteran students at UNCG in a variety of
ways, such as increasing the university’s Yellow
Ribbon funds, supporting community-building
activities for veteran students, and working
toward the goal of a campus “Vet Center.”
Donors may also establish permanent
endowments in support of veteran students.
For more information, please contact the
Director of Development for Student Affairs and
Undergraduate Studies, Miriam Bradley, at
mebradle@uncg.edu or 336-944-2778.

Christy isn’t alone among veterans choosing UNCG. UNCG’s military
population has doubled since Fall 2007, despite the fact that the campus is not
near any military bases.
“Veterans are coming here and coming here for a reason,” says Dedrick
Curtis ’08, ’11 MA, a veteran and the university’s veteran services coordinator.
Curtis says the need to support veterans financially and psychologically is
an imperative as more and more of them flock to campuses like UNCG. “The
numbers are just going to keep going up as the military draws back its forces
and cuts manpower. Then, of course, there’s a bad economy and the incentive
of the GI Bill.”
Connection is key for helping veterans adapt to their new lives on a
college campus, he says. “Research shows that, just like any student, the more
connected they feel, the better, and that connection has to be felt at a deeper
level. Here, it’s not just one or two people pushing everything, it’s really
coming from the entire institution. And that speaks volumes for the UNCG
community.”
Josh Green ’04 ,’11 MEd, a former military policeman who has worked in
the Dean of Students Office, agrees. “One of the things we’d like to prevent is
isolation. Especially for a combat veteran that can be problematic. It just takes
one person to put a veteran’s life on a better path.”
For Thomas DiStefano ’10, whose studies at UNCG were interspersed by
overseas deployments, it was Dr. Cherry Callahan, vice chancellor for Student
Affairs, who sent him emails and care packages.
“I don’t know if she realizes how much it meant to me, but it was great to
know there were people on campus who cared,” he says. “It really made me
want to come back.”

A DIFFERENT WORLD

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON RESOURCES FOR
VETERANS AND THEIR FAMILIES AT UNCG,
CALL VETERAN SERVICES AT (336) 334-5946.

It’s rarely easy for veterans to transition from the military to the classroom.
“It’s a stark contrast coming out of the military and walking into a classroom
full of 18-year-olds,” says Curtis, who speaks from personal experience.
Tavia Brightwell was in her mid-20s when she transitioned from the
Marine Corps to college life at UNCG. Like Christy Hinnant, she was older
than other freshmen, more mature, more disciplined, more worldly. Fitting in

Victory Media, a veteran-owned business, has designated UNCG a Military Friendly School, placing it in the top
20 percent of universities, colleges and trade schools in the nation for veterans services and support. Military Times
Edge Magazine put UNCG on its 2013 Best for Vets list, the only North Carolina public university to make the cut.

wasn’t easy, especially at first.
“Most of the students came here with a friend base,” she says.
“They knew people. I felt alone. I didn’t live on campus. I just came to
class and went home.
“With the younger freshmen I had a hard time being parallel with
them. They’d want to talk about video games, and I’d want to tell them
about my deployment. They’d worry about where to hang out after
class, and I worried about how to fit in with this class.”
Then Tavia found out about support services for veterans at UNCG.
Curtis put her in touch with the SVA, where she met other veterans
struggling with the same issues.
Tavia, now on track to graduate in 2014 with a degree in
education, wants to teach high school English. A native of WinstonSalem, she enrolled at UNCG earlier, fresh out of high school, and left
after one semester.
“Before the military, a lot of times I would lose track. I would lose
focus and burn out. I could not pick myself up; I couldn’t self-motivate.
I was at a point in my life where I didn’t know what I wanted to do.
Now I can pick myself up and get back on track.”

ON TASK
On Nov. 11, 2011, Veterans Day, Chancellor Linda P. Brady established
the Military, Veterans and their Families Task Force, a panel focused on
improving the university’s support systems for veterans. A year later,
Brady’s task force released a report with 24 recommendations, many of
which have already been implemented or are in progress.
The task force grew out of the UNCG Veterans and Families Expo
held on campus in September 2010. Green and Curtis worked with
Sen. Kay Hagan’s office to organize the expo, designed to provide
information on jobs, educational and health benefits, and other issues
affecting veterans.
About 130 veterans, military personnel, university officials, and
local business and community leaders turned out.
“The success of the expo gave us the confidence and support
we needed,” says Mike Tarrant, director of strategic initiatives and

part of Brady’s executive staff. “It was sort of a catalyst for future
programming.”
As a direct result of the expo and the task force, there are now
outings for veterans, veterans networking programs, connections with
veteran-friendly employers through Career Services, veteran-specific
scholarship funds, veterans bridge loans, degree programs tailored to
veterans, and programs like Yellow Ribbon and National Roll Call. The
list goes on.
Roll Call, held each Veterans Day on the campus’ Kaplan
Commons, is a remembrance service for veterans who have died in Iraq
and Afghanistan since 2001. Names of lost soldiers are read aloud.
UNCG also has opted to join the VA’s Yellow Ribbon program,
where universities agree to allocate funds to cover educational
expenses beyond what is allotted through the Post 9/11 GI Bill. The VA
matches the university’s contribution.
Yellow Ribbon is crucial for out-of-state students paying higher
tuition rates. For 2013-14, UNCG can fund up to 29 students under
Yellow Ribbon, setting aside up to $6,825 per student, per year — the
largest contribution among North Carolina’s public universities.
In Fall 2012, the university launched its veterans bridge loan
program, a mechanism for Financial Aid to make loans to veterans
while they wait for military benefits. Bridge loans are not need-based
and are handled on a case-by-case basis.
Curtis says the loans help ease the difficult transition from military
to college life. “They literally bridge the gap between starting school
and getting their back pay from the VA.”
Tarrant says the administrative support for veterans on campus
is simply part of the larger picture, a supportive atmosphere for
all students. “UNCG is just known for its welcoming and inclusive
environment, whatever the population.”
And, he adds, no one is happier to see veterans on campus than
faculty. “Something we hear a lot is that faculty really appreciate
having veterans in their classrooms. They tell us that not only do they
perform at a higher rate, but they are also good role models for other
students and bring more of a global perspective to the classroom.”
Fall 2013
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UP TO THE CHALLENGE
And veterans are thriving in the classroom. UNCG’s veterans on campus
have a strong graduation rate of 72 percent.
Tom Matyok, director of graduate studies in the Department of Peace
and Conflict Studies, likes to see veterans in the classroom. Matyok, a
23-year veteran of the U.S Army who benefited from the GI Bill, was part
of Brady’s task force.
“Veterans extend the classroom through their range of experience,”
Matyok says. “Many veterans have international travel experience and
connections to diverse cultures. Veterans want to discuss the important
issues of the day. In the classroom, veterans expect to be challenged.”
Matyok emphasizes veterans’ high achievement and ability to focus on
their education as well as their devotion to service and their willingness to
work as part of a team. “The maturity level and experience of veterans can
place them apart from non-veteran students. That said, in many instances
veterans take a leadership role in the classroom, never hesitant about
engaging. Veterans thrive in a group-work setting. For the most part, a
veteran’s experience is steeped in team and teamwork.”
Ruth DeHoog, professor of political science, agrees. “Veterans come
with a strong, disciplined approach to their studies and their careers.
In our program, we especially appreciate and benefit from their clear
commitment to public service. Generally veterans are mature, focused and
collaborative students. We would like more of them.”

CHILDHOOD LOST, AND RECAPTURED
Students like David Eskridge, a 25-year-old junior studying business
administration. And a veteran.
Although he excelled academically in high school, David wasn’t ready
for college. So he became a Navy corpsman.
“I wanted to see the world and have a clean break from the lifestyle I
was in,” he says. “I wanted to gain discipline.”
David became a medical specialist and was assigned to a Marine
engineer battalion building bases and combat outposts in Iraq. The
Marines worked just outside towns known to harbor terrorists.
“I remember going to sleep and waking up to hear the prayers
booming out of the city,” he says. Guards with machine guns watched for
attacks.
After seeing the poverty and violence of places like Iraq, David says
his outlook had become a bit darker than that of his young classmates who
came to UNCG straight from high school.
But their rosier, less jaded worldview is something David appreciates.
“In some ways, when I was just getting out of the military, some part
of me just felt jealous, because I had lost my childishness. It’s nice to be
around people who are more carefree.”
David, just starting his first semester at UNCG, transferred in after
earning an associate’s degree at Forsyth Tech. He works as a medical
assistant in a nephrology office and uses the Post 9/11 GI Bill to fund his
education.
David isn’t certain yet exactly what career path he might take, but he
knows it will have something to do with health care administration, the
track he plans to take in UNCG’s Bryan School of Business and Economics.
“I have the same mentality as when I joined the military,” he says. “I
know this is what I want to do, and I’m willing to be led.” g
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D E D R I C K C U R T I S ’ 0 8 , ’ 1 1 M A , places flags on
Kaplan Commons during Veterans Day 2011. Each flag
represents a military man or woman who died in combat in
Operation Iraqi Freedom and Operation Enduring Freedom.

BY BETSI ROBINSON,
DIRECTOR OF COMMUNICATIONS
PHOTOGRAPHY BY CHRIS ENGLISH,
PHOTOGRAPHY EDITOR

SHELTER FROM THE STORM
The small but determined group gathered in front of the Bryan YMCA on
this scorching summer day took hold of the bright green metal structure
and hoisted it onto concrete footings nearby.
Traffic along Market Street downtown slowed as drivers strained for a
glimpse. State and federal workers on lunch break stopped to inquire.
“This is everything I’d hoped for,” artist Julia Burr pronounced, wiping
a stream of sweat from her face. “Almost exactly how I envisioned it.”
Bold. Unique. Distinctive.

Dr. Spoma Jovanovic of UNCG (left) works with artist Julia Burr
to install the city’s newest work of public art, a bus shelter on
Market Street downtown. The shelter contains 23,600 marbles,
which represent individuals when they gather together for the
greater good. “They are beautiful on their own,” the professor
says, “but together they make a bigger impact.”

Greensboro’s newest work of public art — a bus shelter to protect the
city’s public transit riders from harsh weather — is all that.
And so much more.
Why a bus shelter?
To understand that, you have to rewind to 2007. That’s when
the partnership between UNCG and Dudley High School began
to take root. When students from Dr. Spoma Jovanovic’s communication studies classes started visiting the predominantly black
high school on the other side of the railroad tracks.
The idea was to involve the high-schoolers in a conversation
about civic engagement and social change. It began, quite simply,
by reading the newspaper, learning what was going on in their
community and understanding that they could be a part of it.
“We know the more people understand about a community,
the more they are connected to it and involved in it,” Jovanovic
explained. “At Dudley, we were seeing students who were dropping out. We thought, if we can show students how they can
make an impact in their communities, then perhaps they will see
a reason to stay in school — they will see that they do matter.”
What the professor discovered early on was just how little
the students — high school and college alike — knew about who
makes the decisions in Greensboro and how they, as citizens, can
influence that process.
“I remember one university student saying, ‘I didn’t know I
could go to a city council meeting.’ That signaled to me that our
educational institutions had failed to provide a basic knowledge
of what it means to be a citizen.”

So together, the students learned how to become engaged.
They settled on an issue they cared about — the lack of bus benches and shelters throughout the city to protect transit riders from the
elements — and went to work trying to change it. They dubbed the
project “BUBBS: Bringing Us Bus Benches and Shelters.”
The issue seemed a good fit.
“Some of the students actually ride the buses themselves,
even to get to school,” said Kayte Farkas, an English teacher at the
high school. “Once they realized shelters were lacking all over the
entire community, they realized how many people were affected.
My brother rides the bus, my sister rides the bus, my grandma
rides the bus. Once they started to see that family connection it
really hit home with them.”
Many of her students wanted to make a change, Farkas said.
They just didn’t know how to go about doing it. They learned
when Jovanovic and her students arrived on the scene.
They helped the high school kids hone their writing, speaking
and critical thinking skills. Together, they learned how to raise
awareness about the problem and money to help solve it. They created a video, a rap, a Facebook page, a blog and posters highlighting the cause. They circulated a petition and organized a march.
They wrote letters to the local newspaper. They spoke out at a free
speech event at Center City Park. They made presentations to civic
groups, nonprofit organizations and government agencies.
Fall 2013
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SHELTER FROM THE STORM

On a sunny day, Dr. Spoma Jovanovic, center, peers
at the Dudley High School students who came together with umbrellas to demonstrate why bus shelters
are needed.

“They learned that they have a voice and they can make change happen,” Farkas said. “A lot of my students are so disheartened by the stigma
that comes with being a Dudley student, just because of where they go to
school or where they live. This showed them they can make a difference
and they can do it in their community.”
Make a difference they did: Dudley and UNCG students raised
enough money to finance their first bus bench at Pear and English streets,
not far from Dudley High. Two more benches followed.
Their big break came in 2011, when the students entered — and won
— SynergG’s “Big Idea” competition, netting $10,000 for their bus shelter project. They beat out nearly two dozen other proposals brought to
SynerG, an affiliate of Action Greensboro for young professionals.
“SynerG wanted to do a public art work that was visible and high
impact that young people could put their name on,” said Cecelia
Thompson, the group’s director of projects.
“We really felt strongly that this was the right fit for us in terms of cultivating the next generation of leaders for Greensboro. The more invested
college students are in the community the more likely they are to stay
here, and that is what SynerG is all about.”
The project also taught members of SynerG how they could support
their local school system in concrete ways, Thompson added. “There were
so many different layers to the project that were very meaningful to those
involved.”
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For Dante Johnson, that would be an understatement. A UNCG graduate student who received his master’s degree in communication studies
in 2011, his involvement in BUBBS literally changed the course of his life.
Going in, Johnson admitted he didn’t think the high school students
would be motivated or engaged. What he experienced was quite the
opposite.
“I learned that these students could absolutely achieve. They could be
enthusiastic about learning, about their schools, about their communities,”
said Johnson, who helped Dudley students create a promotional video to
use in their presentations.
“This could happen when they were active participants in it. They
definitely wanted ownership and needed ownership in their community.”
Before working at Dudley, Johnson had planned to pursue a PhD in
communication studies and become a college professor. Instead, he joined
Teach For America and now works as an elementary school teacher.
“Working with minorities, with economically disadvantaged kids, my
mindset changed,” he explained. “I decided I need to make sure that students like that get to college.”
Francisco Hernandez, a rising senior at Dudley, said the experience
also helped solidify his plans for the future. Born into a poor family in a
small town in Mexico, his parents brought him to the United States when
he was 8 years old to give him a chance for a better life.
“I learned that suffering is a problem that can be dealt with if people

actually dedicate their time to it,” he said. “It made me remember where
I came from.”
The bonus for Hernandez was getting to know UNCG students, which
gave him a taste for what college would be like and fueled his desire to
further his education beyond high school. “It motivated me to want to stay
in school,” he said. “It made me see the difference between being in college
and not being in college, in how your life is going to take shape.”
What shape his life will take remains to be seen. He’s talked to
Jovanovic about becoming a communications writer. He’s also considering the field of engineering.
Such life-changing news is music to the ears of Margaret Arbuckle,
the former executive director of Guilford Education Alliance, which
played a key role in the partnership. She helped facilitate the relationship between UNCG, Dudley and the News & Record’s Newspapers in
Education program.
Arbuckle’s ties to UNCG run deep. She earned a master’s and doctorate at the university and worked here, too.
“I think that our university’s brain power and energy and insightfulness and research need to be a strong part of making our community better,” she said. “It’s a major shift in the whole of higher education across
the country, of universities really becoming a hub of community redevelopment, and UNCG is taking that on too. ... It’s all part of us trying to
live together and make it a better place.”

Crystal Edwards Oldham ‘12 believes UNCG is doing that much
better than most.
“What is so great about UNCG is they recognize that academia
should not just be this ivory tower place and we are disconnected from
the community. UNCG recognizes that it can be a force, a positive force,
in Greensboro and in the state,” said Oldham, who earned a master’s
degree in communication studies in 2012.

“Oftentimes, the best way to learn is hands-on experience. When you can go into a classroom and learn and
have discussions, and then go out in the community
and apply that knowledge, it is really rich. It becomes
real. I think UNCG has it right on that. That’s how it
should be. I don’t know if a lot of universities and colleges do that, or do that as well as UNCG.”
While working with the Dudley students, Oldham became so disheartened by the lack of bus shelters in Greensboro that she made a habit
of riding around the city and giving out umbrellas to riders caught waiting in the rain. The Dudley students became equally as committed to the
job at hand.
“When we were able to identify their passions, they could contribute.
One student liked art; they could contribute their artistic ability to
Fall 2013
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work on the bench. Another liked to write; they wrote a journal entry
for an exhibit that we had on display at the International Civil Rights
Museum,” she said.
“Just working with them to identify what they were passionate about
and watching them really get excited about their contribution, it was
empowering.”
The learning turned out to be a two-way street. The UNCG students,
for example, didn’t realize that some of the Dudley students rode the bus
every day to get to school.
“One kid told us, ‘I don’t go to school when it rains because I get
sick,’” Jovanovic recalled. “A UNCG student was driving one day and
saw a Dudley student at a bus stop. She stopped and asked him what he
was doing. He said, ‘I’m going to take the SAT, and I don’t know if I can
make it on time.’ She drove him there.
“The everyday things that these students take for granted, they see
that the world is so different in some ways than what they have experienced.”
As director of the university’s Office of Leadership and ServiceLearning, Cathy Hamilton’s job is to encourage and facilitate this kind of
engagement.
“We want our students to be successful, especially now with this
push for job readiness and economic development,” she said. “But I
am saying let’s go beyond a successful student to a student who knows
what he is doing is significant. These experiences where they apply their
energy and their passion, and they see their results, are what they will
remember and take forward in anything they do.”
UNCG must view itself as part of the larger community — and
vice-versa — for engaged teaching and learning to be successful.
“The power of this project is it is exponentially built upon the people involved, the innovation involved,” said Hamilton, who stopped by
Market Street that hot summer day to see the finished product. “These
things don’t happen overnight. These things happen with the work of
the community and faculty, and the energy and passion of students, and
when it comes together it is so exciting. I wanted to feel it, snap it with a
camera and give support to something that is profoundly good.”
Few provide these experiences with the level of passion and expertise that Jovanovic brings to the job. She’s not one to take credit, but
anyone involved in UNCG’s unique partnership with Dudley will tell
you the heart that keeps it beating belongs to her. Students come and go.
Jovanovic is the constant.

“Dr. Jovanovic’s teaching and service are
inseparable,” Hamilton said. “She believes that
education plays a critical part in transforming
the world, that the purpose of education is to help
students recognize that their learning is directly
connected to solving complex social problems. I
believe that it takes special talent to empower
students in this way.

“She’s got it.”

Indeed, community engagement and social justice are the professor’s
passions.
“In my classes and at Dudley, it’s so much more than about getting
more bus shelters,” she explained. “But that is a very tangible project
around which everyone can see and understand how this particular
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In December 2011, Dudley High School students painted four
chairs and UNCG students painted a bench to be displayed
around town to draw attention to bus stop seating. At top,
graduate student Christopher Roberts returns one of the
chairs to Dudley High School. Bottom left, Dr. Spoma
Jovanovic talks with Dudley students about civic literacy and
community involvement. Bottom right, Roberts, Jovanovic and
another graduate student stop to talk with a Dudley High
School administrator.

issue highlights some of the inequities in our society. ...
“There’s been a decision about what we value and who gets what.
Here in the United States, the roads are supreme, and in North Carolina
we have great roads. I am happy about that. But how come the people
who ride the bus, who don’t have as much money as me, over and over
and over again they get less?”
The overwhelming majority of people who ride the bus in
Greensboro do so five days a week to get to work or attend school,
Jovanovic said.
“These are people who are productive members of our society. And
yet they have to stand in the rain and in the heat to ride the bus. … A
democracy demands that we pay attention to the needs of all people.
This is an example of doing that.”
For the students involved in the project, from UNCG and Dudley
alike, Jovanovic hopes this is only the beginning. She’s done her part;
they now know how to effect change for the collective good.
“This is an introductory process that I hope will be a lifelong one.
And I think that is critical for a university to do, in every class frankly.
I don’t see a single subject — math, science, history — that ought to be
separated from the issues of our time.”

Fast forward to 2013.
Back by the Bryan Y, with the bright green metal structure safely
bolted to the concrete footings, the small but determined group prepared
for the real work.
“This is high technology here,” Burr, the artist, pronounced as volunteers unloaded huge buckets of marbles from the back of her truck –
23,600 marbles, to be exact, in varying shades of translucent green.
“Julia saw the marbles as representing the individuals when they
gather together for the greater good,” Jovanovic said. “They are beautiful
on their own, but together they make a bigger impact. That has been the
core of my teaching.”
Each volunteer filled a small plastic bottle with marbles and began
pouring them between the two pieces of metal mesh that make up the
sides of the shelter. More than an hour later, with the last of the marbles
in place, Greensboro’s newest work of public art glistened in the afternoon sun.
Jovanovic smiled.
“My dream is that the students will stay in school, they will finish,
they will come back and see this and say, ‘We did this. We made this
happen,’” she mused.
“And then they will go and do other things like it.” g

WHO HAS

TRUE
GRIT?
WHAT DOES IT LOOK LIKE?
WITH THE HELP OF
ELECTRODES, SOME
FOLKS IN EBERHARDT ARE
FINDING OUT.

I S I N T E L L I G E N C E S O M E T H I N G Y O U ’V E G O T ? O R
SOMETHING YOU ACQUIRE?
What about a special ability — like speaking a new language?
Would you say, “Why persevere? I just don’t have the brain for
Spanish”? Or would you say, “Hey, I need to put forth more effort”?
Success often comes down to perseverance and mindset.
It’s a matter of grit.

CHRISTINA CHAI CHANG
BY MIKE HARRIS ’93 MA,
UNCG MAGAZINE
ASSISTANT EDITOR

PHOTOGRAPHY BY
CHRIS ENGLISH,
PHOTOGRAPHY EDITOR
AND DAVID WILSON,
ASSISTANT
PHOTOGRAPHY EDITOR

AFTER ALL SHE’D BEEN THROUGH, her
doctors didn’t know if she’d ever play again.
But she did.
At the last game of the 2012 soccer season, Christina Chai Chang, one of the hardest
working players on the team, hadn’t played a
minute all year. Actually, it had been a little
over two years.
Coach Steve Nugent surprised her in the
match’s final moments. “Put your jersey on.
You’re going in.”
“It was so emotional. I cried,” she says.
Teammates cheered her on. Her mom was on

hand to experience it. A midfielder, she even
got a shot on goal.
“I thought that was the last time I was
ever going to be able to watch her play,” her
coach explains, after all her health setbacks. “I
wanted to be sure with her mom here, with
people around that her team would get to
cheer for her. It was a very emotional moment
for all of us, one we never thought we’d see
again. When you love the game like she does,
and someone tells you you can’t do something, that’s a tough pill to swallow. She
proved everybody wrong.”

He’d known her when he coached her on
a club team years ago, when she was a
high-schooler. He went to coach at Georgia;
she went to St. John’s. There, she injured her
hip, tearing her left labrum. She needed surgery. A complication meant another surgery.
Later, she transferred to UNCG. Nugent knew
her character and leadership and knew she’d
be a great Spartan. And work hard.
“I played soccer my entire life,” she says.
“Going through my youth, I was never that
star player. I always had to work my butt off to
get to the top.

Psychology professor Paul Silvia thinks about grit a lot. He
leads a UNCG research team of faculty members Kari Eddington
and Thomas Kwapil and graduate students Roger Beaty and Emily
Nusbaum in exploring the topic. About eight undergraduates are
involved each semester. The team’s first paper — examining the
physiology of grit — has been published.
“You wonder what’s behind this biologically — what does this
look like biologically?” Silvia explains.
They found out, in a lab in the basement of Eberhardt. “We got
a big sample of students here. They had a lot of electrodes on their
chest and back.”
Students worked on a task. “Do your best,” researchers told
them. And the team examined the sympathetic and parasympathetic
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WHO HAS TRUE GRIT?

P A U L S I L V I A shows
how 60-70 student
participants will wear
electrodes hooked to
a phone-like device.

nervous system. Optimally, both would be
high — leading the heart to beat slowly yet
harder, as they took on a task. “People high in
grit, that’s what it looks like.”
They’re not anxious, not sweating — but
working with control and efficiency. “You’re
‘in the zone.’” It’s a calm energy, as you work
conscientiously.
That’s a key characteristic: Gritty people
tend to be conscientious, Silvia says. They
smoke less, eat better, follow doctor’s instructions. They are goal-oriented.
Grit predicts real-world success. Do you
graduate from college or do you drop out?
Many quit in the face of frustration – not for
economic reasons, but from discouragement.
Grit counts for a lot.
“[Those students] can buckle down and get
through it. They get better grades, and most
graduate.” They’ve cultivated learning strategies and stress management and time management skills. They don’t fall apart — they bear
down and deal with frustrations when they
arise.
He sees grit with his own students every
year, citing two examples among the undergraduates helping him conduct the research.
Rachel Sopko is a UNCG in 3 student. She’ll
finish her UNCG degree program in three
years. Christina Chai Chang (accompanying
story) is on the women’s soccer team. “Both of

TRUE BLUE GRIT

them — I wonder how they can juggle all they
juggle.” Nothing seems to stop them.
Christina marvels at how clearly the physiology is revealed on the labs’ monitors. “The
little blips in the heart rate go up and down. ...
It’s different on each person.”
The next step for the team? This fall, the
research goes into some students’ daily lives.
As the 60-70 subjects walk, study, attend
class, etc., they’ll wear electrodes hooked to a
smartphone-like device. The researchers will
ask periodically what activity they are doing
— and will see the nervous system data. It’s a
real-world look at grit.
“It’s pretty neat,” Silvia says. “Not more
than 10 research labs in the world are doing
this type of research.”
What will come of this — can you help
people develop grit? Silvia believes you can. For
example, in elementary schools you can help
change mindsets. Instead of thinking “I’m bad
at this,” or “I just don’t have a knack like my
friends do,” you can learn to keep trying harder.
College can be a crucible, too, he says.
People can become more dedicated.
There’s a lot of interest in the topic among
psychologists — how to cultivate persistence in
the face of adversity.
“It’s incredible the adversity a lot of students are coming from. I’m impressed how
tenacious they are.” g

“Nothing comes easily. You have to work
for it.”
While she was at UNCG, she dislocated
her hip and underwent yet another surgery –
and developed a blood clot in one leg. She
had a regimen of medicine. Two weeks after
surgery, she had a pulmonary embolism. She
wasn’t fighting off defenders – she was
fighting for her life. Her coach recalls getting
the call and rushing to Moses Cone to be
with her and her mom.
That was fall 2011. “I came very close to
not being here today,” she says.
The doctors did not think she’d play
again. “I said, ‘No, I know I can do it. I’m
going to play again.’”
Once she got back on her feet, she
continued to train, to eat right, to rest when
needed. She did well in her classes and
conducted cutting-edge research with a
UNCG research team on measuring grit —
something she knows about firsthand.
When she couldn’t train with her lower
body, she’d train with her upper. Pushups,
planks, sit-ups. She worked with the strength
coach and with the trainer.
And then she was in that final game as a
last hurrah, right?
Well, the story continues.
She continued to build her body, her
stamina. She resolved, ‘I’m not leaving my
senior year without stepping at least a minute
out on the field.” This year, she’s a captain. At
the first exhibition game, looking out at the

field, she tried to conceal her emotions. “I
had a complete meltdown. All that emotion
that comes in, it hit me ... to know you’ve
overcome so many obstacles.”
She has played in every game so far this
season.
She’ll graduate in December with a major
in psychology and a minor in Spanish. She
plans to intern in human resources, and then
as a graduate student she plans to focus on
industrial organizational psychology.
“I really like working in group settings
with people. I like being able to analyze
situations.” She has learned a lot on the
soccer field, and can take that into the
workplace and help increase the profitability
in a company, she explains.
She’s been an inspiration for the team,
Nugent says. “The team’s mantra has been,
‘Hey, what’s your excuse? Chang’s had three
hip surgeries and a blood clot that almost
killed her — what’s your excuse?’ It’s
galvanized the team. It’s brought the team
together.”
As she explains, “If you don’t push
yourself, how do you know where you’re
going to end up? You know?”
During her ordeal, her parents asked her,
“Is it all worth it?”
Lying in bed and healing, she longed for
the feel of turf under her cleats. And to smell
the grass. To run on the field with her
teammates.
“You know, it is.”

RICHARD VESTAL

STEPHANIE PEREZ

DAVON YATES

In 2007, Richard Vestal saw his father die of glioblastoma brain cancer. Now a graduate student at the Joint School of Nanoscience and Nanoengineering, his research
could lead to advances for the treatment of glioblastoma and other cancers.

When her mother fell ill, Stephanie Perez became the head of the family — all while
continuing to get top grades at her high school. As she entered her freshman year, she
explained, “The main reason I chose UNCG was their motto. It focuses on service.”

“As long as you have inner drive and hunger to keep striving, it will lead you to success.”
With his kinesiology degree in hand, Davon Yates ’13 - who was bullied as a kid - is
volunteering in community youth sports in Washington, DC, before pursuing his master’s.

Lots of Spartans personify grit. They persevere. They continue
steadily toward their goals. Here are a few not in the study —
but we think they’d be perfect case studies.

To read these full stories as well as others from our Do something bigger
altogether series, go to UNCGNow.uncg.edu and click on DSBA features.
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THE
POSSIBLE
DREAM
BY BETH ENGLISH, UNCG MAGAZINE EDITOR
PHOTOGRAPHY BY CHRIS ENGLISH, PHOTOGRAPHY EDITOR

Years ago, Mark and Becky Levin ’79 envisioned creating a
youth entrepreneurship program. Today, The Possible Project
is giving high school students business skills and so much more.
THE FAIRYTALE SCENE IS STARTING TO TAKE SHAPE.
On a 4’x5’ canvas, red, blue, pink, orange and green mountains touch the sky. On
one side, the sun slips low. On the other, a moon rises and stars prick the night sky.
Yannick Monteiro spreads a swath of yellow over a blank space. Gentry Demchak
follows behind, highlighting the tips of this central mountain. Catalina Nguyen sits at
a computer nearby, trying various fonts for the title – Once Upon a Possibility.
In the adjoining room, Becky Levin ’79 sits with two high school girls and talks
them through adding metallic leaves to a laser-cut tree.
A few moments later, she walks into the craft room of her home and checks on
the progress of the painting, approving of the texturing Yannick has added to the
base of the yellow mountain. They have big plans for this piece. When finished, it will
have Cinderella’s pumpkin carriage and Jack’s beanstalk. And a village made from
the business cards of students in The Possible Project. They plan to sell prints and
maybe create coffee mugs with the design.
“I’ve been thinking about this fairy tale – it’s been on my mind for a while,”
Becky says.
Not unlike The Possible Project itself.

T

he Possible Project, an after-school entrepreneurship program for high school
students in Cambridge, Mass., might be only a few years old, but the idea goes
back at least 30 years.
Becky and her husband Mark were living in the Haight-Ashbury area of San
Francisco. And every day they would pass young people hanging out on the street.
“The feeling was there weren’t opportunities for them there,” Becky says. “We
would visit a bakery with a young man working there who had all these ideas. We
thought, ‘Wouldn’t it be neat if we could do a student-run business?’”
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T H E B U S I N E S S O F L E A R N I N G Becky Levin ’79 laughs as a student in The Possible Project tries all kinds of methods to sell paper clips to a
staff member during a role playing scene. S C A L I N G M O U N T A I N S TPP alumnus Gentry Demchak checks the sketch against the progress of
the collage envisioned by students in the in-house business, Cambridge Made Possible.

THE
POSSIBLE
DREAM

T H E A R T O F C O L L A B O R A T I O N Becky Levin ’79 compliments the areas Gentry Demchak and Yannick Monteiro have painted while she was working with
young women on another aspect of the collage in the next room. I N B U S I N E S S Joandy Jeanbaptiste, center photo, launched FixKicks when he got to TPP. Like
the name implies, he fixes sneakers for profit. Christina Joseph, right photo, raises her hand during group discussion. She’s fulfilling a dream of being a baker.

Y O U N G E N T R E P R E N E U R S W E L C O M E The Possible Project space is
bright, open and inviting. If teenagers were to work for Google, this is how
the space would look, says Leah Camhi, executive director of the project.

Time passed. They moved to Boston. Becky
and Mark worked hard at their careers. Becky as
the founder of Levin & Co., an executive search
firm, and Mark as a “serial entrepreneur,”
building and operating biotech companies.
One day, they realized their careers were in
a good place and they could make their dream
happen financially.
“We went for it.”
But they didn’t just open up shop. They
asked business colleagues to help them think
it through. For two to three years, they met
monthly, examining research and figuring
out what kind of model would have the
most impact.
They wanted to reach students who might
not have a lot of opportunities. Most would call
them “at-risk kids.” “We prefer ‘kids of untapped
potential,’” Becky says.
“This is not for the straight-A student. And
it’s not for the student with a criminal history or
drug problems. This is an incredible opportunity
for someone who hasn’t found their niche yet.”
Some are on meal vouchers. Some are
struggling academically in school. Some live
with grandparents. Some simply want to learn
about business. All are invested in The Possible
Project.
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n a glass-enclosed room at The Possible
Project, a group of about 25 high school
juniors are laughing. For today’s lesson
they’ve broken up into teams to see who can
do the best job of pitching a tough sell. The
faculty pose as hard-to-convince customers in
this role play.
Becky takes her turn as a busy
businesswoman. A young man does his best to
sell her paper clips. He extols the virtues of the
different sizes and colors. They can help you
organize your life, he says. In fact, she can color
code her work with them.
She pretends to be frazzled. “Now you want
to give me more work to do by color coding?”
Everyone laughs.
The students break up to work on their
individual businesses.
Christina Joseph is one of the young
entrepreneurs. Her business? Baking. She makes
cakes and cupcakes from scratch. As a Level 2
student, she’s in her second trimester with the
program.
“I’ve already learned a lot I didn’t know.
Have a clear goal. Start off with one simple
thing.”
While she’s passionate about her business,
she has her sights set on getting to college and

majoring in business and accounting and then
becoming a real estate agent.
At a nearby table Joandy Jeanbaptiste leans
over a pair of Air Jordans. When he came to the
program, he brought a novel business idea with
him – FixKicks. “I fix shoes,” he says. “I’ve been
interested in sneakers always. This is something
you don’t find anymore.”
Leah Camhi, executive director of The
Possible Project, likens Joandy’s business to that
of the cobblers of old.
While he had the idea, Joandy didn’t know
anything about business. He’s learned about
advertising, inventory and pricing. Business is
booming.

T

he Possible Project is housed on the upper
floor of a building not far from Harvard.
Students step off the elevator, turn left and
see the colorful splash of The Possible Project
logo on glass doors at the end of the hall. A
plaque on the wall announces their values:
entrepreneurship, teamwork, respect, resilience,
integrity and fun.
If teenagers were to work at Google, this is
how the space would look, Leah says. “It’s not
intimidating at all.”
Wide window seats offer space for

collaboration. High tables provide spots for
working on web sites or pricing supplies.
Around the corner, a kitchen holds organic fruits
and snacks to power busy brains.
Right now the program works with 100
students, beginning in their sophomore year.
Students must be nominated by an adult within
their school. They receive a modest stipend for
being part of The Possible Project.
They are typically not engaged in the life
of their school. “We become their thing,” Leah
says. “But we are working closer and closer
with the schools. We don’t want to sacrifice the
educational piece.”
The curriculum is set up so that they start
with a bit of a lesson but then quickly move into
activity. “It’s funky, not stuffy at all. We give
them the practical tools of the trade. You’ve got
to make it real. They learn by doing.”
Students bring in their own business ideas
and pitch those ideas to a panel of local business
people. If the plan is solid, they receive money to
get to work.
Now entering its third year, The Possible
Project is starting to see larger numbers graduate
and go off to college.
One alumnus, Shawn Peterkin, founded
Green Room Experience, an event planning
business. He received a full ride to Bentley
College. He said it taught him to be the CEO of
his own life. “As a sophomore in high school I
was lost, not knowing what to do with myself
because I had no idea how the world worked or
how to work in it,” he wrote in a letter to TPP
supporters. “Now I am very knowledgeable
about the world and have many opportunities
that will allow me to achieve a great deal in life.”
While most students come in and establish
some kind of business, complete with web site
and business cards, they also are required to
assist on one of the two in-house businesses – We

Sell Possible and Cambridge Made Possible.
We Sell Possible is an online resale venture
where students research, list and sell items
donated to TPP though online marketplaces such
as eBay.
Becky is more involved with Cambridge
Made Possible, an art-based venture. Students
either take digital images or learn to manipulate
images through laser cutting and Photoshop to
create products to sell. Last year, they produced
seven different holiday cards and sold 2,500
cards to 21 customers, including Neiman
Marcus Boston.
“That was a real success story,” Becky says.
Turning a profit on holiday cards highlights
one of the unique aspects of the program. TPP is
a nonprofit but it contains for-profit businesses
within it. It’s a hybrid of sorts. “I like that we’re
weaving those two points of view together,” she
says. “It’s two different ways of looking at the
world, but we respect both points of view.”

B

ecky jokes that her role is to “do strategy
and then do the dishes.” In addition
to working directly with the young
entrepreneurs, she’s involved in fundraising
and planning a gala, where they hope to raise
$300,000 to $400,000.
The Once Upon a Possibility collage is
another vehicle that might lead to raising funds.
While the collage is under way at Becky’s
home, Realtor Nikki Dinari looks at the progress
and talks about why she chose to help sponsor
the collage.
“It’s an honor for me to do this,” she says.
“I have nephews in that age group and if they
didn’t have opportunities, it would kill me. It’s
such a vulnerable age. This is the best money I
spent this year.”
Both Yannick and Gentry, who are painting
the yellow mountain, are alumni of TPP.

Yannick is an art major at Brigham Young
University-Idaho, and Gentry is a freshman
at Parsons The New School for Design. As a
student, he created two businesses during his
time at TPP.
Yannick came back because he believes in the
program and wants to share what he has learned
along the way. “They all have ingenious ideas,
and it’s fun to see that play out.”
When everyone breaks for dinner, Becky asks
the students how The Possible Project has made
an impact on them.
Gentry admits that he was terrible at making
presentations.
“In order to progress, I had to do business
pitches,” he says. “That was always a fear of
mine. This beat it (the fear) out of me, at least for
the most part.”
Dakota Sanford, who is in her third trimester
with TPP (called Level 3), is creating a business
selling custom color nail polish. She calls it
Live Life Through Paint. But when she first
interviewed for the program, she wasn’t sure it
was for her.
“I thought it was too good to be true.”
Catalina agreed. “It’s an environment and
community you don’t find anywhere else. People
are genuine.”

T

his isn’t the first time Becky has reached
out to young people. She has created
scholarships for UNCG students. Some of
those recipients write to her every semester. “I
wanted to give some kids the experience I had at
UNCG.”
She came to UNCG her sophomore year,
the same year she and Mark married. While she
started as a psychology major, she ended up
shifting that to a minor and majoring in business.
At the time, the Bryan School was only about 10
years old.
Fall 2013
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THE
POSSIBLE
DREAM
“It ended up being the perfect combination.
It did help me succeed in business.”
She is quick to tell everyone that her years
at UNCG were some of the best in her life. “The
culture of UNCG is warm and caring,” she says.
And when she returned in 2008 to receive the
Bryan School Distinguished Alumni Award, she
felt that hadn’t changed a bit.
Many say the same about Becky.
“Becky is the most accessible human being,”
says artist Brian Gordon, who is assisting with
the collage. “She is genuinely thrilled by ideas
from other people.”

L

ike any good business person, Becky has
ideas about next steps for TPP. First on
the agenda is creating a “maker space” – a
location for those who create art or who need
sophisticated equipment to manufacture their
products. A space already has been donated by
the Cambridge Housing Authority.
Becky also envisions TPP moving into other
areas, such as other American cities or even to
countries like Haiti or Rwanda. But first they will
perfect the model in Cambridge.
So far, there is much to be proud of.
“I’m proud Mark kept the idea alive for so

I continue to be impressed with the people of our university. As I work to serve our
association, I have met graduates from 1943 up to 2013. The common bond of our university
is all it takes to spark lifelong friendships.

many years and didn’t forget about it,” Becky
says. ”We all have great ideas but don’t always
act on them.”
She’s especially proud of the teens who have
come through the door. When they arrive, some
can’t even establish eye contact. But now she
sees seniors going off to college, with successful
businesses launched.
“They leave thinking, ‘Dreams are attainable.’
Before, it was, ‘I couldn’t do that.’ Now it’s, ‘Of
course I can do this.’
“The impact we are able to have with them is
very, very inspiring.” g

Homecoming will be Oct. 21-27, and there are exciting events scheduled throughout the
week. Please make plans to join us for a special awards dinner on Oct. 24 when we will honor
30 Women of Distinction who represent the three decades of Woman’s College. This event
also will honor a member or former member of our university faculty, staff or administration
who has performed above and beyond the call of duty. The winner will receive the title of
Mr. or Ms. Homecoming and be the recipient of a one-of-a-kind Homecoming experience.
Additional Homecoming highlights include music, bonfire and s’mores at the Rawk Friday night. Saturday starts
with a 5K through campus, and then continues with food trucks and music in Kaplan Commons and Moran
Plaza. Sleeping Booty will headline Saturday evening in Kaplan Commons. We will have a sit down dinner on the
grounds catered by Backyard Bistro. It has one of the largest portable kitchens in the world and will bring it here to
make all of your hometown favorites. Following dinner, join us in the soccer stadium as we cheer for the Spartans
against SoCon foe Georgia Southern. Halftime will feature the crowning of our Homecoming king and queen. After
the game we will have a fireworks display, then the All Black Attire Party will take over Cone Ballroom. Shuttles
will run from downtown to campus all afternoon and evening.

The Possible Project

We are really pulling out all the stops to make this a special event for each of you. A special kids’ play area will be
set up so feel free to bring the entire family and plan on staying.

Student Businesses Operating in Summer 2013
LEVEL TWO

A Squared (revamped and vintage clothing)
ABC- A Blanket Company (custom baby
blankets)
Babies & Friends (child care service)
Bead-u-tiful (handcrafted bead jewelry)
City 2 City (homework coaching for middle
school students)
Daitoro Pet Supplies (discount products for
your pets)
Finesse Accessories (custom bowties and
accessories)
FixKicks (sneaker repair and refurbishing)
Gatsby Party Planning (children’s party
planners)
Good Vibes Apparel (repurposed apparel)
I Be Wood (wooden jewelry)
Inquire (handmade foot and ankle jewelry)
Island Boys Events (safe and fun events
for teens)
JeckTech Reviews (teen reviews of personal
electronics)

I am looking forward to seeing you at our Homecoming extravaganza this year.

Pencil on Paper (custom portraits of your
favorite photos)
Sweet Uprising (unique cakes)
Ujol Henna Designs (artful henna hand painting)

LEVEL FIVE

LEVEL THREE

TPP ALUMNI

AlSo Scarves (hand-knit fashion scarves)
Bids for Haiti (online video game resale)
Empanadas By Brett (home-cooked 		
empanadas)
GuichetTech (computer repair)
Live Life Through Paint (personalized nail polish)
Spread the Love (Algerian cookies)
Stay Classy Accessories (inspired barrettes
and hair bows)

LEVEL FOUR

Encore (gently-used ties)
The Go 2 Guys (refurbishing and repair of
iPods, iPhones, and game consoles)
InSite Apparel (apparel focused on 		
neighborhood pride)

JEFF COLLINS ’84

By Us Girls (mobile manicure service)
KJ Translate (Haitian Creole written translation
service)

Green Room Experience (production company
for teen-focused events)
Something Belle (custom accessories)
UFLO Design; Flomatic Apparel (branding
and graphic design plus an apparel
division)

IN-HOUSE BUSINESSES

Cambridge Made Possible (products 		
manufactured using digital imagery)
We Sell Possible (online resale of donated
items)

To learn more about The Possible Project,
visit possibleproject.org.

UNCG Alumni Association President

A new way to connect
The Alumni Association web site has an updated look and so much more.
Visit alumni.uncg.edu and get information on events and ways to give,
stay up-to-date on alumni news and see how you can stay connected.
Whether it’s attending regional alumni club events, helping new Spartans to
feel welcome or signing up to be a social media ambassador, alumni have
many opportunities to reach out to one another and give back to UNCG.
The new site also makes it easy to update your contact information,
sign up as a volunteer for Homecoming and other events, order your
Spartan license plate and more.
Check out alumni.uncg.edu and keep in touch.

alumni calendar
Greensboro alumni club,
Old Town Draught House, 6-8 p.m.

OCT. 15

Bryan School Alumni
Association board meeting, 5:306:30 p.m.

OCT. 22

OCT. 21-27

Homecoming

House, 5:30-7:30 p.m.
Alumni Association
Board of Directors Meeting

NOV. 16

Alumni and Admitted
Students Mix & Mingle,
Greensboro

JAN. 30

N O V . 3 Block of seats, Panthers vs.
Falcons football game, 1 p.m.

F E B . 8 Alumni Association Board
of Directors Meeting

N O V . 7 Reality Check Networking
Event, Virginia Dare Room, Alumni

FEB. 20

Alumni and Admitted
Students Mix & Mingle, Raleigh

FEB. 25

Alumni and Admitted
Students Mix & Mingle, Charlotte

APRIL 11

M A R C H 7 SoCon Basketball
Championships, Asheville

APRIL 24

M A R C H 1 3 Alumni and
Admitted Students Mix & Mingle,
Washington, DC

Dates and times are subject to change.
For more information about alumni
events, email the Alumni Relations
Office at alumni@uncg.edu or call
(336) 334-5696.

M A R C H 2 3 Alumni and Admitted
Students Mix & Mingle, New
York City

Alumni Reunion

Weekend

Alumni and Admitted
Students Mix & Mingle, Atlanta
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HOMECOMING: AN AUTUMN TRADITION
graduates were the first women in their families to go to college. They
made their mark here on campus and they opened so many doors for
women in later generations.”

HOMECOMING HEATS UP
Current UNCG students will be coming into Homecoming weekend
fresh off of a dynamic week of spirited celebration, beginning with
Homecoming Court voting on Monday, Oct. 21, and featuring a comedy
show, club activities and live music, dance and spoken word competitions.
That student activity will reach fever pitch at a Friday night bonfire and
pep rally around “the Rawk.” In addition, students can look forward to a
Saturday night concert by hip-hop legend MC Lyte at Aycock Auditorium.

SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE

There’s something special about a UNCG autumn. Even as the weather
turns cooler, UNCG is bustling with energy and warmth. There’s perhaps
no better way to celebrate fall in Greensboro than a visit to UNCG
Homecoming 2013.

HONORING THE WC LEGACY
Weekend festivities begin on Thursday, Oct. 24, with a ceremony to
honor alumnae from a special time in the history of our institution: the
Woman’s College era. The event, dubbed “Women of Distinction,” will
feature profiles of 30 remarkable women who attended Woman’s College
during its 30-year existence (1932-1963).
“This program is especially meaningful because it gives us the
opportunity to honor decades of women who were trailblazers,” said
Mary Landers, Alumni Association executive director. “Many of these

Homecoming’s biggest day will be Saturday, Oct. 26, when alumni,
students and members of the community gather for a bash on Kaplan
Commons in front of Elliott University Center. Highlights will include
food, a 5K road race and a children’s festival.
Last year’s parade contained a record number of floats and walking
groups and this year’s parade promises to be even larger. In addition, the
Rawk, scrubbed of all evidence of Friday night’s bonfire, will be painted
white and all will be invited to sign it with blue and gold markers.
And, of course, there will be music, with local cover band Sleeping
Booty playing all of the hits.
The food looks to be memorable as well, with Raleigh’s Backyard
Bistro coming to campus with a wide array of barbeque offerings.
The day’s festivities also will include a soccer game, post-game
fireworks and the Neo-Black Society’s 45th anniversary celebration.
For more information on any of these festivities, visit homecoming.uncg.
edu or contact Donegan Root at d_root@uncg.edu.

Getting to work
M A R Y L A N D E R S might have spent most of

her professional life in Oklahoma and Missouri
but UNCG already feels like home.
Landers, the new executive director of the
Alumni Association, started work Aug. 1.
“Everyone has been welcoming, friendly
and enthusiastic,” she said. “It’s a large campus, but it has a familiar feeling to it.”
There might be new buildings and secret
gardens to discover, but just being on a campus humming with students
and learning brings a sense of continuity.
“How can you not love this? This is why we’re here.”
Landers, who moved to Greensboro with her husband David, has
four grown children and two grandchildren. Those family members live
all over – the United Kingdom, New Jersey, Oklahoma and Colorado.
She and David are looking forward to taking in North Carolina’s “tremendous mountain views” and enjoy hiking and canoeing.
In the meantime, Landers has been busy, meeting with a variety of
campus partners such as Career Services, Admissions and Athletics.
“Some great partnerships are already in place,” she said. “People
are eager and ready to go.”
She has met with Student Alumni Ambassadors and has challenged
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them to think of ways to engage all students, whether through dress for
success events or etiquette dinners.
“We want to build tradition and pride to last a lifetime,” Landers said.
For the next year, she will focus on connecting with young alumni, offering career networking and education, and expanding alumni engagement
nationally and internationally.
Six regional alumni clubs are already in place and growing. The clubs
are helping alumni connect with one another and reconnect with UNCG.
But the biggest alumni club is a virtual one, Landers said. The
Alumni Relations office already is using online tools to engage alumni
and in the future may look into streaming events such as Homecoming
or offering career services webinars.
“It’s a busy world,” she said.
Homecoming is another way for all generations of alumni – and current students – to connect. No matter what year you graduated, all alumni and students have something in common: UNCG educates bright
individuals who take service to heart, she said.
Homecoming is a time to celebrate that.
Other programming throughout the year will offer additional ways to
extend lifelong relationships.
“It’s about driving people into the life of the university,” she said. “I
love this profession.”

1930s

profile
Paging Dr. Gigglefritz
passed a clown getting off a
hospital elevator and had an epiphany.
“I saw the volunteer badge,” she says, “and I knew that’s what
I needed to do.”
Soon, Kay became Dr. Gigglefritz, a Caring Clown bringing
smiles to patients at St. Luke’s University Hospital (affiliated
with Temple University Medical School) near her home in
Pennsylvania’s Lehigh Valley.
The Caring Clowns choose their own names, and Kay
took “Gigglefritz” from the old Pennsylvania Dutch expression
“Snicklefritz,” meaning “silly.” Being a hospital clown isn’t always
easy, but she finds it incredibly rewarding.
“Most people are just beaming” by the time she leaves them,
she says. “They light up and give you a nice smile. It’s definitely
a feel-good type of thing. After my visits, I’m all pumped up and
flying high. I’m just glad I’m not in the hospital. Too often, we take
our health for granted.”
She recalls the elderly woman whose hand she held for 45
minutes. And the 89-year-old district magistrate who proudly told her he had married more than 2,000 couples.
And the woman who was distraught over how to pay for assisted living.
Children, too, love clowns.
“You go from room to room, and you have to assess, within seconds, the atmosphere in the room,” she says.
“In some rooms you just listen. Everybody just wants to go home; we just make their stay less painful.”
Becoming a Caring Clown volunteer requires training in hospital procedures and “etiquette.” Not everyone
can handle it, and some clowns opt out before they finish training.
Kay already had experience as a teacher and as director of sales and marketing of a large assisted-living
center, so working with people of all ages came naturally. Currently, she provides in-home services for elderly
patients, many of whom suffer from Alzheimer’s.
Dr. Gigglefritz is qualified to perform only one surgery: a therapeutic nose transplant. She often has patients
put on a red rubber nose and pose for pictures with her. Many patients post the pictures on Facebook.
“I never get to see them, but that’s OK,” she says. “I know what I look like.”
Dr. Gigglefritz also has used her nose transplant therapy with doctors and nurses, who need their spirits
lifted almost as often as their patients.
“The doctors get so serious, and you can just imagine what they see all day,” she says.
She recalls putting a big red nose on one young doctor who looked sad to her. “I saw him later and he said,
‘Oh, you made my day. You have no idea.’”
In Dr. Gigglefritz’s professional opinion, everyone needs a nose transplant now and then.
“Everybody knows laughter is the best medicine, and it really does work,” she says. “We all need to laugh.”
KAY JACOBS SCHWEYER ‘65

[

Share your news

Have a personal or professional accomplishment
you would like to share? Visit us online and click on “Submit a class note.”

}

alumnimagazine.uncg.edu

You also can mail your information to Class Notes, UNCG Magazine,
UNCG Alumni Relations, PO Box 26170, Greensboro, NC 27402-6170.

MAY BLAND WINSTEAD ’34 celebrated
her 100th birthday on Feb. 4 at
Edgewood Place in Burlington, where
she lives. May taught in the Person
County Schools for more than 35 years.

Alumni deaths
FLEETA MARTIN WOODAMAN ’31
MARGUERITE JAMES ’32
TREVA WILKERSON DODD ’33
VIRGINIA MILLER GALVIN ’33
ELIZABETH L. JOHNSON ’33
ELIZABETH SMITH MCDOUGALD ’35C
ROBBIE PICKLE FESPERMAN ’37C
JUDITH GREENBERG LINDAU ’38
SARAH DUNN POPE ’38C
MARY SEIBERT AMELUNG ’39

1940s
was the
evangelist for the seventh annual
Communitywide Revival sponsored by
the Interdenominational Fellowship of
Salisbury-Rowan County. In February,
Mildred was selected as president of
the Board of Bishops of the AME Zion
Church. Mildred also supervises the
Southwestern Delta Episcopal District.

MILDRED B. HINES ’45C

EVELYN DEWITT CROOK ’49 wrote
“Taking the Tumble” under the pen
name Eve Dew Crook. The romantic
suspense novel is published by The
Wild Rose Press.

Alumni deaths
REBEKAH GILBERT MAHONY ’40
LILIAN LAYNE HANMER ’42
MEMORY JOHNSON MCBRIDE ’42C
HELEN ANDREWS SMITH ’42
RUTH HOLT SOUTHERN ’42
EDNA UMSTEAD HARRIS ’43
FRANCES BURROWS HILL ’43
LANE SILER MCARTAN ’43
DOREEN HENRY VIALL ’43
RUTH FERGUSON BURSON ’44
IRMA SICELOFF PRICE ’44
CLARA STEVENS THOMAS ’44
FLORENCE SMITH LLEWELLYN ’45C
DORIS MURPH MCNEELY ’45
SARAH SCRUGGS WHEELER ’45
LOUISE SINK PERSON ’47
GAIL TENNENT WHITEHURST ’48
JOANNE BOONE BYRD ’49
ANN PICKELLS DUTTON ’49
PATTY ANN FARDETTE ’49
GENE THACKER HERRMANN ’49
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1950s
Alumni Deaths
SALLIE CORRELL HEALD ’50C
JANE EDMUNDS STEPHENSON ’50
JOYCE JOHNSON BARBOUR ’52
PATRICIA HARRIS SUMRELL ’52
IRIS MITCHELL GRIFFIN ’53C
MARION KIMMELSTIEL GOLDBERG ’53
KAY KOSTER HARBISON ’53
ELIZABETH PETERSON BUNTING ’54
ANN FOLGER TUGGLE
ELIZABETH MAUNEY BLINSMON ’55
LILA BRENT CHAPMAN ’55
MARY EARLE ROWLAND ’55
CAROL BRADFORD STANINGER ’55
JANE SUTHERLAND REINECKE ’56
BETTY THACKER ’57

1960s
presented
“The Polk County Historical
Association’s Oral History Project”
for the Tryon Garden Club’s meeting.
Anna is president of the Polk County
Historical Association. She has
published two books: “Tryon: An
Illustrated History” and “To Seem or to
ANNA PACK CONNER ’62

Be,” a book of poetry and short stories.
She is working on a history of the Polk
County Schools.

JOSEPHINE GARDNER PHILLIPS ’61

discussed the
1960 Woolworth sit-in at a program
sponsored by UNCG and hosted by
Dr. Omar Ali of the UNCG African
American Studies Department. Joseph
McNeil, Franklin McCain, Ezell Blair Jr.
and David Richmond sat at the whitesonly lunch counter on Feb. 1, 1960.
Four days later, the growing number of
protesters were joined by three white
supporters from Woman’s College,
including Marilyn. During her remarks,
Marilyn discussed the dedication and
commitment of the students who chose
to be involved.

LINDA DIXON ’64, ’84 MED

MARILYN LOTT ’62

retired as
president of the Charlotte-Mecklenburg
Housing Partnership after 24 years
of service. Called one of the state’s
champions of affordable housing, Pat
helped build the organization which
created homes for 4,500 families
throughout Mecklenburg County
during her tenure.

PAT GIBSON GARRETT ’66

wrote
a new reference work on Isabel
Allende, the world’s most widely read
Spanish-language author. The Literary
Companion book is her ninth.

MARY ELLEN SNODGRASS ’66

Alumni deaths
ETHEL HENDERSON MCMILLAN ’60

passages

DOROTHY TAYLOR MCDONALD ’63 MED
MARTHA E. BYRUM ’64
JUNE POLLARD LUNCEFORD ’64C
SALLIE HITCHCOCK STRAUB ’64
JEANETTE WILLIAMS CORCORAN ’65
MARY WILDMAN WHITESIDE ’65 MED
BRENDA MAYES LUPINO ’67
SALLY A. SULLIVAN ’68, ’69 MA, ’77 PHD
JULIA BATTLE ANDERSON ’69 MED

Sympathy is extended to
NAN BOSTIAN MEDLEY ’63

of her mother.

in the death

1970s
was the keynote
speaker-honoree at the Elizabeth
Duncan Koontz Humanitarian Awards
banquet sponsored by the SalisburyRowan Human Relations Council.
Linda was among a small group of
black students who volunteered in
1963 to attend the still-segregated
Boyden High School. She graduated
No. 1 in her class and, after graduating
from UNCG, earned a law degree
from the University of Connecticut.
She has served on various government
commissions and served as the
commissioner of the Connecticut
Department of Public Utility Control.
She is president of the Hartford
Foundation for Public Giving.

LINDA KELLY ’71

LEA LACKEY-ZACHMANN ’73 MED

School of Education supporter and alumna dies
passed away in July. She was 79.
Marge and her late husband Jake gave generously in support of the School of
Education’s Teaching Resources Center that is named in their honor. The Teaching
Resources Center provides instructional materials, equipment and services that
support students, faculty and staff as well as teachers in the Triad community.
In addition to making the way easier for students and teachers, Marge also served
as a member of the School of Education Advisory Board.
Her service extended throughout the Triad and the state. She also served on the
following boards, among others: Board of Trustees and Chair of Children’s Home
Society of North Carolina, Board of Trustees of Greensboro Children’s Museum, Board
of Directors Women’s Resource Center, University of Northern Iowa Foundation
Board and Board of Directors First Citizens Bank. She was a member of the United Way Tocqueville
Society and a founding member of the Board of Directors of Triad Stage.
Marge spent her early years in Iowa and attended the University of Northern Iowa, where she met
her husband Jake. After his graduation and return from military duty in Korea, they both taught for the
Iowa Braille and Sight Saving School for the Blind.
The family moved to Greensboro in 1971 following a consulting position with the Greensboro Public
School System. In 1972, Marge and Jake established The Education Center.
In her obituary, Marge was described as “a dynamic and wonderful person whose positive energy
was contagious. She was also a humble person with a strong sense of sharing. Her optimistic outlook
gave hope to many organizations and individuals, which was followed through with an action plan to
see the goals reached, and getting the ‘items checked off her list’. When everyone wanted to plan and
discuss, she just wanted to do and get things done.”
MARGE MICHEL ’74 MED

exhibited at Artworks Gallery in
Winston-Salem. Lea used video
and photographs to create an
exhibition celebrating trees. She is an
adjunct professor of art at High Point
University, where she has taught for
more than 20 years.

spoke
to members of the Catawba Valley
Dinner Club on her 54-year study of
the R.M.S. Titanic. She has given more
than 200 presentations on the subject.
She is a professor at Belmont Abbey
College in the Sister Christine Beck
Department of Education.

MELINDA RATCHFORD ’73 MED

MARGARET ARBUCKLE ’75 MED, ’83

PHD retired as executive director of
the Guilford Education Alliance. She
previously served as associate director
for UNCG’s Center for Youth, Family
and Community Partnerships.
LINDA KETNER ’75 MA works with
the SCEnvisions project, a statewide
initiative in which some of the state’s
brightest innovators and thinkers
share success stories and insightful
perspectives aimed at motivating
and engaging others to do the same.
Linda is president of KSI Corp.,
a firm specializing in leadership
and management development in
Charleston, S.C.
LUCY MANN SPENCER ’76 MFA

exhibited her paintings at Artworks
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Gallery in Winston-Salem. She has
shown her artwork throughout the
Southeast, and her work is in the
corporate collections of R.J. Reynolds,
Duke University Medical Center,
Weatherspoon Art Museum and One
Design Center, among others. She
currently oversees the members’ gallery
at the Artworks Gallery.
received the
UNCG School of Health and Human
Sciences Alumni Lifetime Legacy Award
for her work as a genetic counselor. She
was the first certified genetic counselor
in North Carolina and later co-founded
and served as vice president of the
first private prenatal diagnostic clinic
in North Carolina. She retired from
LabCorp as an associate vice president
and director of genetic services. She
continues to serve on the advisory group
overseeing UNCG’s graduate program
in genetic counseling.

NANCY ADAMS ’77 MS

SUZANNE EGGLESTON HENNEMAN ’77

retired from Baltimore County Public
Schools after 35 years as a dance
educator and dance resource teacher.
Suzanne has started Bearfoot Dance
Consulting, LLC, and is consulting with
school systems and dance education
projects.

received the
2013 Dr. Nell C. Jackson Award from
the National Association for Girls
and Women in Sport. The award
was presented during the National
Association & Alliance for Health,
Physical Education and Recreation
Conference in Charlotte. Que is
the deputy commissioner of the
North Carolina High School Athletic
Association.

QUE TUCKER ’77 MSPE

gave a poetry
reading at the Benjamin Branch of the
Greensboro Public Library. A singer
and musician as well as a writer and
poet, Jim presented poetry and stories
rooted in the Appalachian foothills and
complementary old-time mountain
music.

JIM CLARK ’78 MFA

CYNTHIA BALL OSTERHUS ’78 MED, ’98

PHD retired from the Catawba College
Department of Teacher Education. She
was an associate professor of teacher
education and director of the Shirley
Peeler Ritchie Academy for Teaching at
Catawba. She helped create the Ritchie
Academy, which has awarded more
than $4 million in scholarships.

presented a
program on colonial herb gardening
for members of the Lancaster Garden
Club at the Andrew Jackson State
Park. Suzanne directs the 18th century
backcountry studies program at the
Scheile Museum of Natural History in
Gastonia.
SUZANNE S. SIMMONS ’78

practices
with Colon & Rectal Surgery Associates,
PC, in Aiken, S.C. She previously was
an associate professor of surgery at the
Medical College of Georgia.

DR. VIRGINIA B. WINBURN ’78

SHARON DECKER ’79 ,

Secretary of
the North Carolina Department of

Commerce, was the keynote speaker
for the 18th annual YMCA Community
Prayer Breakfast at Cleveland
Community College. She also spoke
at the Isothermal Community College
graduation ceremonies.
marks
his 20th year as an active master
gardener with the North Carolina State
Cooperative Extension Service. He was
assistant superintendent for Mount
Airy City Schools when he retired in
1991 and, shortly afterward, began a
second career as director of the tech
prep programs for Surry Community
College. He retired again in 1996 and
returned to his early love – gardening.

ROBERT B. HOLDER ’79 MED

Alumni deaths
JOHNNY HODGE JR. ’71 MM
TRICIA MURRAY ’71, ’78 MED
ROBIE WAYNE MCCLELLAN ’72 MS, ’73
MSBA, ’79 EDD
JUDY ELAINE MCHENRY ’72
BARRY R. SHARROCK ’72
JANE TUTTLE ’73
STEVEN EDWARD BALOG ’75
LEANDER CANADY ’75 MFA
JAMES A. CARROZZA ’75
MARION MARTHA BROWN WALSH ’75
WILLIAM THOMAS AUMAN ’78 MA
BEVERLY CANNON SMITHSON ’79 MED
BRENDA BRIGHT STRICKLAND ’79

1980s
BETH THOMPSON BECKA ’80, ’82

continues to work in film and
theater in Wilmington, most recently
appearing opposite Jennifer Lopez
in “What to Expect When You’re
Expecting.” She is the owner/director
of the Insight School of Acting in
Wilmington, an acting studio offering
an ongoing program of beginning to
advanced-level courses.
MFA

BETH LEAVEL ’80 MFA starred in the
N.C. Theatre’s production of “The
Drowsy Chaperone” in May. Beth was
in the original Broadway production
that won five Tony Awards, including
her honor as the best actress in a
supporting role in a musical in 2007.
She was nominated for a second time
for her role in “Baby It’s You.”
ELAINE FERRELL HALL ’81, ’87 MED

was named the Alamance-Burlington
School System’s Mentor of the Year.
A career teacher with 33 years of
experience, Elaine is a kindergarten
teacher at Eastlawn Elementary School.
She served as a teacher mentor to three
beginning teachers this year.
KEITH TOBIN ’82 retired as
superintendent of the Thomasville City
Schools. He assumed that role in 2008
after serving two years as assistant
superintendent.

is director
of interiors for the INTEC Group
Inc. in Charlotte. Barbara also works

BARBARA BRICCOTTO ’83

with CREW Charlotte to support
scholarship programs in the field of
commercial real estate.
CLIFTON FLYNN ’83 MS, ’88 PHD is
associate vice chancellor for academic
affairs at the University of South
Carolina Upstate in Spartanburg, S.C.
He previously served as chair of the
Department of Sociology, Criminal
Justice and Women’s Studies.
ANDREA DUNHAM WHELESS ’83, ’86

received the Meredith Clark
Slane Distinguished Teaching Service
Award during High Point University
graduation ceremonies. The award
recognizes excellence in teaching.
As professor of art at HPU, Andrea
teaches sculpture, ceramics and threedimensional design courses. She is the
first curator of the Sechrest Gallery on
the HPU campus and helped develop
the university’s sculpture garden.
MFA

JORDANA LYNN STERN COLEY ’84, ’85

will be the keynote speaker for
the 28th Annual Mid Atlantic Society
for Parenteral and Enteral Nutrition
Conference in September.

MED

BLAIR ROUTH CROUSE ’84, ’12

has joined Carolina Primary
Medicine in Asheboro. A certified
nurse practitioner, Blair has 16 years
of experience in public health and
10 years of experience in caring for
hospital patients.

MSN

DALE FOLWELL ’84, ’86 MS is the
assistant secretary of employment
security at the N.C. Department of
Commerce. He will be responsible for
overseeing the state’s unemployment
insurance system. Folwell served
four terms in the N.C. House of
Representatives and was elected
speaker pro tempore for the 2011-12
legislative session.
LAURA JUSTUS SAM ’84 retired as
choral and music director at Williams
High School in Burlington. She plans
to continue to teach choral music for
Governor’s School East, part of the
N.C. Governor’s School at Meredith
College, and escort choral groups to
Europe and sites across the United
States as a chaperone with Music
Contact International.
ALISON FERRIS ’85 lectured at the
opening reception for a traveling
exhibition at the Weatherspoon Art
Museum titled “The Kids Are All
Right: An Exhibition About Family
and Photography.” Alison is curator
at the John Michael Kohler Art Center
in Sheboygan, Wis. This was her first
show for the Weatherspoon.

retired
after teaching elementary school
physical education for 23 years in the
public schools of Forsyth and Stokes
counties.

MARTHA HERRING MELTON ’85

is
director of Triad Healthcare Network
Care Management. She joined
Cone Health in 1988 and has held
numerous leadership roles, including
program manager of MedLink Care
RHONDA SIDES RUMPLE ’85

Management. She recently completed
her master’s degree in nursing with
an emphasis in leadership in health
systems at Grand Canyon University.
WENDY WOODS COVINGTON ’87 is the
new executive director of Alamance
County Community Services Agency.
She has been with the agency for more
than 25 years and oversaw its housing
programs for 17 years.
WILLIAM BRADLEY HAYES ’87 received
the 2013 Distinguished Alumni Award
from the UNCG Bryan School of
Business and Economics.

is director
of the Cabarrus County Board of
Elections. She served as secretary of the
board for 12 years.

CAROL LINK SOLES ’87 MM

JANE HARBINSON TEAGUE ’87 EDD

received the 2013 Award of Honor
from the Alexander County Board
of Education. The award recognizes
individuals who have made exceptional
contributions to the school system’s
quality of education. Jane joined the
school system in 1976 as a school
psychologist and, when she retired in
2009, she was director of programs for
exceptional children.
HUGH HYSELL ’88 won a Tony Award
for best play for “Vanya and Sonia
and Masha and Spike.” The show is
produced by Hugh’s company, HHC
Marketing.
MARTHA RHYNE-WINKLER ’88 EDD was
named the 2013 Alexander County
Schools Counselor of the Year. Martha
is a school counselor at West Alexander
Middle School. She has 28 years of
experience as a counselor, in both
education and mental health positions
and as a classroom teacher, school
counselor, university educator, mental
health therapist, coordinator of school
counselors and consultant.

received
the Furney K. James Outstanding
Service Award from the North Carolina
Association of Colleges and Employers.
The award recognizes a member who
has made a significant contribution
to the association. Dana is treasurer
of the NCACE and previously served
as newsletter editor. She is employer
experience manager at Wake Forest
University.

DANA KEY HUTCHENS ’89

BILL SAUNDERS ’89 performed in
“Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor
Dreamcoat” at the Temple Theatre in
Sanford and is taking a position as the
education director with Ratio Theatre
Company in New Bern. He has acted
in or directed more than 100 shows for
stage and film during his 30-year career.

Alumni deaths
CATHY BREWER HINSON ’80 MED
ROSEMARY HARRISON ’82
LISA HONEYCUTT MEYER ’83, ’84 MS

Sympathy is extended to
and GINNIE GARDINER
in the deaths of their mothers.

MIKE TATE ’82
TATE ’81
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Mike’s mother, June Tate, died Sept.
17, 2012, and Ginnie’s mother, Virginia
Bachelor, died Sept. 15, 2012.

1990s
received
the Educator of the Year Award from
the Associate Degree Nursing Council
for North Carolina. Benita is a nursing
faculty member at Catawba Valley
Community College. A career nurse,
she has worked in the specialties of
medical/surgical, pediatrics, obstetrics/
gynecology and Level II nursery. She is
certified as an inpatient obstetrics nurse.

BENITA R. BEARD ’90 MSN

was
named the 2013-14 Principal of the Year
for the Moore County Schools. She
has served her entire 29-year career in
the Moore County Schools, and has
been principal at New Century Middle
School since 2011.

ROBIN VIALL CALCUTT ’90 MED

profile

received
the Alice P. Naylor Outstanding
Dissertation Award, the highest
academic honor that an Appalachian
State University doctoral student
can receive. He completed his EdD
in Education Leadership with this
dissertation, which examined the
relationship between spirituality and
transformational leadership among
North Carolina community college
presidents to analyze the qualities
of a well-prepared leader. Wayne is
director of the Yadkin Center of Surry
Community College.

WAYNE C. MATTHEWS ’90 MED

is the
new principal at Archdale Elementary
School. She has served as principal at
Seagrove Elementary School since 2009.
LISA HUGHES THOMPSON ’90

received
the Outstanding Faculty Member
Award from the Spalding University
Board of Trustees. She is a professor
of creative writing, associate program
director of the Spalding University
brief-residency MFA in Writing
Program, and associate editor of The

KATHLEEN DRISKELL ’91 MFA

Louisville Review.
is the new Wake
County Schools superintendent. His
40-year career in education includes
serving as associate superintendent for
administration for the Wake County
Public School System. He joined the
Alamance-Burlington School System in
2000 and was named North Carolina
Superintendent of the Year in 2005
before becoming the superintendent
of the Virginia Beach City Public
Schools in 2006. He was named the top
superintendent in Virginia in 2012.

JIM MERRILL ’91 EDD

contributed
an analysis of Franco Zeffirelli’s
1977 six-hour mini-series, “Jesus of
Nazareth,” to “Bible and Cinema: Fifty
Key Films,” published by Routledge.
Barnes recently published the third
edition of his book “Jesus at the Movies:
A Guide to the First Hundred Years and
Beyond.” He is Jefferson Pilot Emeritus
Professor of Religion and Philosophy at
Greensboro College.
W. BARNES TATUM ’91 MLS

was named to the
Alamance County Advisory Board for

JEFF BRIGHT ’92 MED

Music on a global scale
For almost 30 years, T O M S M I T H
’ 9 0 M M has been something of a jazz
ambassador.
A world-class trombonist, Tom
began starting jazz programs where
none formerly existed in the 1980s.
From 1988 to 1992 alone, he started
39 regional jazz ensembles and wind
symphonies across North Carolina.
Sometimes it would be a senior citizen
band. Other times it would be for
youth, and the times of rehearsal
would purposely coincide with hours
the kids most needed something to
keep them out of trouble.
After years of this, he shifted his focus to something larger –
bringing jazz to countries instead of counties.
“It puts a good face on America,” he says. “They may not
like our politics but they like our culture. It gives them a different
perspective.”
He received his first Fulbright professorship to work in
Romania. “The first thing I noticed was a hearty jazz tradition, but
no infrastructure,” he says. “It’s like a football team without any
uniforms. I give infrastructure, order to chaos.”
Romania led to South Africa, which then led to Serbia. In Serbia,
while Tom was setting up the infrastructure of a new program, a
new dean decided she wanted the program to move a little slower.
With that setback, Tom and his wife joked that they could be
like college students and strap guitars to their backs and go to
China to teach English for a while. That night Tom dreamed of
China. When he woke, he flipped on the TV to see a Jet Lee movie.
And then they discovered a position had opened up for English
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teachers. They decided to try it for a
month or two. That was three years ago.
They discovered many Chinese can
read and write English reasonably well
but they have a hard time speaking it.
As a trombone professor, Tom started
noticing issues – such as tongue and
jaw placement – that were causing some
difficulty with I and V sounds.
To make the jaw come forward, he
had them learn jazz scat singing. And he
taught them English syllables by singing.
They entered competitions to prove
that it worked. Their students started
winning, which led to publicity. The dean of Ningbo University
became interested in what Tom was doing and asked him to start
the university’s first jazz program. Tom is currently China’s only
full-time American music professor.
All of this work has led to his 2013 induction into the Down
Beat magazine Jazz Education Hall of Fame.
Sometimes music ambassadors visit a country and stay for a
day or two but what they bring doesn’t stick, Tom says.
“You have to be a part of the community,” he says. “You’ve got
to be serious about it. Learn the language. Learn why they wear
certain kinds of clothes. Learn about politics.”
He and his wife, Sarah, are planning to spend at least another
year in China. After that they may come back closer to home.
Maybe Uruguay. Maybe Nashville to perform with his son Matt,
a world-class drummer. Tom loves to play and in some years
performs up to 200 times.
“You have to go where it best suits you,” Tom says. “You
create your own niche.”

Select Bank and Trust. Jeff is assistant to
the president for business and industry
services at Alamance Community
College. He also is a faculty instructor in
the sociology curriculum.
GEORGIA ROGERS FARMER ’92

performed her one-woman show “The
Real Housewife of Chesterfield County”
at the Mebane Arts & Community
Center. She has written three cabarets
for the Richmond Triangle Players,
including “Lies My Martini Told Me,”
“High Notes and Low Standards” and
“The Real Housewife of Chesterfield
County.”

BRIGITTE HUDSON BLANTON ’93 MLIS

is director of the Greensboro Public
Library. She joined the staff in 1988,
most recently serving as interim library
director.
is vice president
of consulting solutions for Zenergy
Technologies, a Greensboro company
that provides software quality assurance
and testing.

SHAUN BRADSHAW ’93

published
a new book, “The Ruby Earring.” The
mystery suspense novel is the third in a
series which includes “The Reckoning”
and “Death Watch.”

R. DALE CROTTS ’93 MBA

JOHN BROWN ’94 led the honors jazz
band at the 8th Annual High School
Jazz Band Festival and Competition at
Southeastern Community College. He
is the associate professor and director of
the Duke Jazz Program.

led
the String Band Camp for Intermediate
Jamming at the Black Mountain
Center for the Arts this summer. She
teaches with the Junior Appalachian
Musicians program at the Center. She
teaches guitar, banjo and singing; gives
workshops in old-time music; and
performs with string bands and on
recordings.

CARY ELIZABETH FRIDLEY ’94 MM

is a producer,
director and actor in New York City. He
returned to his native Benson to direct
the Benson Little Theatre production of
“The Sound of Music.”

at the main branch in Anderson.
is
the new athletic director at Trinity
High School. He is in his eighth year
coaching at Trinity, where he teaches
U.S. history, civics and economics. He
coaches women’s tennis and is assistant
coach of the men’s basketball team.

ROBERT MITCHELL ’98, ’99 MS

MAREIKE “MIKEY” KINNER NUYDA ’98,

’00 MS joined Smith Leonard PLLC as
a tax associate. Mikey is a CPA and has
more than 12 years of experience as a
tax accountant.
KELLIE KINNEY PEDROJEW ’98, ’01 MM

was named Lumberton Junior High
School’s 2013-14 Teacher of the Year.
She is the seventh- and eighth-grade
band director.
SUZANNE CAUSEY ARNOLD ’99 MED

was a finalist for the Winston-Salem/
Forsyth County Schools Teacher of the
Year Award. A teacher for 13 years,
she currently teaches fourth grade at
Lewisville Elementary School.
is
the new executive director of The
Storytelling & Arts Center of Scotland
County. She previously served on
the SACS board of directors and
volunteered for the arts organization.

JENNIFER HANSEN MCRAE ’99

is chief financial
officer for maritime programs at the
Sikorsky Aircraft division of United
Technologies Corp.

RAYMOND WILEY ’99

was named
Practical Nursing Instructor of the
Year by the North Carolina Board
of Nursing. She has been a full-time
practical nursing instructor at Cleveland
Community College for six years.

ANNE WISE ’99 MSN

Alumni deaths
KEVIN DEAN EGGLESTON ’91
THEDA LEATHERWOOD RUDD ’91
LARA HAMILTON HAHN ’93

D.H. JOHNSON ’94

received
Catawba Valley Community College’s
2013 Adjunct Excellence in Teaching
Award. A poet and author, he has
published extensively, received
numerous awards, judged poetry
contests and presented writing
workshops. Scott is an English adjunct
faculty member at CVCC.

SCOTT OWENS ’94 MFA

delivered the
keynote address at the Winston Lake
Family YMCA 16th Annual Black
Achievers in Business and Industry
Awards Gala. Nkrumah is a WinstonSalem State University professor and
author of “Becoming a Butterfly: From
Prison to PhD.”

NKRUMAH LEWIS ’96

is manager
of the Powdersville Branch of the
Anderson County Library System. He
previously served as outreach librarian
and head of interlibrary loan/periodicals

ALEX CURRIN ’97 MLIS

Not just a
generous gift
— a sound
investment.

2000s

DOROTHEA “DOTTIE” DAVENPORT

BURKHART ’01 PHD was the keynote
speaker at the 50th commencement
exercises at Davidson County
Community College. Dottie was a
faculty member at DCCC for more than
40 years before retiring.

visited Caldwell
Community College and Technical
Institute for the 25th annual Laurette
LePrevost Writers Symposium. Wiley,
who wrote the New York Times
best-selling “A Land More Kind
than Home,” participated in several
readings and question-and-answer
sessions. Wiley teaches in the LowResidency MFA Program in Fiction and
Nonfiction Writing at Southern New
Hampshire University.

WILEY CASH ’01 MA

is
human relations director for the City of
Greensboro. She previously served

LOVE CROSSLING ’01, ’09 PHD

As an accountant, Betty Brooks ’52 knows a thing or two about a sound
investment. After attending Woman’s College, she went on to receive a master’s in
accounting at N.C. State, where her husband Robert was a professor of economics.
She says she enjoys a personal connection to UNCG that has lasted long after
graduation, and she and Robert chose to make a sound investment by supporting
several master’s fellowships in the Bryan School through charitable gift annuities.

“My husband and I decided to give to UNCG because we were so
pleased with the way it focuses on students. We chose a charitable
gift annuity because, while the money will eventually go to its
chosen beneficiary, in the interim it pays a very good return, much
better than a CD. It’s a good investment for us.” –Betty Brooks ’52
Our skilled and knowledgeable gift planners can help you make your
personal philanthropic vision a reality. Charitable gift annuities can
provide you with significant income each year while also helping to
prepare the university for the challenges of tomorrow. Create
opportunities for new generations of UNCG students while also
preparing for your own future.
One-Life Gift Annuity Rates
AGE 6 0 4 . 4 %

AGE 7 0 5 . 1 %

Two-Life Gift Annuity Rates
60/60

3.9%

70/70

4.6%

AGE 8 0 6 . 8 %
80/80

5.7%

For more information, please contact
Lee Knight
UNCG Director of Gift Planning
336.256.1277
Mobile: 336.339.1531
Lee_Knight@uncg.edu

Barbara Wike ’80
HHS Director of Gift Planning
336.256.1272
Mobile: 336.404.8469
Barbara_Wike@uncg.edu
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as an academic director and research
associate for the undergraduate studies
program at UNCG.
CHRISTY WISUTHSERIWONG ’01 MM,

performed with flutist Lissie
Okopny in a recital at Lenoir-Rhyne
University. Christy is chair of the
piano department and director of the
accelerated program and Conservatory
at the Music Academy of North
Carolina in Greensboro.

’11 DMA

was the
featured reader at the National Poetry
Month festivities at Brookgreen
Gardens in Georgetown, S.C. Dan is an
associate professor at Coastal Carolina
University, where he teaches literature
and writing courses and edits the
online journal Waccamaw. He is the
DAN ALBERGOTTI ’02 MFA

author of “The Boatloads” and “The
Use of the World.”
TRINA CAVINESS BETHEA ’02 MSA, ’05

is the new principal at Walkertown
Elementary School. She had been
a principal in the Guilford County
Schools since 2007.
EDD

ROBIN RAGSDALE LAYMAN ’02 MSA

was named the Stokes County Schools
2013-14 Principal of the Year. Robin
has served as principal of Pinnacle
Elementary School since 2008. She
began her career in education as a thirdgrade teacher with Catawba County
Schools and later moved into school
administration with the Winston-Salem/
Forsyth County Schools.

won an Emmy
Award for his television commercial
DAVID OSTERGAARD ’02

profile

No, R E N É E M E N I U S A L E X A N D E R ’ 9 5 M A has never
driven a rickshaw. Shoot, she’s never seen one in person.
But this thrill-seeking world traveler hasn’t let that
minor detail deter her from signing up with three friends to
participate in the annual Rickshaw Run in India.
“I’m an intrepid traveler. Last November, I chased a solar
eclipse across Australia in a campervan. I also contracted
dengue fever on my honeymoon,” she says. “I don’t do
typical travels. I’m not a stay in a nice hotel kind of a girl. So
to me, this is a grand adventure. It will be a great story to tell,
and my philosophy is that sometimes a good story is better
than a good time.”
The rickshaw race challenges participants to travel
the widest part of the Asian country on a three-wheeled,
motorized rickshaw — powered by a two-stroke engine — with a top speed of about 35 mph. “Think
glorified lawnmower,” Renée said. “That’s pretty much what we’re driving across India.”
The quartet of friends have spent upward of a year preparing for their great adventure. “It’s taken
a lot more preparation than I’d ever imagined,” Renée says. “For an overseas trip in India, there’s all
kinds of medical things you have to think about,” including a regimen of pills to prevent typhoid fever,
hepatitis A shots, malaria medication.
Plenty of non-medical arrangements also needed to be made. Renée, who holds a master’s degree
in communication studies from UNCG and owns her own boutique public relations firm, has made
arrangements to put her business on hold during her month-long Indian adventure. In order to have
the equivalent international license to allow them to drive rickshaws in India, Renée and her friends
also needed to get a motorcycle license. Only one person in their group already had the license. “We all
decided to take a motorcycle class,” she says. “I didn’t realize that motorcycles have foot brakes.”
Licenses are now in hand. Too bad it won’t help her drive the rickshaw. “None of the skills we’ve
learned will be of any use to us in India on a rickshaw,” Renée adds. “It’s sort of a formality.”
The merry band of friends is still undeterred, inspired by the trip of a lifetime and the opportunity
to do some good. The travelers have solicited donations as they prepare for their journey, pledging 100
percent of proceeds to benefit Room to Read, an international charity that provides children’s books
in local languages to areas of need. In honor of their effort, they’ve dubbed their team the “Reading
Rickshaws,” and have planned four stops along their route to visit Room to Read sites.
After all, for the friends, getting there first isn’t the priority; having a story to tell afterward is. Renée
says, “It doesn’t matter when we get there, as long as we get there at some point.”
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brought his
band Bocanegra home to the Triad after
touring South America for the past four
years. “Under Lima’s Grey Skies – A
Night of Modern Peruvian Music” was
featured at Krankies in Winston-Salem.
Bocanegra plays an eclectic mix of
post-punk, new wave, industrial and
dream-pop.

CARLOS BOCANEGRA ’04

wrote
“Modern Just War Theory: A Guide
to Research,” which was published by
Rowman Littlefield. He is the library
director at Reformed Theological
Seminary in Oviedo, Fla.

MICHAEL FARRELL ’04 MLIS

is a student at
Hillsong International Leadership
College in Sydney, Australia. Corrie
plays violin on the worship team
for the school and for many of the
12 church services held weekly. In
addition to teaching violin privately,
she is a regular busker – a person
who performs in a public place for
donations – at the Rouse Hill Town
Center. Corrie recently took first-place
honors in a “Battle of the Buskers” after
patrons voted for their favorite busker.

CORRIE HASKINS ’04

Ready to (Rickshaw) Run
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for an Asheville computer shop – The
Wired Mouse. His theater company,
Bright Star Touring Theatre, is in its
11th season. Adult actors in the theater
company perform for young people in
shows touring the United States.
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won the eGolf Tour’s
inaugural Palisades Classic, posting a
three-round total of 19-under-par 197 at
Palisades Country Club in Charlotte.

ANDY BARE ’05

graduated
from the University of Cincinnati with
a master’s degree in architecture. She
has a LEED AP ID+C accreditation.
Bridgett worked with the nonprofit
architectural firm 100 Fold Studio
while she was in school. She presented
her thesis on Haiti and its need for an
agriculture training center.

BRIDGETT D. HEDRICK ’05

STEVEN MARTIN ’05 gave the
baccalaureate service address and
performed “The Impossible Dream”
at his alma mater, McMichael High
School in Mayodan. Steven, who holds
a master’s degree in opera performance
from The Boston Conservatory, is
the assistant director for off-campus
student services at Emerson College.

is the
executive director of curriculum and
instruction for the Mount Airy City
Schools. She most recently served as
the director for magnet schools, federal
programs and strategic planning for
the Winston-Salem/Forsyth County
Schools. Kim was a finalist for the
American Association of School
Administrators’ Women in School
Leadership Award.

KIM D. MORRISON ’05 PHD

OLIVIA OXENDINE ’05 EDD was
appointed by N.C. Governor Pat
McCrory to serve on the state Board
of Education. She is an assistant
professor in the Department of School
Administration and Counseling at
UNC Pembroke.

BARRY D. ROUNTREE ’05 MPA is
Winston-Salem’s new chief of police.
A 25-year veteran of the department,
he served as assistant chief in charge
of the Investigative Services Bureau.
He most recently was commander of
the Field Services and Support Services
bureaus.

participated
as a clinician for student musicians
at the Williamsburg County School
District’s 2013 All-County Music
Festival. He is the band director at
Dillon High School in Dillon, S.C.

ADRIAN L. WRIGHT ’05 MM

directed
“A Spirit to Remember,” the final
concert of the 36th season of the
Asheville Choral Society. Melodie
is music director of the 100-voice
Asheville Choral Society.

MELODIE GALLOWAY ’06 DMA

JULIA YOUNG EDWARDS ’08 MFA

opened The Swan, a Pilates studio in
Manhattan. She also served on the
summer school body conditioning
staff at The American Ballet Theater’s
Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis School for
young dancers.

received
her MSN degree in nursing education
from Walden University in December.

NANCY HARRISON FORBES ’09

She is an RN case manager at Blue
Cross Blue Shield of North Carolina.
DARCY JOHNSON-LEONARD ’09 MSN is
an adult nurse practitioner at Piedmont
Internal Medicine in Thomasville, part
of Cornerstone Health Care.

is the
project coordinator for the Davidson
County Economic Development
Commission. She previously worked as
the business/city government reporter
for The (Lexington) Dispatch.

REBEKAH CANSLER MCGEE ’09

received
her Juris Doctor degree from Elon
University School of Law.

AMY CATHERINE RIDDLE ’09

has returned
from serving with the Peace Corps in
the West African republic of Togo. She
was responsible for trying to eliminate
economic and gender disparities in the
education system during her two-year
assignment.
DELILAH WHITE ’09 MA

ADAM WALKER COLE ’03

to Jessica
Dean Gregory on Nov. 3, 2012. He
is employed with Furniture Mart in
Roxboro.

STEPHANIE KENNEDY ’07, ’08 MA to
Jeremy Vestal on May 11 in Danbury.
Stephanie is employed with Kindred
Healthcare.

to Laurie Nie in
Dallas, Texas. Alumni attending the
wedding included SARAH HOBBS ’66 ,
JENNY PEET ’04 and EMILY WILSON ’01 .

LESLIE RENEE STAFFORD ’08, ’11 MLIS

ANDY HOBBS ’03

MALLARY RENEE FARRIS ’06 to Thomas
Edward Lewis on March 9. Mallary
is employed by Heavenly Touch
Massage in Boone, and Thomas is a
recent graduate of Appalachian State
University. They reside in Boone.
AMBER DAWN SUMMERS ’06 to
Quentin Kelby Leonard on May 11
in Greensboro. Amber is a flight
attendant with US Airways.

to Nash
Harlen Morris on Dec. 1 in Charlotte.
They live in Atlanta, where Kelly is an
account manager with Red Hat Inc.
KELLY LEIGH CARDER ’07

to
Andrew Lansing Gerringer on Oct. 20,
2012, in Greensboro. She is a certified
occupational therapy assistant at Twin
Lakes Community in Burlington. They
live in Gibsonville.

MARY ALLISON CRAWFORD ’07

Alumni marriages
to Nathan
Edward Wilson on June 1 in
Greensboro. She is a registered nurse
at Carolinas Medical Center-Pineville.
SARAH JEAN TEBBIT ’01

to BRADY LANE YOKELY ’08 on Nov.
10, 2012. Leslie is a media coordinator
at Cash Elementary School in
Kernersville, and Brady is employed in
insurance sales.
to Brooke Lemons on
June 2. He is digital account executive
with The (Asheboro) Courier-Tribune.
They live in Ramseur.

JUSTIN LITTLE ’09

Alumni deaths
KRISTIN SINCLAIR ’06
JESSICA LEE ARNO ’07 MA

2010s
joined
Sharrard, McGee & Co. as a senior
accountant in the Greensboro office.

INGÉ LYNETTE MCCRORY ’10 MS

MATT CREWS ’11 MED serves as
assistant athletics director as well as

One gift.

Every year.
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Once a year, make a gift of any
amount to the UNCG Annual Fund,
and you’ll provide much more than
financial support for the university —
you’ll help today’s students inspire
new possibilities for the future.
One gift. Once a year. Any amount.
That’s all it takes to make a
meaningful difference. We’ll be in
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a tennis coach and history teacher at
Walkertown High School.
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brought her comedy
show titled “Missionary in Manhattan:
The Dirty South Tour” to Raleigh,
Greensboro and Atlanta. The show is
presented by a comic sketch artists’
group called The Ukulele Orchestra of
Great Brooklyn. The troupe’s members
include CHRIS RADDATZ ’12 , KALEIGH
MALLOY ’11 and ELIZABETH MAY ’11 .
CAITLIN DAVIS ’11
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graduated from
Army basic combat training at Fort
Jackson, Columbia, S.C., as a specialist.
CARLY ANN FIELD ’11

S. CAGNEY GENTRY ’11 MFA , founder
of Red Balloon Films Inc., has launched
a Kickstarter campaign to raise funds
and awareness for his first feature
film, “Harvest.” It is a feature-length
film exploring a life and a lifestyle
on the fringes of civilization in the
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completed
Navy basic training at Recruit Training
Command in Great Lakes, Ill., as a
seaman.
BRANTLEY C. HARPER ’11

CHRISTOPHER WARE MARTIN ’11 MED

led the Brevard Little Theatre’s drama
camp for 3- to 7-year-olds. Martin
is a preschool teacher at Emmanuel
Lutheran School in Asheville.

CHARLES LESTER CHAVIS JR. ’12 ,

a student at Vanderbilt University
Divinity School, received an Imagination
Grant for travel and research in Addis
Abba, Ethiopia.

received
the 2013 Apple of Excellence as the
Asheboro City School’s Outstanding
First Year Teacher for 2012-13. Sadie is
an eighth-grade math teacher at North
Asheboro Middle School.

SADIE JORDAN DANIELS ’12

MARSHA ELAINE BAILEY ’99
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Alumni
David Bailey ’70, Greensboro
Mary Best ’84, ’89 MA, York, SC
Dr. Carolyn Kates Brown ’87 MA, ’91 PhD, Jackson, MS
Brian Clarey, Greensboro
Amanda Hiatt ’92, Winston-Salem
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Dawn Martin, Greensboro
Stephanie Nickell ’96, Greensboro
Jeri Rowe, Greensboro
Tara Staley ’94, Kernersville
Shawna Williams ’91, Greensboro
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Appalachian Mountains.

Fall 2013

married Shawn Curtis on June
18, 2011. Marsha majored in
recreation, parks and tourism
with a concentration in travel,
tourism and commercial
recreation and received
double minors in business
and communication. She and
her husband live in Raleigh.

Send us your photos
Not only do we want to hear from you, we’d like
to see you too.
We are now publishing pictures of your milestones, such
as weddings, births and reunions. All you have to do is send
us your photos.
A few things to keep in mind:
• Digital images need to be high resolution for print
(at least 300 dpi).
• Please identify everyone in the photo and be sure to
include your name (including your maiden name, if
applicable), graduation year and degree.
• Photographs from a professional photographer must be
accompanied by a release form from the photographer.
• While we welcome wedding photos and baby pictures,
we will not publish engagement or pregnancy pictures.
• Please send photos from the past year.
• Finally, depending on photo quality and/or volume of
submissions, we may not be able to publish every 		
photo we receive.
Send your pictures to beth_english@uncg.edu as an email
attachment. Please use “Class Note Photo” as your subject
line. Or you can mail a print to Class Note Photo, Beth
English, UNCG-University Relations, 1100 W. Market Street,
Suite 201, P.O. Box 26170, Greensboro, NC 27402-6170.
Mailed photos cannot be returned.

oldschool

is goalkeeper with
the Carolina Dynamo. In his third
season with the Dynamo, Peyton played
in 13 matches, posting a 0.77 goals
against average (GAA) record.

PEYTON FORD ’12

plays forward with
the Carolina Dynamo. In his second
season last year, Hakan led the team
in points (27) and goals (10) in 18
games, while leading the Dynamo to
the United Soccer League’s Premier
Development League Finals.

HAKAN ILHAN ’12

JOSH MCKINNEY ’12 writes a regular
baseball column for The News Herald
in Morganton. He has been a freelance
sportswriter for the newspaper for four
years.

founded
Maandalizi Ministry to provide
sponsorships to help children living in
the St. Ruth’s Orphanage in Ndhiwa,
Kenya. Carly is spending a year in
Ndhiwa, where she is a kindergarten
teacher and a housemother at the
orphanage.

CARLY VAN ORMER ’12

BRANDI MAULDIN ’13 ,

who uses the pen
name B.N. Mauldin, published her first
book, “Belligerent.” She wrote it as part
of the National Novel Writing Month
competition that challenges authors
to complete a manuscript in a month
while simultaneously raising money for
charities.

is a
pre-curriculum faculty member
at Davidson County Community
College. She recently completed her
doctorate in educational studies with
a specialization in cultural studies at
UNCG.

DAWN HICKS TAFARI ’13 PHD

Alumni marriages
ANDREA JANE SCHRONCE ’11 to
Matthew Scott Sinclair on May 18 in
Hickory. She is a third-year student at
Vanderbilt University Law School.

to THOMAS
on June 22.
Lindsey recently graduated from
Meredith College with a master’s
degree in nutrition, and Thomas is
a sixth-grade teacher at Jamestown
Middle School. They live in Whitsett.

LINDSEY GAIL WINFREE ’11
EDWARD BAKER III ’12

to Jacob
Austin Prevette on May 19, 2012. She
is a teacher with the Davidson County
Schools.

KELLY ROSS MCLAWHON ’12

ZACHARY THOMAS OLIVER ’12 MA

to Martha Marion Smith on May 4.
Zachary is employed with the North
Carolina Department of Commerce.

Alumni deaths
KATELYN ELIZABETH MOORE ’13

Faculty and staff deaths
MARSHA THOMPSON , a security guard
at the Weatherspoon Art Museum,
died June 27 after a heart attack. She
had worked at the museum for 10
years and kept scrapbooks on many
artists who came to the Weatherspoon.

Celebrating 50 Years of UNCG
This fall marks a unique anniversary. Fifty years ago our university
changed its name and added a whole new population to its ranks –
men. University Archivist Erin Lawrimore writes about what came
before and immediately after the change.
UNCG has undergone a number of name changes since its founding in
1891 as the State Normal and Industrial School for White Girls. It was
not until July 1963 that the school was called The University of North
Carolina at Greensboro, a name it has now held for 50 years.
This final name change came about after NC Gov. Terry Sanford
created a Commission on Education beyond the High School in 1961.
This commission’s final report called for a major overhaul to deal with a
predicted near doubling of college enrollments by 1975.
The 1963 legislature acted on the recommendations and created a
community college system, elevated the two-year institutions in Charlotte,
Asheville and Wilmington to four-year institutions, and designated the
three existing UNC branches to be known as the University of North
Carolina at Chapel Hill, at Greensboro, and at Raleigh (State College alumni
fought against the designation and instead became North Carolina State
University). Additionally, all UNC schools were made coeducational.
Reactions on the Greensboro campus were mixed. Students were
divided; they formed Pink and Blue factions, and took turns painting the
McIver statue and decorating the campus in these colors to show their
ARCHIVAL PHOTOGRAPHY COURTESY OF
support of or opposition to coeducation.
THE MARTHA BLAKENEY HODGES SPECIAL
Faculty members also were split. The focus of the university on liberal
COLLECTIONS AND UNIVERSITY ARCHIVES
arts was to continue, but with additional professional programs. Many
feared that women would gradually be eliminated from the faculty or reduced to low-level positions.
Others worried that university status would drive undergraduate teaching into the background.
Campus administrators, however, favored the change. With more than 2,000 women already enrolled
at Chapel Hill and State building its first women’s dormitory, administrators in Greensboro saw their
monopoly over female students in the state eroding. Some also hoped that being coeducational and having
university status would bring more equitable appropriations from legislators and the UNC system.
In Fall 1964, the first male undergraduates began to arrive. Some of the fears of those opposed to
coeducation proved true. For instance, in Fall 1963, 56 percent of the full-time faculty were women.
By 1979, only 36 percent of faculty members were female. Similarly, from 1970-1995, all but five of the
elected Student Government Association presidents were men.
But the institution saw positive growth and development in graduate studies and new areas. By
1966, UNCG had created three new professional schools (music, education and home economics) and a
college of arts and sciences. Three more professional schools were added by 1971 (nursing; business and
economics; and health, physical education and recreation). Enrollment grew from about 3,700 in 1963 to
9,500 in 1975. Ultimately, UNCG continued to provide a vital service, furnishing educational, economic
and social mobility to those in the region, a vision not so different from that of the institution’s founder,
Charles Duncan McIver.
Were you here when WC became UNCG? What are your memories of the time before and after? Send
your comments to beth_english@uncg.edu or Beth English, UNCG-University Relations, P.O. Box 26170,
Greensboro, NC 27402-6170. Responses may be used in the next issue.
For more UNCG history, visit Spartan Stories at uncghistory.blogspot.com
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